
NEW SECTION

WAC 388-97-1910  Definitions related with PASRR  "AAA" means area 
agency on aging.

"Advance categorical determination" means a determination by a 
mental health or DDA PASRR evaluator that an individual may be admit
ted to a nursing facility on a temporary basis. The PASRR evaluator 
will do an abbreviated evaluation that is sufficient to determine that 
the individual has an intellectual disability or related condition and 
that the individual meets nursing facility level of care, but does not 
need specialized services at that time. The potential reasons are:

(1) Protective services stay of not more than seven days;
(2) Respite in a nursing facility for not more than thirty days; 

and
(3) Delirium (full level II evaluation required when condition 

improves).
"DDA" means the developmental disabilities administration within 

the department.
"Exempted hospital discharge" means the process by which an indi

vidual who meets the criteria may be admitted to a nursing facility 
without a PASRR level II evaluation, even though he or she may have a 
serious mental illness or an intellectual disability or related condi
tion.

"HCS" means home and community services within the department.
"Intellectual disability or related condition" means a condition 

as defined in 42 CFR §483.102(b)(3) and 42 CFR §435.1010 or successor 
laws.

"Preadmission screening and resident review process" or "PASRR 
process" means the process required by federal law to determine if 
placement in a nursing facility is appropriate for an individual who 
has a serious mental illness, an intellectual disability or related 
condition, or both, and if so, to determine whether specialized serv
ices are necessary. The PASRR process includes the following steps:

(1) A "PASRR level I" screening is conducted by a referring pro
vider, such as a hospital or physician, or by designated HCS, AAA or 
DDA staff, to identify whether an individual may have a mental ill
ness, an intellectual disability or related condition, or both. Under 
the limited circumstances described in this chapter, a nursing facili
ty may conduct the screening. The standardized form and guidelines de
veloped by the department's PASRR program must be used to conduct the 
Level 1 screening.

(2) A "PASRR level II" evaluation is conducted by the DDA or men
tal health PASRR evaluator, or both, as appropriate. This evaluation 
is performed with individuals who, based upon the PASRR level I 
screening, are suspected of having a mental illness, an intellectual 
disability or related condition, or both. The level II evaluator de
termines:

(a) Whether the individual has a serious mental illness and/or an 
intellectual disability or related condition;

(b) If so, whether nursing facility placement is appropriate; and
(c) If so, whether the individual requires specialized services 

while residing at the nursing facility.
"Resident review" means a PASRR level II evaluation of a resident 

with serious mental illness and/or intellectual disability or related 
condition after that resident has experienced a significant change in 
physical or mental condition, as defined in this section.
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"Serious mental illness" means a condition as defined in 42 CFR 
§483.102(b)(1) or successor laws.

"Significant change in physical or mental condition" for PASRR 
purpose means a deterioration or improvement in the physical or mental 
condition of a resident with serious mental illness or intellectual 
disability or related condition such that:

(1) The resident may reasonably require new, different, or fewer 
specialized services than the resident had been receiving; or

(2) Community placement is a reasonable consideration for the 
resident.

"Specialized services" are services provided or arranged for by 
the department as described in 42 CFR §483.120 or successor laws, 
which are additional to services the nursing facility is required to 
provide. The PASRR level II evaluation identifies the specialized 
services needed by the resident.

NEW SECTION

WAC 388-97-1915  PASRR requirements prior to admission of new 
residents  Prior to every admission of a new resident, the nursing fa
cility must:

(1) Verify that a PASRR level I screening has been completed, and 
deny admission until that screening has been completed.

(2) Verify that a PASRR level II evaluation has been completed 
when the individual's PASRR level I screening indicates that the indi
vidual may have serious mental illness and/or intellectual disability 
or related condition, and deny admission until that evaluation has 
been completed, unless all three of the following criteria apply and 
are documented in the PASRR level I screening:

(a) The individual is admitted directly from a hospital after re
ceiving acute inpatient care;

(b) The individual requires nursing facility services for the 
condition for which he or she received care in the hospital; and

(c) The individual's attending physician has certified that the 
individual is likely to require fewer than thirty days of nursing fa
cility services.

(3) Decline to admit any individual whose PASRR level II evalua
tion determines that he or she does not require nursing facility serv
ices or that a nursing facility placement is otherwise inappropriate.

(4) Coordinate with PASRR evaluators to the maximum extent prac
ticable in order to avoid duplicative assessments and effort, and to 
ensure continuity of care for nursing facility residents with a seri
ous mental illness and/or an intellectual disability or related condi
tion.

NEW SECTION

WAC 388-97-1975  PASRR requirements after admission of a resident 
Following a resident's admission, the nursing facility must:

(1) Review all level I screening forms for accuracy. If at any 
time the facility finds that the previous level I screening was incom

[ 2 ] SHS-4528.4



plete, erroneous or is no longer accurate, the facility must immedi
ately complete a new screening using the department's standardized 
level I form, following the directions provided by the department's 
PASRR program. If the corrected level I screening identifies a possi
ble serious mental illness or intellectual disability or related con
dition, the facility must notify DDA and/or the mental health PASRR 
evaluator so a level II evaluation can be conducted.

(2) Record the evidence of the level I screening and level II de
terminations (and any subsequent changes) in the resident assessment 
in accordance with the schedule required under WAC 388-97-1000.

(3) Maintain the level I form and the level II evaluation report 
in the resident's active clinical record.

(4) Immediately complete a level I screening using the depart
ment's standardized form if the facility discovers that a resident 
does not have a level I screening in his or her clinical record, fol
lowing directions provided by the department's PASRR program. If the 
level I screening identifies a possible serious mental illness or in
tellectual disability or related condition, notify the DDA and/or men
tal health PASRR evaluator so a level II evaluation can be conducted.

(5) Notify the DDA and/or mental health PASRR evaluator when a 
resident who was admitted on an exempted hospital discharge appears 
likely to need nursing facility services for more than thirty days, so 
a level II evaluation can be performed. This notification must occur 
as soon as the nursing facility anticipates that the resident may re
quire more than 30 days of nursing facility services, and no later 
than the twenty-fifth day after admission unless good cause is docu
mented for later notification.

(6) Notify the DDA and/or mental health PASRR evaluator when a 
resident who was admitted with an advance categorical determination 
appears likely to need nursing facility services for longer than the 
period specified by DDA and/or the mental health PASRR evaluator, so 
that a full assessment of the individual's need for specialized serv
ices can be performed. This notification must occur as soon as the 
nursing facility anticipates that the resident will require more than 
the number of days of nursing facility services authorized for the 
specific advance categorical determination and no later than five days 
before expiration of the period (three days for protective services) 
unless good cause is documented for later notification.

(7) Immediately notify the DDA and/or mental health PASRR evalua
tor for a possible resident review when there has been a significant 
change in the physical or mental condition, as defined in WAC 
388-97-1910, of any resident who has been determined to have a serious 
mental illness or intellectual disability or related condition. Com
plete a new level I screening for the significant change.

(8) Provide or arrange for the provision of any services recom
mended by a PASRR level II evaluator that are within the scope of 
nursing facility services. If the facility believes that the recommen
ded service either cannot or should not be provided, the facility must 
document the reason(s) for not providing the service and communicate 
the reason(s) to the level II evaluator.

(9) Immediately complete a new level I screening using the de
partment's standardized form if the facility finds that a resident, 
not previously determined to have a serious mental illness, develops 
symptoms of a serious mental illness, and refer the resident to the 
mental health PASRR evaluator for further evaluation.

(10) Provide services and interventions that complement, rein
force and are consistent with any specialized services recommended by 
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the level II evaluator. The resident's plan of care must specify how 
the facility will integrate relevant activities to achieve this con
sistency and the enhancement of the PASRR goals.

(11) Discharge, in accordance with WAC 388-97-0120, any resident 
with a serious mental illness or intellectual disability or related 
condition who does not meet nursing facility level of care, unless the 
resident has continuously resided in the facility for at least thirty 
months and requires specialized services. The nursing facility must 
cooperate with DDA and/or mental health PASRR evaluator as it prepares 
the resident for a safe and orderly discharge.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 08-20-062, filed 9/24/08, effective 
11/1/08)

WAC 388-97-2000  Preadmission screening and resident review 
(PASRR) determination and appeal rights.  (1) The resident has the 
right to choose to remain in the nursing facility and receive special
ized services if:

(a) He or she has continuously resided in a nursing facility 
since October 1, 1987; and

(b) The department determined, in 1990, that the resident re
quired specialized services for a serious mental illness or develop
mental disability but did not require nursing facility services.

(2) ((In the event that residents chose to remain in the nursing 
facility as outlined in subsection (1) above, the department, or des
ignee, will clarify the effect on eligibility for medicaid services 
under the state plan if the resident chooses to leave the facility, 
including its effect on readmission to the facility.

(3) An individual applying for admission to a nursing facility or 
a)) A nursing facility resident who has been adversely impacted by a 
PASRR determination may appeal the department's determination that the 
individual is:

(a) Not in need of nursing facility care as defined under WAC 
388-106-0350 through 388-106-0360;

(b) Not in need of specialized services as defined under WAC 
((388-97-1960)) 388-97-1910; or

(c) In need ((for)) of specialized services as defined under WAC 
((388-97-1960)) 388-97-1910.

(((4))) (3) The nursing facility must assist ((the individual ap
plying for admission or)) a resident, as needed, in requesting a hear
ing to appeal the department's PASRR determination.

(((5) If the department's PASRR determination requires that a 
resident be transferred or discharged, the department will:

(a) Provide the required notice of transfer or discharge to the 
resident, the resident's surrogate decision maker, and if appropriate, 
a family member or the resident's representative thirty days or more 
before the date of transfer or discharge;

(b) Attach a hearing request form to the transfer or discharge 
notice;

(c) Inform the resident, in writing in a language and manner the 
resident can understand, that:

(i) An appeal request may be made any time up to ninety days from 
the date the resident receives the notice of transfer or discharge;
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(ii) Transfer or discharge will be suspended when an appeal re
quest is received by the office of administrative hearings on or be
fore the date of transfer or discharge set forth in the written trans
fer or discharge notice; and

(iii) The resident will be ineligible for medicaid nursing fa
cility payment:

(A) Thirty days after the receipt of written notice of transfer 
or discharge; or

(B) If the resident appeals under subsection (1)(a) of this sec
tion, thirty days after the final order is entered upholding the de
partment's decision to transfer or discharge a resident.

(6) The department's home and community services may pay for the 
resident's nursing facility services after the time specified in sub
section (5)(c)(iii) of this section, if the department determines that 
a location appropriate to the resident's medical and other needs is 
not available.

(7) The department will:
(a) Send a copy of the transfer/discharge notice to the resi

dent's attending physician, the nursing facility and, where appropri
ate, a family member or the resident's representative;

(b) Suspend transfer or discharge:
(i) If the office of administrative hearings receives an appeal 

on or before the date set for transfer or discharge or before the res
ident is actually transferred or discharged; and

(ii) Until the office of appeals makes a determination; and
(c) Provide assistance to the resident for relocation necessita

ted by the department's PASRR determination.
(8) Resident appeals of PASRR determinations will be in accord

ance with 42 C.F.R. § 431 Subpart E, chapter 388-02 WAC, and the pro
cedures defined in this section. In the event of a conflict between a 
provision in this chapter and a provision in chapter 388-02 WAC, the 
provision in this chapter will prevail.))

REPEALER
The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are 

repealed:
WAC 388-97-1920 Preadmission screening—Level I.
WAC 388-97-1940 Advanced categorical determinations, 

not subject to preadmission screening—
Level II.

WAC 388-97-1960 Preadmission screening—Level II.
WAC 388-97-1980 Resident review.

[ 5 ] SHS-4528.4


