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STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES
Appointment Process for Uniform Guardianship Act – Advisory Group Guardian ad Litem and Visitor - Model Training Programs 
(Minors and Adults/Older Adults)
	Background:
	The DSHS convened “UGA Advisory Group for Guardian ad Litem and Court Visitor – Model Training Programs (Minor and Adults/Older Adults)” provides expertise and feedback to the department to develop a model training curriculum for use by county Superior Courts.   

The Advisory Group will consist of 10 to 15 members that will meet the requirements of the statute in two focus areas. One for Minors and one for Adults/Older Adults.  Advisory Group members are appointed to a 3-year term. 
It is anticipated each member will commit to a minimum of 10 hours of pre-meeting preparation for the initial meeting and three meetings lasting approximately 2 hours each. 

	Appointment 

Process
	Initial Appointments to the Advisory Group:
For initial appointments or unplanned vacancies, DSHS will solicit applications through DSHS Gov.Delivery interest groups and distribution lists managed by: 
1) Office of Guardianship and Elder Services, Administrative Office of the Courts (currently Stacey Johnson);  
2) State Court Administrator, AOC (currently Dawn Marie Rubio); and 
3) WA State Bar Association.  
Participating agencies will ensure special outreach to consumer/advocacy organizations such as AARP, ARC, Disability Rights WA (DRW), and WA Association of Child Advocate Programs (WACAP). 
The applicant(s) will complete the required application. Copies of completed applications and any attachments will be accepted by DSHS/ALTSA and forwarded to appointing agencies for each area of expertise for their recommendations.  Appointed members may include employees of agencies if they are qualified.  
DSHS will make final appointments. DSHS is responsible for ensuring that the Advisory Group membership meets the statute requirements.

Applicants may be appointed to Adult or Minor focused work or both, depending on their expertise, willingness, and group structure of each focus area.

Reappointment to the Advisory Group:

Three months before a current member’s final term expires or a re-appointment is sought, DSHS will send an informational email detailing the reappointment process, and applicant requirements and timelines to the member. 

For reappointments, the Advisory Group will make the reappointment.
DSHS and other participating agencies may staff the Advisory Group with additional subject matter experts, such as curriculum developers. 


appointed pursuant to special proceeding rule 98.16W.

	Definitions:

(7) "Court visitor" means the person appointed by the court pursuant to this chapter. 

(40) "Visitor" means a court visitor.

(12) "Guardian ad litem" means a person appointed to inform the court about, or to represent, the needs and best interests of a minor.

(1) "Adult" means an individual at least eighteen years of age or

an emancipated individual under eighteen years of age.

(20) "Minor" means an unemancipated individual under eighteen years of age.
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