Date
The Honorable John Smith

Address 1

Address 2

Dear Senator Smith:
The Washington State Council on Aging (SCOA) is a unified voice across Washington for seniors.  We have a statewide perspective and each year we research issues and establish legislative priorities that focus on the needs of our older citizens.  This year we are asking you to:  
· Expand Senior Citizens Services Act (SCSA) which enables elders to stay in their homes

· Enhance Respite, Chore Services and Options Counseling through Community Living Connections

· Ensure funding for Dental, Vision and Nutrition programs (Congregate and Home Delivered Meals)

· Provide transportation support
· Pursue Community First Choice Option to bring in additional federal dollars

· Restore home care hours for individuals who need this support to stay in their community

· Study alternative public and private long-term care financing options

· Implement Washington State Alzheimer’s Plan
It’s important to look at the numbers.  They tell a story that clearly says the investment is worth it.
· 850,000+ Washington citizens are unpaid family caregivers providing 80% of services to allow family members to remain at home.  Savings to state - $10.6 billion. 
· Pre-Medicaid annual cost to help keep a senior at home is $2,000 compared to Medicaid nursing-home annual cost of $52,000 

· 72% of care recipients are at or near (within 9 months) Medicaid eligibility.  

· Family Caregiver Support Program (FCSP) only supports 1% of family caregivers 

· Alternate sources of support are inadequate, expensive or last resort.
· Medicare provides limited, short-term services

· Private long-term care insurance plans are hard to find and extremely expensive

· Medicaid eligibility requires spending assets down to poverty levels
The aging demographic is rapidly growing.  Modest investment today can preserve a program that has immense value to those receiving care, and to Washington’s economy.  Let’s work together to keep Washington a place where growing old is a life journey that promotes choice, independence and dignity.
Sincerely,

Tom Jones, State Council on Aging
Representing _____________________
