June 21, 2010
Notice Regarding Banked Beds
The 2010 session of the Washington Legislature made several changes in the methodology for calculating Medicaid payments to nursing facilities; see c. 34, 2010 Laws, 1st sp. sess.  One of those changes relates to beds banked under Ch. 70.38 RCW.  The Legislature amended RCW 74.46.431 by adding the following language:

(11) Effective July 1, 2010 there shall be no rate adjustment for facilities with banked beds.  For purposes of calculating minimum occupancy, licensed beds include any beds banked under chapter 70.38 RCW.
The effective date of the amendment is July 1, 2010.  Beginning with July 1, 2010 rates, bed banking will have no effect on the calculation of Medicaid nursing facility payment rates.  The number of licensed beds used to calculate a facility’s rates will include any banked beds that the facility has. 
While banking beds will no longer have any effect on rates as of July 1, 2010, the permanent relinquishment of beds could have an effect on a facility’s rates.  In order to relinquish beds, a facility would need to contact the Department of Health Certificate of Need program at P. O. Box 47852 Olympia, WA 98504-7852 or call (360) 236-2955 (Janis Sigman, Program Manager) and the facility’s Residential Care Services Field manager or regional manager of their local region.  The region’s mailing addresses are as follows:
Region 1





Region 4
316 W. Boone, Suite #170



20425 72nd Ave S, Suite #400
Spokane, WA 99201-2351



Kent, WA  98032-2388
Region 2





Region 5
3611 River Rd. #200




P. O. Box 39419
Yakima, WA 98902 




Lakewood, WA  98439-0419
Region 3





Region 6 Unit A & B
3906 172nd St. NE #100



P. O. Box 45819

Arlington, WA 98223




Olympia, WA 98504-5819
WAC 388-96-709 describes the procedure for requesting a rate revision based on a reduction in licensed beds.  If you have questions, please call your rate analyst.
