1624 (CAFPT) Meeting
Recruitment/Retention
Region 3 S
June 9, 2015
Vancouver DCFS

Attendees: Peggy Hays, Amy Gardner, Terri Barnett, Cindy Hardcastle, Debbie Lynn, Kristeen Lewis (FP),
Tessa Vasilas (FP), Catherine Gutz (FP) Amy Cadorniga (FP), Larry Morris (FP), Steph Vombaur (FP), Dixie
Ehrhard (FP) Jaimee Redwine, Maria Polyak, Steven Roberts

Joining by phone: Aberdeen — DCFS staff
Centralia — DLR Staff
Vancouver — Kim Glover (FP)
Port Angeles - DCFS staff

1624 rep — Amy Gardner:

Amy reminded the group of the two topics taken to the statewide meeting from Reg 3 S last quarter.
They were day care for all caregivers, and challenges in obtaining eye glasses for children, and lack of
providers (opticians) who take medical coupons. There is no money available in the budget to provide
day care for all caregivers — only working foster parents. Even this form of day care is under review due
to budget restraints. Peggy handed out a one page clarification on obtaining eye glasses. Feel free to
contact her at 993-7816 if you would like a copy. The Foster Well-Being Unit can facilitate contacts with
the Vision Program at the Health Care Authority and Airway Heights to discuss any issues. (1-800-562-
3022 ext. 595994). It was also recommended that foster parents always have a spare pair of glasses for
each child.

Vancouver was the only office with foster parents in attendance for this 1624 meeting, so the “voting”
on topics was from that office only.

First discussion revolved around Adoption Support. Reportedly, foster parents are only being offered
Medicaid, and being offered “zero” for adoption support subsidy. Debbie Lynn talked about payment
being based on the needs of the child, and the fact that income is also factored in. She recommended
taking concerns up the chain of command to find resolution. Several foster parents stated this has
happened, with positive results. Foster parents would like a list of guidelines or Q and A sheet from
adoption support. Specifically they would like information on the process, what is needed, what are the
timelines, etc. Peggy will track this down and get it out. The Alliance is also in the process of revamping
the Adoption 101 class. Arthur and Brandy Otto would love to hear what foster parents would like to
see included in the course.

Rate Assessment: there is a work group spearheaded by our 1624 representative, Amy Gardner, working
on some of the respite issues. Amy will report to the CAFPT by next quarter.

Respite: Foster parents report children are being dropped off for respite with no information, no
transition of any kind, and sometimes unlabeled medications. Could we develop a guideline sheet for
foster parents to use for respite? Currently there is one used by Catholic Community Services.



Catherine, Amy, and Kristine will get a copy and expand or develop for usage by DCFS foster parents.

This would be especially helpful for placement coordinators when making arrangement for respite.

Some foster parents continue to have challenges in getting social workers to return phone calls, and also

getting notification of court hearings. Again, we discussed contacting worker or going up the chain of

command, if necessary. Suggestions:

- Always check voice mail to confirm the worker is in the office - they could be out of town or on sick
leave.

- foster parents can contact the worker of the day who often can answer questions, or resolve the
issue.

- recommended foster parents send an email to the worker, cc the supe, stating you are trying to
reach them and have left a message.

- always assume good intent

At this point there are answers or resolutions to topics brought forward from Region 3S, so no issues will

move forward to the statewide meeting.

Jeanine Tachini — DLR Area Administrator:

Jeanine reports all R3S vacancies in DLR have been filled as of 6/1/15. In May there were 23 new homes
licensed. The total number of foster homes in R3S is 815 state homes, and 160 private agency homes.

Arthur Fernandez — Alliance:

Region 3 = Training statistics: (Jan — March 2015)

12 CCT Module 1 and 12 CCT module 2 were completed

30 CCE classes completed

822 participated — 728 completed

576 participants in CCT — 476 completed

273 participated in CCE — 252 completed

83 unlicensed kinship caregivers participated — 73 completed
39 licensed kinship caregivers participated — 37 completed

The Alliance will be rolling out new curriculum over the fiscal next year. This includes:

Positive Discipline: The Full Series (15 Hour)

Effects of Abuse and Neglect on Child Development

Teaming for Parent-Child Visitation

An Introduction to Indian Child Welfare

Infant Safety and Care

Partners Make Better Decisions (for Social Workers and Caregivers)
Youth Missing from Care

Next meeting: September 15, 2015 — 10:00 am. — 12:00 pm. at the Kelso DCFS office.






