
 

 

PROPOSED RULE MAKING 
CR-102 (June 2004) 
 (Implements RCW 34.05.320) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 
Agency:  Department of Social and Health Services, Children’s Administration 

 Preproposal Statement of Inquiry was filed as WSR   08-22-086          ; or 

 Expedited Rule Making--Proposed notice was filed as WSR                     ; or 

 Proposal is exempt under RCW 34.05.310(4). 

 Original Notice 

 Supplemental Notice to WSR                   
 Continuance of WSR                   

Title of rule and other identifying information: (Describe Subject)  

 
 

The department is amending WAC 388-15-021 How does CPS respond to reports of alleged child abuse or neglect? 

Hearing location(s):  

Office Building 2 - Auditorium 
(DSHS Headquarters) 
1115 Washington 
Olympia, WA 98504 

Public parking at 11
th
 and Jefferson. A map is available at: 

http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/msa/rpau/RPAU-OB-2directions.html  

or by calling 360-664-6094. 

Submit written comments to: 

Name:   DSHS Rules Coordinator 
Address: PO Box 45850, Olympia WA, 98504 

Delivery: 4500 – 10
th
 Ave. SE, Lacey, Washington 98503 

E-mail:   DSHSRPAURulesCoordinator@dshs.wa.gov      
Fax: (360) 664-6185   

by   
5 p.m. February 10, 2009 

    Date: February 10, 2009  Time: 10:00 AM             Assistance for persons with disabilities: Contact Jennisha 
Johnson, DSHS Rules Consultant by January 27, 2009 

TTY (360) 664-6178  or  (360) 664-6094 or  

by e-mail at johnsjl4@dshs.wa.gov   

Date of intended adoption: Not earlier than February 11, 
2009 (Note:  This is NOT the effective date) 

Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:  
 

To meet the requirements from Chapter 220, Laws of 2007. 
 

Reasons supporting proposal:  
 

The Department is amending the Child Protective Services (CPS) rule to establish a ninety day timeline for a CPS 
investigation. The new language is essential for Children’s Administration to implement the legislature’s intent in 
Chapter 220, Laws of 2007. 

Statutory authority for adoption:  
RCW 74.08.090 
 

Statute being implemented:  
 
 

Is rule necessary because of a: 

 Federal Law? 
 Federal Court Decision? 
 State Court Decision? 

If yes, CITATION:     

 
 

  Yes 

  Yes 

  Yes 

  No 

  No 
  No 
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DATE 

 December 31, 2008 

NAME (type or print) 

 Stephanie Schiller  

SIGNATURE 

  
 

TITLE 

 DSHS Rules Coordinator 
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(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE) 

Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal matters: 
None 
 
 

 

Name of proponent: (person or organization) Department of Social and Health Services 
 

 Private 

 Public 

 Governmental 

Name of agency personnel responsible for:   

 Name Office Location Phone 

Drafting............... Tina Stern Children’s Administration PO Box 45710 Olympia, WA (360) 902-0860 

Implementation.... Tina Stern Children’s Administration PO Box 45710 Olympia, WA (360) 902-0860 

Enforcement........ Tina Stern Children’s Administration PO Box 45710 Olympia, WA (360) 902-0860  

Has a small business economic impact statement been prepared under chapter 19.85 RCW? 
  
  Yes.  Attach copy of small business economic impact statement. 
 
 A copy of the statement may be obtained by contacting: 
   Name:   
   Address:  
       
       
       
 phone   (    )    

 fax        (    )  
 e-mail       

  No.  Explain why no statement was prepared. These rule changes are dictated by statute. An economic analysis was 
                  not required under RCW 19.85.025(3), 34.05.328 (5) (b) and (c) as the proposed rule changes are adopted 
                  by reference without material change from chapter 220, Laws of 2007 (Substitute Senate Bill 5321). 

 
 
 

 

Is a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328? 
 
  Yes    A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting: 
   Name:   
   Address:  
       
       
       
 phone   (    )   

 fax   (    )   
                e-mail      
 

  No: Please explain: Rule change is dictated by statute. Rules are dictated by incorporating chapter 220, Laws of 
2007 (Substitute Senate Bill 5321).and are not considered significant rule changes under RCW 34.05.328(5)(b)(iii).   
 

 
 
 

 

 



[ 1 ] SHS-4056.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 02-15-098 and 02-17-045, filed
7/16/02 and 8/14/02, effective 2/10/03)

WAC 388-15-021  How does CPS respond to reports of alleged
child abuse or neglect?  (1) CPS must assess all reports that meet
the definition of child abuse or neglect using a risk assessment
process to determine level of risk and response time.

(2) CPS must provide an in-person response to alleged victims
and must attempt an in-person response to the alleged perpetrator
of child abuse and neglect in referrals assessed at moderate to
high risk.

(3) CPS may refer reports assessed at low to moderately low
risk to an alternative response system.

(4) CPS may interview a child, outside the presence of the
parent, without prior parental notification or consent (RCW
26.44.030(10)).

(5) Unless the child objects, CPS must make reasonable efforts
to have a third party present at the interview so long as the third
party does not jeopardize the investigation (RCW 26.44.030).

(6) CPS may photograph the alleged child victim to document
the physical condition of the child (RCW 26.44.050).

(7) CPS ((must establish in procedure, timelines for the
completion of investigations and standards for written findings))
attempts to complete investigations within forty-five days. In no
case shall the investigation extend beyond ninety days unless the
investigation is being conducted under local protocol, established
pursuant to chapter 26.44 RCW, and a law enforcement agency or
prosecuting attorney has determined that a longer investigation
period is necessary.
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