
Developing a Washington State Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease
In 2012, the first National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease was released. The National Plan calls for a comprehensive, collaborative approach and acknowledges the critical need to better coordinate towards effective prevention, treatment and management of Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 
In Washington State 
an estimated 110,000 individuals have Alzheimer’s Disease or related dementia. By 2025, this is projected to be 150,000.

With this heightened awareness and coordinated efforts at the national level, and the anticipated age-wave in Washington State, now is the time to begin our own comprehensive, coordinated effort to promote cognitive health and increase the dementia capability of our many intersecting systems of support and services for people with dementia and their family caregivers. 

While Washington State has established a statewide system of home and community long-term supports and services that serves a substantial group of individuals with dementia, there is room for improvements by integrating best practices and dementia-capability into the health and long-term support systems. Also, there are potential opportunities to impact the trajectory of the disease through efforts to promote cognitive health, to diagnose AD earlier to facilitate better disease management, and to develop enhanced supports for individuals with dementia and their family caregivers that would allow them to plan for the future, access public and private supports and services to sustain community living longer. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In March 2014, Governor Jay Inslee signed Senate Bill 6124, which provides legislative authorization to develop an Alzheimer’s Disease Plan for Washington State. 

· SSB 6124 requires the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to convene an Alzheimer’s disease working group, with members to be appointed by DSHS, unless indicated otherwise (see next page).  The secretary of DSHS or the secretary’s designee must convene the first meeting and serve as chair of the AD working group. 
· The Alzheimer’s disease (AD) working group must examine the array of needs of individuals diagnosed with AD, services available to meet these needs, and the capacity of the state and current providers to meet these and future needs. 
· The AD working group must consider and make recommendations and findings on a range of specifics; and identify needed policies or responses including, but not limited to, the promotion of early detection and diagnosis of Alzheimer's disease and dementia, the provision of coordinated services and supports to persons and families living with Alzheimer's disease or dementia disorders, the capacity to meet these needs, and strategies to address identified gaps in services.
· DSHS must submit a report providing findings and recommendation of the AD working group, including any draft legislation necessary to implement the recommendations, to the governor and the health care committees of the Senate and House of Representatives by January 1, 2016. 
· To meet this timeline, the AD working group must submit to DSHS their final report and recommendations by September 1, 2015. 

Tentative Timeline for Developing the Washington State Alzheimer’s Plan


The Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) Working Group is to consist of the following members to be appointed by the department unless indicated otherwise:

(1)   At least one unpaid family caregiver of a person who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease;
(2)   At least one professional caregiver of a person who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease; 
(3)   At least one individual provider caregiver of a person who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease;
(4)   At least one person who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease; 
(5)   A representative of nursing homes;
(6)   A representative of assisted living facilities;
(7)   A representative of adult family homes;
(8)   A representative of home care agencies that care for people with Alzheimer's disease;
(9)   A representative of adult day services;
(10) A health care professional who treats people with Alzheimer's disease; 
(11) A psychologist who specializes in dementia care;
(12) A person who conducts research on Alzheimer's disease;
(13) A representative of the Alzheimer's Association;
(14) A representative of the Alzheimer Society of Washington;
(15) The governor or the governor's designee;
(16) The secretary of the Department of Social and Health Services or the secretary's designee;
(17) The secretary of the Department of Health or the secretary's designee;
(18) The director of the Health Care Authority or the director's designee;
(19) The long-term care ombuds or the ombuds' designee;
(20) A member of the Senate health care committee, appointed by the senate;
(21) A member of the House of Representatives health care and wellness committee, appointed by the house of representatives;
(22) Five health policy advocates including representatives of – 
· American Association of Retired Persons
· Area Agencies on Aging
· Elder Care Alliance, and 
· other advocates of the elderly or long-term care workers; 
(23) A representative of the University of Washington's Alzheimer's Disease Research Center;
(24) A member with experience in elder law or guardianship issues; and  
(25) A representative from the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs. 

For more information contact:
Lynne Korte | Aging and Long-Term Support Administration | Department of Social and Health Services Lynne.Korte@dshs.wa.gov or 360.725.2545
Page 1 of 2 – October 2014

oleObject1.bin
�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

￼ - ￼�

�

￼�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

￼ - ￼�

�

￼�

�

�

￼�

￼�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

￼ - ￼�

�

￼�


image1.emf
4/15/2014 1/1/2016

Jul 2014 Oct 2014 Jan 2015 Apr 2015 Jul 2015 Oct 2015

Nov 2015

Final Draft of 

Recommendations/Plan

Sep 2015

Final 

Recommendations 

Ready/Posted for  

Public Comment

May 2015

ADWG 

Hears Initial 

Recommendations 

from Subcommittees

Sep 2014

AD Working Group 

(ADWG) 

Convened

Sep 2014-Sep 2015

Meetings of ADWG 

and Subcommittees

May 2014-Jun 2014

Planning & 

Workgroup 

Formation

Nov 2014-Dec 2014

Survey for Public

Jul 2015

ADWG 

Determines Final Recommendations

Mar 2015-Apr 2015

Host 

Listening Sessions

for Public


