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Prior to conducting an unannounced home visit the assigned CPS worker contacted a
Lakewood Police Department (LPD) detective to ask his availability should the CPS
investigator go to the home of the biological father and his girlfriend and find the
allegations to be accurate. The CPS social worker re-contacted the detective after visiting
the home to say that the detective's services would not be needed as only faint bruising
was observed on the child.

The home visit by the CPS investigator occurred within 72 hours of the non-emergent
referral being accepted for investigation. The "stepmother" L.B. allowed the CPS worker
to view the child's back, front, legs, and arms. The CPS worker observed that A.F. had
"one very faint and hardly visible bruise smaller than a dime at the base of her back." The
child appeared to be a well-nourished healthy child. The social worker documented his
observations of the interactions between A.F. and the "step mom" which appeared
positive. When interviewed by committee members, the CPS worker recalled that the
child was wary of his presence, reluctant to talk, and sought the comfort of the
"stepmother." The CPS worker also stated when interviewed that his plan was to find
another time when he could attempt to interview the child outside the presence of the
father's girlfriend.

The CPS social worker interviewed the alleged subject L.B. who indicated that she did
not know how A.F. had become bruised. She stated her discipline did not include
spanking. L.B. provided the CPS worker with name of the primary care physician for the
child. While at the home the social worker spoke by phone with the father who was at
work. He stated that discipline in the home did not currently include spanking. The father
also stated that the children's biological mother had called after her last visitation and
said the kids had bumps all over. He and his girlfriend L.B. had checked the children and
did not see anything. Also during the home visit by the CPS worker the paternal
grandmother arrived to the home. She indicated that she saw the children regularly and
she had no concerns in regard to their care.

Three days after the initial home visit and face-to-face contact with the alleged victim, a
friend of the paternal grandmother contacted the CPS investigator. She stated that she had
observed the alleged bruises, indicating having seen three to four bruises just above the
butt cheeks and a four inch long narrow bruise on the child's back. The father's partner
L.B. had told grandmother's friend that A.F. had fallen while at a local McDonald's
restaurant. The caller also indicated that the child had stated that the father's girlfriend
("mommy") did spank. The friend indicated that she had taken photos of the bruises and
that she would send them to the CPS worker. The worker never received the pictures
which were eventually obtained post-fatality.

On March 26, 2008, the CPS social worker received a telephone call from the biological
mother who said that she had also seen the bruises on her daughter's back, describing the
same bruises that the paternal grandmother's friend had described to the CPS worker. The
mother indicated that the child vacillated when asked about the "stepmother" and the
bruises.




