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Working with tribal parents  
and families
DCS’s local tribal liaisons can help you:
• 	 Find the other parent: We can often assist with 

locating a parent or their employer.

• 	 Establish parentage: We can help parents establish 
a legal relationship with their child by obtaining 
copies of birth records, assisting with genetic 
testing or filing a parental acknowledgement form.

• 	 Change the child support order: In some cases, 
your order can be modified to account for a 
change in income or circumstances. If you have an 
order entered by a tribe or tribal court, you may 
need to ask the tribe to modify it.

• 	 Resolve visitation and access issues: We 
can connect you to resources for mediation, 
developing parenting plans and parent education 
or counseling.

DSHS does not discriminate and provides equal access to its 
programs and services for all persons without regard to race, 

color, gender, religion, creed, marital status, national origin, sexual 
preference/orientation, age, veteran’s status or the presence of any 

physical, sensory or mental disability.

Tribal relations team contact information

childsupportonline.wa.gov  
(select Tribal Relations)

DCS local tribal liaisons
Everett: (425) 438-4800 or (800) 729-7580 

EverettTribal@dshs.wa.gov

Kennewick: (509) 374-2000 or (800) 345-9981 
ken-dcs@dshs.wa.gov

Olympia: (360) 664-6900 or (866) 850-1496 
OlyTribal@dshs.wa.gov

Seattle: (206) 341-7175 or (800) 526-8658 
seattle-dcs@dshs.wa.gov

Spokane: (509) 363-5000 or (800) 345-9982 
spotribal@dshs.wa.gov

Tacoma: (253) 597-3700 or (800) 345-9976 
tacomatribal@dshs.wa.gov

Vancouver: (360) 696-6100 or (800) 345-9984 
VanTribal@dshs.wa.gov

Wenatchee: (509) 886-6800 or (800) 535-1113 
wenatchee-dcs@dshs.wa.gov

Yakima: (509) 249-6000 or (800) 441-0859 
YakTribal@dshs.wa.gov



 
As many tribal nations expand their business interests 
and grow economically, our partnerships also provide 
opportunities for kids to receive support from parents 
working for tribal enterprises.

DCS’s Tribal Relations Team and local tribal liaisons 
regularly interact with tribal leaders and program staff to 
facilitate DCS’s commitment to building and maintaining 
government-to-government relationships with Indian 
Tribes. Relationships founded on trust and mutual respect 

Division of Child Support’s tribal 
relations team interacts with tribal 
leaders and program staff to: 
• 	 Draft, negotiate and monitor child support 

services contracts and cooperative (e.g., Tribal 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families, data 
sharing and federal tax offset) agreements.

• 	 Collaborate with Tribes and urban Indian 
organizations to develop and review child 
support policies and forms that could affect 
Tribes and Native families.

• 	 Manage specialized tribal caseloads, provide 
training and serve as a local resource on state/
tribal relations and issues.

• 	 Provide technical assistance and support for 
Tribes interested in applying for federal child 
support funding.

Working with tribal nations, programs and businesses 
Since 1987, the Division of Child Support has worked with Indian Tribes and urban Indian organizations 
to develop culturally relevant child support agreements and processes.

DCS recognizes and values the sovereign status of tribal nations and seeks to demonstrate the highest 
level of respect while working with Tribes and their enterprises.

are investments that have led to improved child support 
services for children and families in Indian Country and 
across Washington state.

In addition to state and territorial child support programs, 
there are more than 60 tribal child support programs across 
the United States. DCS also recognizes the sovereignty 
and jurisdiction of those programs and continues to build 
partnerships outside the state of Washington.

Fostering government-to-government relationships


