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The University of Washington School of Social Work began conducting a rigorous 

evaluation of the current Kinship Navigator program in October of 2018 to identify the essential 

components of the kinship navigator program and determine the consistency of the application of 

the program model across the state. This assessment is being conducted to build program 

infrastructure and consistency in order to develop a promising practice program that has since 

qualified for sustainable funding via the Family First Act.  

The overall program evaluation encompasses two types of evaluation: Process and 

Outcome, along with the development of a needs assessment tool. Year seven, the current fiscal 

year, focused primarily on submitting the 12-month evaluation results to the Title IV-E 

Prevention Services Clearinghouse, disseminating the Inherent Strengths evaluation results, and 

disseminating information about the Kinship Navigator case management program. The 

evaluation to date answers key questions about the needs of kinship families and how the 

program impacts caregiver and child health, wellbeing, and placement stability. 

Dissemination Updates 

Since the last report (June 1, 2025), the research team submitted a peer reviewed journal 

article entitled “Washington State Case Management Kinship Navigator Program: An Evaluation 

of Child Wellbeing Outcomes” to the Child Indicators Research journal. The research team also 

developed an infographic summarizing the results of the Statewide Survey conducted as part of 

the environmental scan for this grant in 2019. The kinship community in Washington State has 

continued to cite these results and the intent of the infographic is to be able to easily share results 

in a more user-friendly format than the full report. 

KCOC Updates 

The research team continued attending monthly KCOC meetings to provide updates on 

the evaluation. The evaluation team provided gift cards for KCOC participants who had lived 

expertise as kinship caregivers or youth through April 2025, at which point it was discovered that 

there was not sufficient funding provided in the contract to continue providing gift cards. While 

the budget only accounted for providing 10 $50 gift cards per meeting, on average closer to 20 



people with lived expertise are regularly attending KCOC meetings and requesting gift cards 

each month. The evaluation team developed and administered a satisfaction survey for all KCOC 

attendees in April 2025 and completed a report summarizing the results. The results were 

summarized into a presentation format and will be presented to the KCOC at the June meeting. 

 

Activities Completed at a Glance (June 1, 2025 through September 30, 2025): 

• Submitted peer-reviewed manuscript regarding 12-month child outcomes to the Child 

Indicators Research journal 

• Completed infographic summarizing results of 2019 Statewide Survey with kinship 

caregivers 

• Continued attending KCOC meetings to provide evaluation updates 

• Presented results of satisfaction survey for KCOC attendees 

 

Activities to be Completed Next Cycle (October 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026): 

• Submit peer-reviewed manuscript regarding 12-month caregiver outcomes 

• Hold focus groups with current and former navigators and HCLA staff to discuss process 

and technical improvements related to the Kinship Navigator program 

• Evaluate KCOC attendee experiences through a satisfaction survey 

• Provide gift card incentives to KCOC attendees with lived experience as kinship 

caregivers or youth in kinship care 


