Creating Connections

Year 3 Goals Highlights

Year 3 will be an exciting year as the activities from Year 2 are further
implemented and expanded upon. Among many other activities, by the
end of Year 3, we plan to:

Create an interactive training, in partnership with alumni of care and
veteran parents, for mental health providers on the child welfare system
and considerations when working with a child or youth in foster care

9 Utilize the 2536 Gaps Analysis to inform system level decision making

Continue to engage and involve foster youth, alumni of care, veteran
parents, foster parents to guide the grant activities

Add child welfare measures to children's behavioral health dashboard of
shared indicators

v 9 Refine and sustain the efforts undertaken in Year 2
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“QC Year 2 Accomplishments
s ~ -
ﬂ Trained Child Health & Education Track Screeners (CHET) and Supervisors é

on administering the new Trauma Tool

Implemented the Trauma Tool into the CHET 6

Hired and trained Ongoing Mental Health Screeners 6
Implemented the Ongoing Mental Health program é

Developed and implemented a mental health curriculum for new and 6
existing child welfare social service specialists



Spotlight on Training and Ongoing Mental
Health Screening

@® During Year 2, five 3-hour mental health trainings were provided for newly hired
Children’s Administration social service specialists with a total of 30 participants.
The Alliance for Child Welfare Excellence coaches have started to deliver the
training to all new incoming social service specialists. The Alliance now has internal
capacity to deliver the training and the Creating Connections team will observe
trainings throughout the state to monitor fidelity.

Two full day in-service trainings were conducted with a total of 23 participants
representing a wide variety of Children's Administration (CA) staff including social
service specialists, CASAs, attorneys, CHET Screeners, CPS Investigators, Guardians
ad litem, CA Program Mcmc:gers and others.

@® Six full day In-Service Trainings are scheduled between now and June 2015.

7O
® Children's Administration expanded the CHET database to collect information from
the Ongoing Mental Health screening program on the three mental health screening
tools (ASQ-SE, PSC-17, Trauma Tool) to include the following data elements:

1) Which tool(s) were administered, 2) who completed the tool when it was
administered, and 3) if there were concerns based on the screening scores

@ Between July 2014 and September 2014, 128 children and youth ages 3-17 have
been screened through the Ongoing Mental Health program.

Welcome
Joe Avalos, M.A., CDP

Joe Avalos, M.A., CDP, has |oined the Creating Connections Core Team
as a Co-Principal Investigator. Joe holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Psychology and Master of Arts degree in Counseling Psychology from
Saint Martin’s University in Lacey, WA. Joe is the supervisor of the
Children’s Behavioral Health Team with the Division of Behavioral Health
and Recovery. Joe has worked with youth and families in a variety of
clinical settings, including the emergency department of a major hospital
and outpatient chemical dependency services. Joe is also a state certified
Chemical Dependency Professional, a U.S. Navy Veteran, and a former
foster parent.




