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Overview

ÅMandatory Reporting Law

ÅChild Abuse and Neglect

ÅRole of the Mandated Reporter

ÅReporting and Racial Disproportionality

ÅRole of DSHS/Childrenõs Administration 
Intake and CPS 

ÅResources for Mandated Reporters



Mandatory Reporting

Laws



Mandatory Reporting Laws

ÅMandated Reporters must report child abuse or neglect (or 
cause a report to be made) to law enforcement or CPS when 
they have reasonable cause to believe a child has suffered 
abuse or neglect. RCW 26.44.030 (1)(a)

ÅThe report must be made at the first opportunity, but in no 
case longer than forty - eight hours after there is reasonable 
cause to believe that the child has suffered abuse or neglect. 
RCW 26.44.030 (1)(f)

ÅA child is defined as any person under the age of eighteen 
years. RCW 26.44.020 (6)
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Child Abuse and 
Neglect



Child Abuse and Neglect

ÅTypes of Abuse 

ÅPhysical Abuse

ÅSexual Abuse

ÅSexual Exploitation

ÅNegligent Treatment or Maltreatment
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Child Abuse and Neglect 

ÅDefinition: Sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, 
or injury of a child by any person under 
circumstances which causes harm to the 
childõs health, welfare, or safety or the 
negligent treatment or maltreatment of a 
child by a person responsible for or providing 
care to the child. 

RCW 26.44.020 (1) and WAC 388 - 15 - 009 
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Child Abuse and Neglect

ÅNeglect is further defined as: 
ÅAn act or a failure to act, or cumulative effects of a 

pattern of conduct, behavior, or inaction, that shows 
a serious disregard of consequences and constitutes 
a clear and present danger to a childõs health, 
welfare, or safety. 

ÅThe following (in and of themselves) are not neglect:  

ÅSiblings sharing a bedroom. 

ÅPoverty, homelessness, or exposure to domestic 
violence.  

RCW 26.44.020(14)
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Potential Signs and Symptoms of 
Child Abuse and Neglect

ÅThe first step in helping abused or neglected 
children is learning to recognize the signs of child 
maltreatment. 

ÅThe presence of a single sign of child abuse or 
neglect may or may not mean child abuse is 
occurring. When you are concerned about a 
situation, consider the impact to a childõs safety. If 
you believe a child is unsafe and/or have 
reasonable cause to be CA/N exists, contact law 
enforcement or your local DSHS/Childrenõs 
Administration Intake worker.   
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Potential Signs and Symptoms of Child 
Abuse and Neglect

The Older Child or Ad olescent

ÅWhen youõre considering the impact to childõs safety, 
remember òAll children and older youth have the right 
to live in an environment free from abuse and neglect. 

ÅPotential signs of child abuse and neglect must not be 
discounted because of a childõs age and the childõs 
òperceivedó capacity to protect themselves.  

ÅRegardless of a childõs age, report suspected child 
abuse and neglect when you have a reasonable cause 
to do so. 
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There is reasonable cause to suspect child 
abuse or neglect when the situations cause 
harm, or create a clear and present danger of 
harm to the childõs health, welfare or safety. 
These situations may include: 

ÅExposure to Domestic Violence

ÅCorporal Punishment

ÅUnsupervised or òLatchkeyó Children
ÅFailure to Obtain Medical Care

ÅPrenatal Substance Abuse
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Child Abuse and Neglect
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Newborn Safety Act 
(Safe Haven) 

ÅThe Safety of Newborn Children Act allows a parent to 
transfer a newborn anonymously and without criminal 
liability to a hospital emergency room, fire station or 
federally designated rural health clinic, if open and 
personnel are present to accept the child. 

ÅIt is not child abuse or neglect when a parent ôtransfersõ a 
newborn child under the Safety of Newborn Children Act.

ÅThe intent of this legislation was to assure abandonment 
does not occur and all newborns have an opportunity for 
adequate health care and a stable home life. 

RCW 13.34.360



Role of the 

Mandated Reporter



Why should I report 
child abuse & neglect? 

ÅSo that children can be protected 
from further harm. 

ÅItõs the law. 
ÅNo mandatory reporting 

individual/agency policy or protocol 
supersedes this law. 
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What if I do not report?

Every person who is required 
to make, or cause a report to 
be made and knowingly fails 
to do so, shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor. 
RCW 26.44.080



Who must report 
child abuse & neglect? 
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Any person who, in his or her official supervisory capacity with a nonprofit 
or for - profit organization, has reasonable cause to believe that a child has 
suffered abuse or neglect caused by a person over whom he or she 
regularly exercises supervisory authority.  Some examples include:

Teachers School counselors 
and other school 
staff

Police officers Child and Family 
Ombudsmanõs 
staff

Nurses Doctors DSHS Staff Court staff

Coroners Pharmacist Therapists Psychologists

Department of 
Corrections 
personnel

Department of 
Early Learning 
staff

Guardians ad 
litem and CASAs

Childcare 
providers

For a complete list of mandated reporters, see: RCW 26.44.030

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=26.44.030
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Whomust report
child abuse & neglect?

éalso applies to any adult who has reasonable cause to 
believe that a child who resides with them has suffered 
severe abuse, and  is able or capable of making a report.

òSevere abuse" means any of the following: Any single act of abuse that 
causes physical trauma of sufficient severity that, if left untreated, could 
cause death; any single act of sexual abuse that causes significant 
bleeding, deep bruising, or significant external or internal swelling; or 
more than one act of physical abuse, each of which causes bleeding, 
deep bruising, significant external or internal swelling, bone fracture, or 
unconsciousness. RCW 26.44.030



When should I report 
child abuse & neglect? 

At the first opportunity, but in no 
case longer than forty - eight hours 
after there is reasonable cause to 
believe that the child has suffered 
abuse or neglect. RCW 26.44.030 
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Who do I make a report to? 

ÅIf the child is in danger - Call 911

ÅChildrenõs Administration offices in local 
communities receive and investigate reports of 
suspected child abuse and neglect.  

ÅDaytime : Contact a local DSHS/CA office. A 
listing of offices is located at: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/f2ws03apps/caoffi
cespub/offices/general/OfficePick.asp

ÅNights & Weekends :  

The Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline at 

1- 866 - ENDHARM (1- 866 - 363 - 4276). 
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https://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/f2ws03apps/caofficespub/offices/general/OfficePick.asp
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What if Iõm not sure if I 
should make a report? 

ÅContact your local DSHS/Childrenõs 
Administration office or the Child Abuse 
and Neglect Hotline to discuss the situation 
at: 1- 866 - ENDHARM  (1- 866 - 363 - 4276)

ÅIf you are in doubt about what should be 
reported, it is better to make your concerns 
known then to remain silent and possibly 
allow a child to remain unprotected . 
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What if the abuse 
occurred in the past? 

ÅThe reporting law does not apply to 
abuse or neglect that occurred during 
childhood if itõs discovered after the 
child has become an adult. 

ÅHowever, if there is reasonable cause to 
believe other children are or may be at 
risk of abuse or neglect, then the 
requirement applies. 
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