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FAMILY SITUATION
Family Development Stages:
School Age Children

Describe the family's composition and cultural factors:
This is about gaining a deeper understanding of the CHILD, and/or the child's family of origin, by learning
about their culture.

This question should be considered when there are composition and cultural factors that are important in
the consideration of a permanent family/permanency for this child.

Situations include children with strong cultural ties/beliefs that are important when considering permanency
(eg- strong religious background, Native American heritage)

Helpful questions to consider include:
What were/are their values, beliefs, experiences, and customs?
What were/are their communication style, methods of problem-solving and conflict resolution styles?
Were they from here, recently move or immigrate to the United States?
What does/did their community look like?

Describe the nature and extent of the maltreatment or family situation.
This question gives permanent families the background of how/why a child initially was placed in out-of-
home care. The pre-termination case has information that can be summarized and edited to complete this
box. The information in this box let's those who review its contents become aware of the type, severity, and
patterns of the maltreatment that the Department assessed when the child was removed.

The information in this box is important because it tells the story of the abuse/neglect the child was
exposed to prior to out-of-home placement as well as describing the events that took place in the child's
life and pieces of the effects that the CA/N had on the child.

Describe the everyday life task(s) that contribute to the maltreatment.
This question does not pertain to legally free children and can be listed as "not applicable"

Describe the surrounding circumstances accompanying the maltreatment or family situation.
This question does not pertain to legally free children and can be listed as "not applicable"

SAFETY THREATS
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The family situation results in no adults in the home performing parenting duties and responsibilities that
assure the child's safety.

No

The family situation is that the living arrangement(s) seriously endanger the child's physical health. No

Caregiver(s) do not have or do not use resources necessary to meet the child's immediate basic needs
which presents an immediate threat of serious harm to a child.

No

Caregiver(s) lack the parenting knowledge, skills, or motivation necessary to assure a child's safety. No

Caregiver(s) are not meeting, cannot meet or will not meet the child's exceptional physical, emotional,
medical, or behavioral needs.

No

Child sexual abuse is suspected, has occurred, or circumstances suggest sexual abuse is likely to
occur.

No

PARENTING PRACTICES
Describe how each parent disciplines the child(ren).
This question pertains to the child's current caregivers.

This is about how caregivers approach discipline and child guidance. It's different from a general parenting
question because how a child is disciplined is highly related to both risk of maltreatment and threats to
child safety. Describe how each parent/caregiver teaches and guides the child. This is more than use of
time outs.

Helpful questions include (but are not limited to):

DISCIPLINARY METHODS
What disciplinary methods do they use?

CONCEPT AND PURPOSE OF DISCIPLINE
What are the parameters of acceptable child behavior?

CONTEXT IN WHICH DISCIPLINE OCCURS
Who does the disciplining?
What is the environment in which discipline occurs in the family?

CULTURAL PRACTICES
What cultural practices influence discipline?

What are the overall parenting practices used by the parent?
This question pertains to the child's current caregivers.
This is about the general approach to parenting which forms a basis for understanding caregiver-child
interaction. Understanding what a parent thinks/feels about parenting is good child safety insight.

Helpful questions include (but are not limited to):

REASONS FOR BEING A CAREGIVER
Why are the caregiver's parents?

SATISFACTION IN BEING A CAREGIVER
How satisfied is the caregiver in being a parent?
What does the caregiver feel they are doing well?
What would the caregiver like to improve on?
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CAREGIVER KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL IN PARENTING AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
What is the caregivers knowledge/skill in parenting and child development?
Does the caregiver have a clear understanding of the child's developmental stage/needs?
Is the caregiver willing to meet the needs of the child?
How does the caregiver get the child to school, medical appointments, etc?
What is the daily routine of the parent/child?
What are the patterns of supervision?
How does the parent help the child learn and grow?

CAREGIVER EXPECTATIONS AND EMPATHY FOR THE CHILD
What expectations does the caregiver have of the child (is it developmentally appropriate)?
Does the caregiver show empathy for the child?
What are the person's child rearing attitudes and expectations?
In what ways does the person think about, talk about, and perceive their child?
How satisfied is the person as a parent?

PARENTING PRACTICES DECISION MAKING
How does the parent make parenting decisions?
What types of parenting decisions has the parent made?

PARENTING STYLE AND HISTORY OF PARENTING PRACTICES
What does the person know about parenting? What is the person's parenting style? Where did it come
from?
What does the person think they do best as a parent? Are they able to talk about their skills as a parent?
What is the history of the parenting behavior?
How does the person communicate with their child?
How does the person include the child in their life?
What examples show how the person accepts their responsibilities as a parent?
How and when does the person play with the child?
How does the person view child rearing in terms of difficulty, complexity, or challenge?
When talking about parenting, is the person centered on their own needs/desires or their child?
What examples and experiences are discussed that show the person is bonded with the child?
How does the person manage parenting frustrations?
How does the person describe their child (subjectively versus objectively; accurate perceptions; in
understanding ways related to age, capacity, strengths, limitations)?

PROTECTIVENESS
How protective is the parent?
In what ways does the person demonstrate acceptance of the child?
How does the person describe daily routine and specifically the child's routine?

Describe what the family has done to keep the child(ren) safe and healthy in the past and resources used.
This question pertains to the child's current caregivers.

Understanding and gathering information about a family's and parent/caregiver support system helps
identify resources that can be used to keep children safe when identified as unsafe.

Times when the family functioned well - what has the family done to keep children safe and healthy in the
past. How the family can "get it right" and give insight to resources and what it looked like when things
were better for this family.

FAMILY SUPPORT
Describe the family's support system.
This question pertains to the child's current caregivers.
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Understanding and gathering information about a caregiver's support system helps identify resources that
can be used to keep children safe when identified as unsafe.

Exceptions (what the family has done to keep children safe and healthy in the past) also shows how the
family can "get it right" and gives insight to resources and what it looked like when things were better in a
family.

PARENT/CAREGIVER FUNCTIONING
Safety Threats:
Caregiver(s) are acting (behaving) violently or dangerously and the behaviors impact child safety. No

There has been an incident of domestic violence that impacts child safety. No

The domestic violence perpetrator has caused serious harm or threats of harm against the
adult victim/caregiver of the child.

The domestic violence perpetrator has seriously harmed or threatened serious harm to the
child.

The level of violence and/or threats towards either the adult victim or child is increasing so that
serious harm is likely to occur.

There are other indications of increased dangers from the domestic violence perpetrator such
as suicide threats or attempts, substance abuse or threats with weapons.

Caregiver(s) will not or cannot control their behavior and their behavior impacts child safety. No

Caregiver(s) perceive child in extremely negative terms. No

Caregiver's attitudes, emotions or behaviors threaten severe harm to a child, or caregiver(s) fear they
will maltreat the child and are requesting placement.

No

Caregiver(s) intend(ed) to seriously hurt the child. No

Caregiver(s) overtly rejects CA intervention, refuses access to a child, or there is some indication that
the caregiver(s) will flee.

No

Caregiver(s) cannot or will not explain child's injuries or maltreating condition(s) or explanation is not
consistent with the facts.

No

Safety Threats:
CHILD FUNCTIONING
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A child has serious physical injuries or serious physical conditions resulting from maltreatment. No

A child demonstrates serious emotional symptoms, self-destructive behavior and/or lack of behavioral
control that results in provoking dangerous reactions in caregivers.

No

A child is extremely fearful for the home situation or people within the home. No

Test, Girl (2673549)

Describe how the child functions on a daily basis.
This question is concerned with a child's general behavior, emotions, temperament and physical capacity
within developmentally appropriate standards. It addresses how a child is from day to day rather than focusing
on points in time. Helpful questions include, but are not limited to:

CAPACITY FOR ATTACHMENT
How is the child attached to the caregiver, and/or how does the child attach to caregivers
How is the caregiver attached to the child?

GENERAL MOOD AND TEMPERAMENT
Describe the personality of the child.
How does the child respond to discipline/redirection?
How does the child respond to praise and/or affection?

INTELLECTUAL FUNCTIONING
Describe the intelligence of the child.
Describe the current development of the child.

COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL SKILLS
Describe the communication and social skills of the child.
How vulnerable is the child?
How does the child communicate to protect themselves?
How is the child with caregiver(s), sibling(s), peer(s) and anyone else in the family?
Who else is in the family?

EXPRESSIONS OF EMOTIONS/FEELINGS
How does the child express emotions and feelings?

BEHAVIOR
How is the child's behavior?

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE
How does the child do in school?
What are the child's special needs?

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH
Describe the child's physical and mental health.
How are the child's motor skills?

FUNCTIONING WITHIN CULTURAL NORMS
How is the child functioning within cultural norms?

CHILDREN WITH ON-GOING CA INVOLVEMENT:
Social worker's contact with child, including Health & Safety visits
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Concerns/safety threats for the child
Placement changes
Adjustment to placement
Feelings about agency involvement with their family
Sibling connections and other significant individuals in the child's life.
Community connections such as sports, mentoring, clubs and activities, church or religious
affiliations
Education - Grade level and school progress
- How is the child functioning in school? What does the child like most or least?
- What are their achievements?
- Are there any challenging subjects?

SAFETY DECISION
Final Safety Decision:Safe Final Safety Plan Decision:No Safety Plan Required

RECOMMENDATION
Assessment Summary:
The assessment summary contains information towards the progress of permanency for this child.

Assessment Recommendation:

Explain:

SIGNATURES
Parent/Guardian: Date: Date:Parent/Guardian:

Child's (Over 12 Years): Date: Other: Date:

Social Service Specialist: Date: Supervisor: Date:
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