State students honored for essays about caregivers
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Gov. Chris Gregoire on Tuesday honored children ages 5 to 19 who wrote about being raised by a relative in the state.

The winners submitted poems, essays and drawings to the 2008 Children's Kinship Care Expression Contest. The winners received a signed certificate from Gregoire, a $100 check and tickets to a Mariners game.

The winning entries:

13-18 age category
Grandfather: My Native American Heritage

Gives me advice

Shows me respect for other living things

Very knowledgeable about many things

Teaches me about family heritage

Has taught me to hunt

Shows kindness to those who provide a service

Listens to my point of view

Teaches me about animals

Teaches me about discipline

Tells funny stories

Ben Davis, 16, Olympia
Uncle Mitch is the fuel that keeps the fire of my heart burning. He has always been there. He has loved me every day since he has met me. Everything he does is for my best interest. I think he deserves more appreciation then he gets. Every time I need a place to go he is there to take me. 

Every time I need a way out he is there to save me. If the stress is too much he's there. He's my light in the dark, my warmth in the cold. 

I need this warmth, I need his love. I felt unloved by many people for many years. But I always knew he loved me. I always knew he was there for me. He taught me many things in life. But most of all he taught me to love people. I used to be so mean because no one had ever loved me. I was angry at the world. He taught me to forgive. He taught me to love. I love him, I need him. 

He is the most important person I have in my life. I love him, because of him the fire of my heart burns on.

Mitchell Cone, 13, Lacey
8-12 age category
With my father imprisoned, life hasn't exactly been a trip to cherry world for me. My grandmother and grandfather have taken extremely good care of me. My mother couldn't afford to take care of me so my grandma got custody of me and told my mom that if she didn't have her life together by the time I was 5, my grandmother would keep me. So here I am. My mom is living in Everett with my little brother who is 4 years old, and my stepdad with my stepdad's parents. I've only seen my father twice, he went to prison when I was 2 months old. Even though my grandparents and I don't always get along, life is really going well for me.  It even scares me to know what my life would be like if my grandparents hadn't stepped up for me. They have taught me that you never see the bad times in a photo album, but the bad times are what get you from one happy photo to the next.

Taylor Ott, 12, Malaga
My cousin, Carrie, is a very nice person. She took my sister and I into her house when we had nowhere to go. When I lived with my mom, I got hungry a lot because my mom slept so much. But I found safety and care when Carrie took me in. Now I am fed better. Carrie even got a new house just so my sister and I could have our own rooms! Carrie makes sure we are fed before she gets food, and she goes to college. I love to read and Carrie gives me lots of books. She is nice, caring, smart, responsible and giving. Those are the qualities that make me appreciate Carrie and all she does for me.

Ariel Lee, 9, Wenatchee
5-7 age category
I like to live with my grandparents because we do fun things together like go fishing in the summer and going to the wellness center. When we go fishing I get to hunt for night crawlers for bait. I like to drive in the woods to the lake. When we get there we go out in the boat. My grandpa taught me to row the boat, set the anchor and cast my pole. My grandpa also taught me how to use my knife to clean the fish. My favorite part is reeling in my own fish. At the wellness center, I love to go swimming. It's lots of fun but also good exercise. It's fun to jump off the side and cannonball her. The slides are fun because I go really fast, and it scares my belly a little. It is nice to know everyone loves each other. My grandparents really raise me to feel loved. I wouldn't like to live anywhere else because of how much I love them and how much they love me.

Caleb Ziesmer, 7, Usk
I live with my grandma and grandpa because my mom and dad do drugs — that makes me sad. My grandma and grandpa make me happy. We do homework together. Me and grandma make tomato soup. Me and Grandpa go to the park. They teach me about healthy food. They keep me safe. They love me and take care of me. I feel safe and loved living with them.

Morgan Wockner, 6, Yakima
