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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules:

The department proposed to amend WAC 388-492-0070 to implement changes necessary to meet cost neutrality
requirements between the Washington State Combined Application Project (WASHCAP) and the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program as specified in the approved WASHCAP demonstration project waiver.

Reasons supporting proposal:

The department is required by USDA Food and Nutrition Service to maintain cost neutrality between the Washington
State Combined Application Project (WASHCAP) and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program as specified in the
approved WASHCAP demonstration project waiver. This proposed rule change will fulfill this federal requirement.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-21-106, filed 10/16/08,
effective 11/16/08)

WAC 388-492-0070 How are my WASHCAP food benefits calculated?
We calculate your food benefits as follows:

(1) We begin with your gross income.

(2) We subtract one hundred forty-four dollars from your gross
income to get your countable income.

(3) We figure vyour shelter cost based on information we

receive from Social Security Administration (SSA), unless vyou
report a change as described under WAC 388-492-0080. If you pay:
(a) ((PwoTundred—eighty=four)) Three hundred dollars or more

a month for shelter, we use three hundred seventy-nine dollars as
your shelter cost; or

(b) Less than ( (two—Tmurdred cighty—fuuj_)) three hundred
dollars for shelter, we use one hundred eighty-two dollars as your
shelter cost; and

(c) We add the current standard utility allowance under WAC
388-450-0195 to determine your total shelter cost.

(4) We figure your shelter deduction by subtracting one half
of your countable income from your shelter cost.

(5) We figure your net income by subtracting your shelter
deduction from your countable income and rounding the resulting
figure up from fifty cents and down from forty-nine cents to the
nearest whole dollar.

(6) We figure your WASHCAP food benefits (allotment) by:

(a) Multiplying your net income by thirty percent and rounding
up to the next whole dollar; and

(b) Subtracting the result from the maximum allotment under
WAC 388-478-0060.

(c) If you are eligible for WASHCAP, you will get at least the
minimum monthly benefit for Basic Food under WAC 388-412-0015.
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