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“Seeing history in the making by renewing old traditions like this Canoe Journey is exciting” said David Johnson, Region 10 OCSE.  “It is humbling to see…such deep pride and passion for keeping the diverse Tribal cultures of our area alive. To be a small part of that, even picking up garbage, passing out water bottles, or slinging heavy boxes on and off pallets, makes my time investment seem worthwhile.”  
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we can take pride in knowing that we actually played a role…not just as an observer, but a player. From picking up trash, to stacking kitchen supplies, from making coffee, to helping with dessert, from washing dishes, to handing out reusable grocery bags, everyone jumped in and gladly performed assigned duties with a smile, purpose, and eagerness. As an honored and celebrated tradition among the Native American community, I felt we were all welcomed to the festivities with open arms as if to say, ‘This is us…this is our tradition…be a part of our tradition’.” 
[image: image2.jpg]



Tribal Canoe Journey 2009�by Brady Rossnagle





By 





On August 3, 2009, a child support team from Everett DCS, Headquarters, and the Region 10 Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE), served as volunteers for the 2009 Tribal Canoe Journey at the Suquamish Tribe.     





This year marks the 20th anniversary of the historic “Paddle to Seattle,” when several Tribes traveled by traditional canoe to Golden Gardens as part of the Washington State Centennial, to acknowledge the history and presence of the first peoples of Washington State. 





It was an awesome site and powerful experience, seeing over 100 canoes arrive on the shores of the Suquamish Tribe. By tradition, each canoe announced itself, often speaking first in traditional language, asking the host Tribe for permission to come ashore.





“When we finally arrive at the shores of the host Tribe we are relieved and happy. We are grateful for our safe passage and happy that we can rest. Now we wait to share our culture with the host Tribe. As we wait, we see our fellow canoe families share their songs and dances, creating a great unity among the greater canoe nation. “ 





Tribal Journeys unite native youth, adults, and elders as each canoe leaves their home and travels to the home of the hosting Tribe, which can take from a few days to several weeks.  “Each day we rise early, pack up and move to the next stop. We grow in numbers. We are challenged in new ways. We learn new lessons. We sit and talk to each other, especially our elders, as we sit in our camps waiting,” writes Leonard Forsman, Chair of the Suquamish Tribe.





Scott Morris, Brady Rossnagle, David Johnson, Walik Edwards, Georgia Payne, Nancy Mathieson, Lisa Garner, Tony Ignacio





“It was a definite honor to be part of the Tribal Canoe Journey” said Everett DCS Tony Ignacio. “No matter how small and minute the part that our volunteer group played,





Click Here to view additional photos of the Tribal Canoe Journey. 








