%, Administration for Community Living

Advancing independence and inclusion of older adults and people with disabilities

September 26, 2025

Mr. Mike Anbesse
Interim Assistant Secretary, Home and Community Living Administration,

Department of Social and Health Services,
PO Box 45600
Olympia, WA 98504-5600

Dear Mr. Anbesse:

[ am pleased to inform you that the Washington State Plan on Aging Amendment to come into
compliance with the Older Americans Act Final Rule effective October 1, 2025, through

September 30, 2027 has been approved.

The State Plan Amendment outlines significant activities that will serve as a guide for
Washington’s aging service network during the next two years. Of particular note is your
commitment to development of state program guidance and policy to allow for the provision of
shelf-stable, pick-up, carry-out, drive-through, or similar meals using no more than 25% of
Congregate Meal service funding under the OAA.

[ appreciate your dedication to ensure the continuity of quality services for older adults and
family caregivers in Washington and am delighted to see that the Home and Community Living

Administration continues to serve as an effective and visible advocate.

The Administration for Community Living looks forward to working with you and the Home and
Community Living Administration in the implementation of the State Plan Amendment. If you
have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at aoa.oaa@acl.hhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Mary Lazare
Acting Administrator/Assistant Secretary for Aging

Ce:  Kari Benson, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aging
Alice Kelsey, Deputy Director, Administration on Aging
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