
 

RULE-MAKING ORDER CR-103 (June 2004) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) 

Agency:   Department of Social and Health Services, Children’s 
Administration 

 Permanent Rule 
 Emergency Rule 

Effective date of rule: 
 Permanent Rules 

 31 days after filing.  
 Other (specify)                        (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific 

finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should be stated below) 

Effective date of rule: 
       Emergency Rules 

 Immediately upon filing. 
 Later (specify) _____________ 

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 
   Yes          No          If Yes, explain:   

 

Purpose:   The Department is amending the Child Protective Services (CPS) rule to establish a ninety day timeline for a CPS 
investigation. The new language is essential for Children’s Administration to implement the legislatures intent in Chapter 220, 
Laws of 2007. 

 
 
 

 

Citation of existing rules affected by this order:   
   Repealed: None 
   Amended: WAC 388-15-021 
Suspended: None 

Statutory authority for adoption:; chapter 26.44 RCW, RCW 74.08.090, 74.13.031, 74.04.050  

Other authority: Chapter 220, Laws of 2007 

PERMANENT RULE ONLY (Including Expedited Rule Making) 
Adopted under notice filed as WSR  09-02-076   on January 7, 2009.(date) 
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version:  None 
 
 

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by 
contacting: NA 

 Name:  
Address:  

phone  (   )   
fax       (   )   
e-mail    

EMERGENCY RULE ONLY 
  Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds: 
    That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public   
   health, safety, or general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to   
   comment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest. 
    That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires    
   immediate adoption of a rule. 

   Reasons for this finding:   
 

 

Date adopted:     
 February 23, 2009 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

 

NAME (TYPE OR PRINT) 
 Stephanie Schiller  

SIGNATURE 

 
 

TITLE 

 DSHS Rules Coordinator 

(COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE)



 

Note:    If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

 
Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 

A section may be counted in more than one category.   

 
The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

 
Federal statute:  New ___  Amended ___  Repealed ___  

Federal rules or standards:  New ___  Amended ___  Repealed ___  

Recently enacted state statutes:  New ___  Amended _1__  Repealed ___  

           

           

 
 
 
The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 
 

  New ___  Amended ___  Repealed ___  

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in the agency’s own initiative: 
 

  New ___  Amended ___  Repealed ___  

 
 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 
 

  New ___  Amended __  Repealed ___  

 
 
 
 
The number of sections adopted using: 
 

Negotiated rule making:  New ___  Amended ___  Repealed ___  

Pilot rule making:  New ___  Amended ___  Repealed ___  

Other alternative rule making:  New ___  Amended _1__  Repealed ___  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



[ 1 ] SHS-4056.1

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 02-15-098 and 02-17-045, filed
7/16/02 and 8/14/02, effective 2/10/03)

WAC 388-15-021  How does CPS respond to reports of alleged
child abuse or neglect?  (1) CPS must assess all reports that meet
the definition of child abuse or neglect using a risk assessment
process to determine level of risk and response time.

(2) CPS must provide an in-person response to alleged victims
and must attempt an in-person response to the alleged perpetrator
of child abuse and neglect in referrals assessed at moderate to
high risk.

(3) CPS may refer reports assessed at low to moderately low
risk to an alternative response system.

(4) CPS may interview a child, outside the presence of the
parent, without prior parental notification or consent (RCW
26.44.030(10)).

(5) Unless the child objects, CPS must make reasonable efforts
to have a third party present at the interview so long as the third
party does not jeopardize the investigation (RCW 26.44.030).

(6) CPS may photograph the alleged child victim to document
the physical condition of the child (RCW 26.44.050).

(7) CPS ((must establish in procedure, timelines for the
completion of investigations and standards for written findings))
attempts to complete investigations within forty-five days. In no
case shall the investigation extend beyond ninety days unless the
investigation is being conducted under local protocol, established
pursuant to chapter 26.44 RCW, and a law enforcement agency or
prosecuting attorney has determined that a longer investigation
period is necessary.
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