National Tribal Child Support Association (NTCSA) National Conference – Cherokee, NC by Ted Thornton
This past June, Brady Rossnagle and Ted Thornton had the honor of attending the annual NTCSA Conference in Cherokee, NC.  The NTCSA “partners with tribal, state and federal professionals to enhance the lives of Indian children, strengthen families, and protect tribal sovereignty through communication, training, and public awareness.”  The theme of the conference was Diversity and Responsibility in Tribal Child Support.  
The conference began with opening remarks from the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, Chad Smith.  Chad gave a refreshing view of tribal sovereignty, Native Civil Rights laws, and the history of the Cherokee Nation. He shared that the goal of their child support program is more than financial…The goal is putting families back together. He then kicked the event off, saying he was happy to see so many people come to the conference for learning, sharing and support.
The conference had numerous breakout sessions and plenary speakers addressing the audience.  Session topics ranged from Government-to-Government Relationships, Responsible Parenting, Compassionate Case Management, How To’s of Paternity and Enforcement, Tribal Consultation, Proposed Rules on the National Model Tribal Computer system,  Mock Tribal Court, and Case Transfer Procedures. 

Wednesday night was a highlight.  We were treated to the Cherokee Indian’s presentation of the drama “Unto These Hills.”  The drama, held in a 2,800 seat amphitheatre, was originally written in 1950.  The contemporary version adopted a Cherokee perspective of the Eastern Band’s own history and included authentic costumes, traditional dance and music, and for the first time, a majority of Cherokee actors.  The performance received a standing ovation.

On our flight home that evening, we reflected back on the conference.  We thought about all the new allies and friends we had met, the realistic acknowledgement that other states/tribes are also doing a great job in collecting support, and a renewed understanding  of the importance of our work in child support enforcement.  Although not always expressed, what we do for our clients is needed and appreciated.  We felt a sense of renewed energy and optimism for the clients we serve and the tribes with which we partner. The passion and energy that the federal, state and tribal staff brought to the conference, joined together with the brief glimpse of start-up tribes readying for child support, made us realize that our mission in the State of Washington is so very close to those in other jurisdictions.  
As Washington’s program moves into the future, it is reassuring to know that our efforts and collaboration with other programs accomplish what matters most – ensuring that “all parents support their children.” 
