
 

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY 
CR-101 (June 2004) 

(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 
Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency:    Department of Social and Health Services, Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (ODHH) 
 
Subject of possible rule making:  

Formally establishing standards for sign language interpreters to interpret in legal proceedings in chapter 388-818 WAC, 
with a new sub-section starting as WAC 388-818-0500, et.seq. 
 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject:  
     RCW 2.42.130 and 2.42.170 

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish: 
     RCW 2.42.130 states that ODHH shall maintain a list of sign language interpreters for use in legal proceedings. RCW 
     2.42.170 clarifies that fees shall be in accordance with standards established by ODHH.  With these standards clarified as 
     rules, courts will have more consistent, higher-quality sign language interpreting services by interpreters who have met  
     minimum requirements and standards. 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies:  
     The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), under the auspices of the Board of Judicial Administration and the Court   
     Interpreter Commission, establishes statewide policies and procedures for the provision of court interpreter services in  
     Washington courts. ODHH has worked closely with the AOC on developing these standards being proposed as rules and  
      continues to partner with AOC staff in refining the standards, the WAC language, and has expressed an interest in  
      monitoring interpreter compliance with AOC certification rules as may be later identified for sign language interpreters. 

 
Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 
  Negotiated rule making 
  Pilot rule making 
  Agency study 
  Other (describe)  

DSHS welcomes the public to take part in developing the rules.  Anyone interested should contact the staff person 
identified below.  At a later date, DSHS will file a proposal with the Office of the Code Reviser with a notice of proposed 
rule making.  A copy of the proposal will be posted on the ODHH website 
(http://www.dshs.wa.gov/odhh/ReasonableAccommodations/SLIM/court.shtml) and will be mailed to anyone who requests 
a copy. 
 

How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 
publication: 

 (List names, addresses, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail of persons to contact; describe meetings, other exchanges of information, 

etc.)   Contact:  
 

        Robert Lichtenberg, Assistant Director, ODHH  
        Berle Ross, Sign language Interpreter Management, Program Manager 
        P.O. Box 43501 
        Olympia, WA  98504-5301 
        Phone: 360-339-7382 (VP)     360-902-0271 (TTY)     360-902-0855 (fax) 
        Email: robert.lichtenberg@dshs.wa.gov  or berle.ross@dshs.wa.gov 

 DATE 

 October 22, 2013 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

 

NAME (TYPE OR PRINT) 

 Katherine Vasquez 

 SIGNATURE 

 

TITLE 

 DSHS Rules Coordinator 
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