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History
This fact sheet provides information on recent developments regarding Enhanced Services Facilities (ESFs), the new long-term care residential facility type.  For the early history of ESFs, please refer to the original Fact Sheet on the website listed at the bottom of this page.

Licensing Regulations 

The proposed licensing regulations, Chapter 388-107 WAC, were the focus of a public hearing on March 11, 2014.  Input from that public process was considered and resulted in several new changes to the draft licensing regulations.  The revised regulations are now available for public review and comment and a second public hearing is scheduled for August 5, 2014.  More details can be found on the ESF website.

Program Considerations
ESF services are designed to meet the needs of individuals who are currently at state hospitals and have been assessed as stable and ready for discharge into the community, but have been unsuccessful in finding a suitable residential community setting. 

The Department has identified appropriate supports and services to meet their individual medical and behavioral needs.  An important requirement for ESFs is an increased number of qualified professional staff to be on-site in the facility at all times.  This staffing model includes having mental health professionals in the facility for 16 hours a day and at least one licensed nurse in the facility 24 hours a day.  

All facilities will have policies and procedures to address security and safety needs of the resident and the surrounding community.  Residents will be assessed to determine the level of need for supervision while they are in the community.  Residents who require support and/or supervision in the community will be accompanied by facility staff.
Estimated Timeline

While there is still much to be done before ESFs can begin accepting residents, we are working to meet the following estimated timelines:
· August 2014 – Request for Proposals is released

· September 2014 – Chapter 388-107 WAC goes into effect
· October 2014 – Accept applications for ESF licenses

· December 2014 – First ESFs are licensed

· January 2015 – Residents transition into ESFs

For more information about Enhanced Services Facilities, please visit:
http://www.altsa.dshs.wa.gov/professional/esf.htm 












