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Developmental Disability Service System Task Force


HISTORY

In June 2011, the Washington State Legislature passed, and the Governor signed, Second Substitute Senate Bill (2SSB) 5459.  This bill is generally called the “RHC bill.”

When 2SSB 5459 was passed, the Legislature stated their intent about the developmental disabilities system.  The bill states:

It is the intent of the legislature that:
· Community-based residential services supporting people with developmental disabilities should be available in the most integrated setting appropriate to individual needs; and
· An extensive transition planning and placement process should be used to ensure that people moving from a residential habilitation center to a community setting have the services and supports needed to meet their assessed health and welfare needs.

2SSB 5459 GOALS

The Legislature stated multiple goals and guiding principles about the overall system of services for individuals with developmental disabilities.  The stated goals are:
· A developmental disability is a natural part of human life and the presence of a developmental disability does not diminish a person's rights or the opportunity to participate in the life of the local community.

· The system of services for people with developmental disabilities should provide a balanced range of health, social, and supportive services at home or in other residential settings. The receipt of services should be coordinated so as to minimize administrative cost and service duplication, and eliminate unnecessarily complex system organization.

· The public interest would best be served by a broad array of services that would support people with developmental disabilities at home or in the community, whenever practicable, and that promote individual autonomy, dignity, and choice.
· In Washington State, people living in residential habilitation centers and their families are satisfied with the services they receive, and deserve to continue receiving services that meet their needs if they choose to receive those services in a community setting.
· As other care options for people with developmental disabilities become more available, the relative need for residential habilitation center beds is likely to decline.  The legislature recognizes, however, that residential habilitation centers will continue to be a critical part of the state's long term care options; and that such services should promote individual dignity, autonomy, and a home-like environment.
· In a time of fiscal restraint, the state should consider the needs of all persons with developmental disabilities and spend its limited resources in a manner that serves more people, while not compromising the care people require.

DD SERVICE SYSTEM TASK FORCE
2SSB 5459 established a new statewide task force that will make recommendations on:
· The development of a system of services for persons with developmental disabilities that is consistent with the goals articulated above;

· The state's long term needs for residential habilitation center capacity, including the benefits and disadvantages of maintaining one center in eastern Washington and one center in western Washington;
· A plan for efficient consolidation of institutional capacity, including whether one or more centers should be downsized or closed and, if so, a time frame for closure;

· Mechanisms through which any savings that result from the downsizing, consolidation, or closure of residential habilitation center capacity can be used to create additional community-based capacity;

· Strategies for the use of surplus property that results from the closure of one or more centers;
· Strategies for reframing the mission of Yakima Valley School consistent with 2SSB 5459 that consider:
· The opportunity, where cost-effective, to provide medical services, including centers of excellence, to other clients served by the Department of Social and Health Services; and
· The creation of a treatment team consisting of crisis stabilization and short term respite services personnel, with the long term goal of expanding to include the provisions of specialty services, such as dental care, physical therapy, occupational therapy, and specialized nursing care to individuals with developmental disabilities residing in the surrounding community.

The task force shall report their recommendations to the appropriate committees of the Legislature by December 1, 2012.

The legislation identified at least twelve members of the task force as follows:

· Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, from different political caucuses;
· Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, from different political caucuses;
· The following members appointed by the Governor:
· Two advocates for people with developmental disabilities;
· A representative from the developmental disabilities council;
· A representative of families of residents in residential habilitation centers;

· Two representatives of labor unions representing workers who serve residents in residential habilitation centers;
· The Secretary of the Department of Social and Health Services (or designee); and

· The Secretary of the Department of General Administration (or designee).
For more information, visit the DDD website: http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ddd/index.shtml or contact Don Clintsman, Assistant Director, Division of Developmental Disabilities, clintdl@dshs.wa.gov.
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