Residential Care Services (RCS)

Operational Principles and Procedures for

Community Residential Services and Supports (CRS) 

EVALUATION PROCESS

Home Environment and Safety Review

I. Purpose

To determine if the client’s residence:

1. Is free of safety hazards;

2. Includes adaptive features necessary to meet clients needs;

3. Reflects client preferences and values; and

4. Meets home safety requirements as specified in rule and client ISPs.
II. Authority

Chapter 71A.12 RCW 
III. Operational Principles

A. The provider must ensure that home safety requirements defined in rule are continuously met for each client living in the home unless otherwise stated in the client’s ISP.

B. The focus of the review and observations is on the impact of the environment to the client’s quality of life, health and safety, dignity, and self-determination.
IV. Procedures

evaluators will:

A. Conduct home environment and safety observations for each residence occupied by clients in the sample.

B. Record results of the review using the Home Environment and Safety Worksheet.

C. With clients’ permission, observe each room in the home.

D. Observe the general maintenance and upkeep of the home.

E. Conduct a brief exterior review of the home and grounds to observe for safety issues or hazards, and possible restrictive devices.

F. Do the following at each sample client’s residence:

1. Test smoke detectors;

2. Check water temperatures;

3. Confirm through observation that all flammable and combustible materials are stored in a safe manner; and
4. Verify by observation and interview that required emergency exits are continuously unblocked.
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