STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
Home and Community Living Administration
PO Box 45600, Olympia, WA 98504-5600

January 21, 2026

HCLA: NH #2026-003
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 388-97 WAC

Dear Nursing Facility/Home Administrator:

The Department of Social and Health Services (department) is proposing to amend and add
sections of Chapter 388-97 WAC.

On December 30, 2025, the department filed the CR-102 (a form used to officially announce
and solicit public comments on proposed new or amended rules as part of the Administrative
Procedure Act), a more formal phase of the rulemaking process, with the Office of the Code
Reviser. Links to the CR-102 (WSR 26-02-033) document and proposed rule language are
available on Home & Community Living Administration fka Aging & Long-Term Support |
DSHS page.

You may either submit comments at the public hearing listed below, or in writing to the
Department’s Rules and Policies Assistance Unit (RPAU).

The formal hearing for the proposed rules is scheduled:

Date/Time: February 10, 2026, at 10 am.
Location: Virtual

Please see the DSHS website for more information. You must submit written comments by 5:00
PM on February 10, 2026, to DSHS Rules coordinator/RPAU PO Box 45850 Olympia, WA
98504-5850 or by email to DSHSRPAURulesCoodinator@dshs.wa.gov.

For rule-making questions, please contact Tiffany Meyers, Policy Program Manager, at 360-464-
0373 or rcspolicy@dshs.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

(Z?u, (it

Amy Abbott, Director
Residential Care Services

DSHS: “Partnering with People”


https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/rpau/documents/102-26-02-033.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sesa/home-community-living-administration-fka-aging-long-term-support
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sesa/home-community-living-administration-fka-aging-long-term-support
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F2023-pasrr-annual-hospitalnursing-facility-webinar-111423-1pm-230pm-tickets-736603991367%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C01%7Ccharles.demler%40dshs.wa.gov%7C52c68c6709bc440c4d3f08dbca92669e%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638326502356417984%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r6vobzXudlHGwPgp9NYSi4pf34qDDJ3gDsT9mDg8tlk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sesa/rpau/proposed-rules-and-public-hearings
mailto:DSHSRPAURulesCoodinator@dshs.wa.gov
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