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	Title
	Foster Care to 21


	Purpose
	To allow youth reaching age eighteen to continue in foster care in order to participate in, or complete, a post high school academic or vocational program. While participating in the Foster care to 21 program the youth receive necessary support and transition services up to age 21.  The program is limited in the amount of youth able to be served. 

	Eligibility Criteria
	The youth must be 18 (or will turn 18 at the time of admission into the post secondary program), and meet the following criteria:

· Currently a dependent of foster care and in a licensed foster home at the time of transition from care. 

or 

The youth has transitioned out of a licensed foster care home within six months of applying for the foster care to 21 program. 

· Graduated or about to graduate from high school or obtained or about to obtain a GED. 

· Accepted into a post high school academic or vocational program for the next quarter or enrolled in a post high school academic or voc-tech program.

· Youth may reenter foster care within 6 months of exiting care.  A background check is required.


	Selection criteria 


	Requirements for submitting an application
· Completed application for the program. 

· Essay question completed and attached to application.  

· Copy of official transcripts from high school or GED program, and copy of application to college/voc tech program must be attached to the application.
· Signed release of information for DSHS to contact school of attendance.
 GPA will not be a factor to apply for the foster Care to 21 program.

Tier System selection process
· Applicants are put into five levels of priority:

     1st priority – current/former foster care dependents with identified homes. 

     2nd priority – current/former foster care dependent without identified homes. 

     3rd priority – current/former dependency guardianships with identified homes. 

     4th priority – current/former dependency guardianships without identified homes.
     5th priority – current/former dependency or guardianship youth living in campus dorms.

	Selection Process
	The Foster care to 21 Program Manager completes a preliminary screening of the applications and determines which level of priority the youth fit in. Those youth meeting the criteria will be selected on a first come first serve bases.

	Expectations of foster youth
	Youth must enter into a Voluntary Services Agreement with Children’s Administration. The youth must agree to the following:

· Follow guidelines established by CA and the youth’s current placement.
· Actively participate in their post high school academic or vocational program and maintain the standard of eligibility as set by school program.
· Provide documentation to social worker within two weeks of receiving the acceptance letter from the program and within two weeks of receiving grades or progress report.
· Maintain eligibility and standards of conduct required by school program. 

· Develop and follow through with a transitional living plan with social worker and other identified person(s).
· Enroll in a Transitional Living Skills program (if available).Youth must find and maintain resources (finances) to stay in school (such as Federal Student Aid, trust fund, ETV, scholarships, etc).
· Meet with assigned social worker at least quarterly (at minimum) to review progress, review Foster Care to 21 Voluntary Services Plan and ensure eligibility criteria continues to be met. 

	Expectations of social worker
	· Verify that the youth meets the criteria for the Foster Care to 21 program (as stated above in the policy).
· Extend foster care for the youth, with the same provider and at the regular foster care rate, once notified of acceptance into the Foster Care to 21 program.

· Develop a Foster Care to 21 Voluntary Services Plan, to include a transitional living plan, and have the youth sign the agreement.  (The Foster Care to 21 Voluntary Services Plan for the youth replaces the Individual Safety and Service Plan (ISSP).
· E-mail the youth’s information, to the foster care medical team at fcmt@dshs.wa.gov to ensure the youth continues to receive medical coverage.  In the e-mail the social worker must include the following:

· In the subject line of the e-mail use: Foster Care to 21 Program 

· In the body of the e-mail include: The youth’s name, FamLink ID# and the name of the school the youth plans to attend (if known) 

The foster care medical team at Heath and Rehabilitative Services Administration (HRSA) will enter the youth’s information into their data base and provide that information to the CA headquarters Foster Care to 21 program manager. 

· Assist the youth in finding a foster home while he/she is in the program, if the youth does not already have one identified.

· Provide the youth with information about the Chaffee Transitional Living Program.
· Provide any additional services as outlined in Foster care to 21 Voluntary Service Agreement. 

· Meet with the youth at least quarterly (at minimum) to review progress, review Foster        Care to 21 Voluntary Services Plan and ensure eligibility criteria continues to be met.
· Develop an agreement with the foster parent and review the foster parent expectations. 

	Services for youth while in program
	Services may include:

· Foster Care placement 
· Medical (including mental health)

· Dental

· Transitional Living services (optional)

· Case management by CA

· Referrals to community resources (as appropriate)

	Expectation of Foster Parent
	· Accept basic foster payment rate. 

· Review rules and expectations of the home with the youth (even though he/she is now considered a young adult). 

· Provide youth with the opportunity to learn budgeting by giving them the clothing and incidentals components of the foster care payment. 

· Support the youth in their transition into adulthood.
· Keep the assigned social worker aware of any change or development.


	Termination of youth from program
	Youth may be terminated from the program for the following reasons:

· Failure to actively participate in their post high school academic or vocational program and maintain the standard of eligibility as set by school program.

· Failure to meet expectations outlined in Voluntary Services Agreement. 

· Inability to qualify for and maintain financial aid resources such as FAFSA, trust fund, ETV and scholarships.

· Youth leaves her/his placement without notice to or consent of the social worker.

· Youth is asked to leave her/his placement by the placement provider for violation of the rules or guidelines established by the placement.

· Youth engages in illegal behavior, as defined by the Washington State Criminal Code, or engages in a pattern of drug and/or alcohol abuse.


	For More Information
	Contact Jim Pritchard, Foster Care to 21 Program Manager, at (360) 902-8487 or at email prji300@dshs.wa.gov
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