[bookmark: _GoBack]STATE COUNCIL ON AGING MINUTES
JANUARY 28, 2014
Members present: Cheryl Townsend-Winter, Pat Mahoney, Dave Rogers, Ron Bacon, Suzanne Holmes, Joanne Levine, Barry Lamont, Stuart Maier, Aruna Bhuta, Kathleen Miller, Carl Bender, Gail Haskett, M. Helen Spencer, Beth Tucker, Gail Hiestand. 
Others present: Susan Engels, ALTSA; Bea Rector, ALTSA; Liz Tidyman, citizen
Members absent: Paul Malinkski, Rob Gelder, Representative Sherry Appleton, Senator Karen Kiser, Rosemary Biggins
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 am and each member introduced themselves. Beth, our new member, went into a little history about herself. She agreed to be appointed to the Legislative Committee. Liz Tidyman introduced herself as a guest and was welcomed.
The report on Governor’s Breakfast at the mansion was given by Dave Rogers. Gail corresponded with Jason McGill requesting the top 3 things the Council might be able to help with this legislative session. Jason asked for the Council’s support, as follows:
1.        End of Life planning and preparing for increases of people with dementia and Alzheimer’s
a.        DSHS has agreed to produce a state Alzheimer’s plan without additional resources. 
b.       Washington will also work with the Dr. Robert Bree Collaborative to develop comprehensive policy change related to end of life care and planning.
2.       Long Term Care Insurance (LTC) Financing – Not enough people buy LTC insurance, so more and more people rely on Medicaid, which requires spending down to qualify for Medicaid. 
a.        The Governor’s Supplemental budget funded $500,000 for a comprehensive study of public/private LTC insurance options and ways to incent purchasing of LTC insurance.
3.       Retirement planning – Not enough people are prepared for retirement. Small business employers do not even offer employees options – most would if the market worked. This puts a strain on personal finances as well as state resources. 
a.        The Governor’s Supplemental budget funded initial planning for voluntary retirement accounts primarily for small business owners and employees who do not partake in private planning options ($250,000 was included in the budget to define the IRS legal questions). 
Jason indicated that there are other issues related to the Aging Summit, but these would be key for this session. Discussion ensued as to how the Council could support these issues in the short time we have and our limited meetings.
Gail handed out a copy of the RCW’s associated with the Council and a chart that reflected how the RCW’s could be addressed by each committee in the focused committee work (attached). In reviewing the RCW’s and the 12 meetings per year statement in the RCW, Cheryl made a motion the Council go to 10 meetings per year in order to accomplish our responsibilities. The motion was seconded by Joanne, and discussion ensued regarding funding for 10 meetings. The Chair requested of Bea Rector and Susan Engels as to whether they could determine if  the ALTSA budget would support this. Bea and Susan agreed to have an answer to this no later than the March meeting, if not sooner. The motion was put to a vote and carried unanimously.

The Council reviewed the committee members again (attached) and discussed the importance of participation by each member.
Gail asked for volunteers to work on the bylaws with the Executive Committee and Ron and Helen volunteered and were appointed. Bylaws will be sent to all Council members this month for review and comment, and the Chair asked that Council members use the RCW handout as a reference. The new proposed mission statement and by-laws will be presented to the Council at the March meeting for review, then mailed out and voted on at the May Gail announced the importance of Council representatives attending the Caregiving in America Forum sponsored by the Washington Post, which is being held in Seattle the morning of Feb. 19th, the same day as the next Council meeting. Kathleen and Cheryl volunteered to attend and will give a short summary presentation at the February Council meeting in the afternoon.
Bea Rector of Home and Community Services (HCS) was present for the ALTSA update. Bea talked about the legislative bills that may be of interest to the Council, specifically:
· HB 1574: Establishing a fee for certification for the residential services and supports program to cover investigative costs. 
· SB 2634: Concerning enforcement standards and sanctions for residential services and support providers
· HB 2632, HB 2947 & SB 6453:  related to electronic timekeeping for caregivers who are unable to submit time worked when exceptional circumstances happen.
· HB 2633 & SB 4620: expanding the definition of vulnerable adults who are “at risk”
· Bea shared the Community First Choice Option and the staffing required. Council requested that Bea send an email outlining this program so we could understand it better. 
· Bea will give a summary of her report to attach to minutes.
Guest Liz Tidyman gave a public comment and written statement regarding her concerns of financial exploitation to vulnerable adults by departments within WA State. The Chair thanked her for her presentation. The statement is attached.
Cathy Knight presented on legislative priorities of concern to W4A and distributed a packet for our review that will be available at Senior Lobby Day. She apologized for Walt Bowen’s absence and gave a summary report for Senior Lobby with the help of the Council’s legislative Chair, Dave Rogers.
Walt Bowen was unable to attend and report. Dave Rogers gave the report on the Senior Lobby. Dave will update the legislation list he submitted to include Bea’s list, and Bea agreed to update the Council with emails through Dave when other legislation or updates that may be of concern to the Council are available. Dave will notify all Council members.
The Council bean a discussion concerning the integration of the next SCOA meeting and Senior Lobby and what we could accomplish. The Council requested that Secretary Quigley, Jason McGill, and possibly a representative of the new Legislative Executive Committee on Aging attend   the half-day SCOA meeting to address their concerns and answer questions. Melanie will research best meeting space for this and Bea or Rosemary will arrange attendance, if possible. Sec. Quigley and Jason McGill are attending the Caregiver Forum in Seattle that morning, as will our members, so the meeting will not start until 1:00 pm, with tentative agenda:
1:00-1:30	Kevin Quigley
1:30-2:00	Representative from Legislative Executive committee
2:00-2:15	Break
2:15-3:00	Committees
3:15-4:00	Closing



Committee reports:
Legislative Committee-Dave Rogers 
Helen Spencer was appointed by the Committee to act as an alternate to the Senior Lobby meetings.
Dave spoke on attending Sr. Lobby as individuals, members of Advisory Councils, but not as SCOA members except for supporting legislation as Jason outlined in his request earlier. To keep the Council informed, the following assignments were made:
· Helen will report on SB 6294
· Pat will report on SB 5310
· Beth will report on SB 6124
· Gail will report on SB 6132 
· Dave will provide update on bills not listed below but of interest to the Council and which were addressed in Jason’s requests.

Public Outreach and Education Committee-Carl Bender
· In March, the Council will be shown a PowerPoint presentation and will need audio/visual equipment for it. 
· Cheryl created a press release for the council the committee will be working on finalizing. Same for the nutrition program information. 
· Aruna will be going through a list of TV & radio stations for advertising. 
· Suzanne shared her AAA’s marketing ideas of their “key” points to share with legislatures. 
· Carl requested Council members submit “talking points” to the committee.
 
Research Committee- Barry Lamont
· Barry and Joanne reported on the transportation project and presented the matrix that was created by the information submitted by the committee members. Joanne did an excellent job of compiling and presenting the information on the matrix.
·  Supporting documents were handed out. 
· The Committee decided the next step is to “follow the money” and will be working on that to present at the March Council meeting. 
· .The committee will be researching successful rural models, as well.
Meeting was adjourned at 2:40
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