Nooksack Child Support Program Celebrates a Milestone with DCS!
Congratulations to both the Nooksack Tribal Child Support Program (NTCSP) and the Everett DCS Tribal Team!  Two plus years of collaboration and partnership culminated in success on November 3, with the Nooksack Child Support Program accepting the first DCS case transfers for collection.

NTCSP, a comprehensive child support program since July 1, 2008, worked closely with the Everett staff for over two years as they prepared to open their doors to the public.  Their director, Ken Levinson, summed up the relationship. “The Nooksack Child Support Program is thrilled to be up and running.  We have benefited from many helpful and responsive people at DCS throughout our startup period and are excited to have received our first batch of cases from the state.  We look forward to furthering this excellent Tribal-State relationship as we undertake the business of ensuring that all Nooksack children receive the support they deserve.” 

Now that NTCSP is comprehensive, they are accepting DCS case referrals, applications for non-assistance services and referrals from the highly successful Nooksack Tribal TANF Program.

Nooksack is currently one of two tribes in Region Three with a comprehensive child support program.  Lummi Nation also operates a program out of Bellingham.  The Tulalip Tribes are next in line, with an anticipated start date of April 1, 2009.  Five tribes currently operate child support programs in Washington State.  This number is expected to increase to eight by July 2009!
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Ken Levinson (left), Director of NTCSP, accepts the first case referrals from Scott Morris (right) of the Everett Field Office.
