STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
Aging and Long-Term Support Administration
PO Box 45600, Olympia, Washington 98504-5600

October 14, 2022
AMENDED November 9, 2022

ALTSA: AFH #2022-047

ALTSA: ALF #2022-040

ALTSA: CCRSS #2022-028

ALTSA: ESF #2022-035

ALTSA: ICF/IID #2022-023

ALTSA: NH #2022-059

STATE OF EMERGENCY ENDING IN WASHINGTON STATE ON OCTOBER 31

Dear Administrator/Provider/Superintendent:

AMENDED: This letter has been updated in response to changes to the eye protection
guidance. The links provided here will take you to the most up-to-date information. The
WAC citations for CCRSS providers has also been updated.

On September 8,

pandemic will end on October 31. While proclamations , , , and will be

rescinded on October 27 (see the

issued on September 9, 2022), the end of the

state of emergency will have additional impacts on long-term care settings.

The Washington state vaccine requirement for health care workers will end. However, federal
vaccination requirements remain in place, meaning nursing homes and intermediate care
facilities for individuals with intellectual disabilities must continue to employ staff that meet the

vaccination requirements. (See

issued on June 23, 2022.) DSHS employees

must also continue to meet vaccine requirements.

The

issued by the state Department of Health (DOH) will remain

in place for health care and long-term care settings. Staff in long-term care facilities must
continue to wear a face covering when residents are present.

The LTC COVID Response Plans will no longer be effective beginning October 27. However,
facilities must continue to meet national standards for infection prevention, including eye
protection, from the (CDC) and the :
according to the following regulations:

AFH: Infection control

ALF: Infection control

ESF: Infection control system

NH: Infection control; Infection control;

COVID-19 Vaccination of facility staff
CCRSS: Providers will continue to educate and encourage clients to follow CDC
guidance found in the or the

, dependent on which is more appropriate to the specific client’s
situation and home in accordance with the following WAC sections:

that the state of emergency due to the COVID-19


https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-announces-end-remaining-covid-19-emergency-orders-and-state-emergency-october-31
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-36%20-%20COVID-19%20-%20DOH%20Health%20Care%20Facilities-Hand%20Sanitizer%20%28tmp%29.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-52.11%20-%20LTC%20Extensions%20Rescinded%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDQuNjE4MDI5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3Zlcm5vci53YS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9wcm9jbGFtYXRpb25zLzIwLTY1JTIwLSUyMENPVklELTE5JTIwTFRDLVdvcmtmb3JjZSUyNkZhY2lsaXRpZXMlMjAlMjh0bXAlMjkucGRmP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.rpYRUz3kAHAOJXXSqnrkUw8tJMMAUAjmY71cm3-pUow/s/961739279/br/142105894838-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MDQuNjE4MDI5OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3Zlcm5vci53YS5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9wcm9jbGFtYXRpb25zLzIwLTY2JTIwLSUyMENPVklELTE5JTIwTFRDLU9wZXJhdGlvbnNWaXNpdGF0aW9uJTIwJTI4dG1wJTI5JTIwJTI4MDAyJTI5LnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.q4xgxojCGNuzxJdh07qJCmb4xHTO83y6f16E1ec9QAE/s/961739279/br/142105894838-l
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/rcs/documents/multiple/022-09-09-1.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/rcs/documents/multiple/022-06-23-1.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1600/coronavirus/Secretary_of_Health_Order_20-03_Statewide_Face_Coverings.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://doh.wa.gov/emergencies/covid-19/healthcare-providers/infection-prevention#heading81115
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-76-10255
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-78A-2610
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-107-0440
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-97-1320
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-IV/subchapter-G/part-483/subpart-B/section-483.80
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-IV/subchapter-G/part-483/subpart-B/section-483.80#p-483.80(i)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/multifamily-housing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/multifamily-housing.html
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-101D-0060
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Policies and procedures, Client rights, Client
services, and Physical and safety requirements. Other WAC
sections may apply, depending on the situation.

Thank you for your continued commitment to resident health and safety. If you have any
questions, please send an email to

Sincerely,

OMV}7 Lttt

Amy Abbott, Director
Residential Care Services

DSHS: “Transforming Lives”


https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-101D-0060
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-101D-0125
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-101D-0145
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-101D-0170
mailto:RCSPolicy@dshs.wa.gov

