ATTACHMENT A
ATTACHMENT A

RELEASE OF LIABILITY/

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RESPONSIBILITY

FOR INTERNET ACCESS AND ASSOCIATED COSTS

The undersigned resident of [name of facility] residential habilitation center (RHC), and the undersigned legal representative or family member, hereafter referred to collectively as “Resident and Representative”, hereby agree to the following terms and conditions required for internet access while residing at the RHC:

1.
Resident and Representative have been provided a copy and have reviewed Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) Policy 6.17, Client Internet Access at the RHCs.
2.
Resident and Representative have been provided an opportunity to discuss Policy 6.17 with RHC staff and to ask questions about the requirements of the policy.  Resident and Representative hereby agree to all terms and conditions contained in Policy 6.17.
3.
Resident and Representative understand and acknowledge that as stated in Policy 6.17, they are fully responsible for the cost of Internet access and for the Resident’s personal use of Internet access, and that DDD or RHC staff are not responsible for monitoring or controlling how the Resident uses the Internet access or what websites are visited.  Resident and Representative accept responsibility for determining any limitations on the Resident’s Internet access.

4.
Resident and Representative agree that while DDD may choose to offer a power source enabling the Resident to access the Internet under the conditions described in this policy, DDD funds will not otherwise be expended to assist the Resident to obtain, access or use an Internet connection.

5.
Resident and Representative understand that DDD staff will not assist or encourage access to inappropriate Internet sites.  If the Resident chooses to access such sites, Resident and Representative understand and acknowledge that the Superintendent, in his or her sole discretion, may determine that such access is negatively impacting the Resident, other residents, or RHC staff and that the Superintendent may choose to withhold the RHC power source that supports the Resident’s Internet access.

6.
Resident and Representative understand that the Resident will not be allowed to engage in any Internet-related activity that is against the law or that would constitute abuse of persons with developmental disabilities.  Resident and Representative further understand that if any unlawful activity is suspected, RHC staff will notify the appropriate authorities and that the Superintendent may terminate the Resident’s Internet access pending investigation.
7.
Resident and Representative assume full responsibility and liability for any loss or damage to the Resident’s personal computer or computer-related equipment, unless such loss or damage is the result of negligent or intentional conduct of DDD staff.  The RHC and RHC staff will not be responsible for maintenance of the client’s computer and its software.

8.
Resident and Representative assume full liability for, and hereby release the Department of Social and Health Services, DDD, the State of Washington, and their employees from all costs or liabilities arising from the Resident’s equipment/Internet access and from any claims, damages, or causes of action arising as a result of the Resident’s use of Internet access.  Resident and Representative will indemnify and hold harmless the Department of Social and Health Services, DDD, the State of Washington, and their employees from all loss, damage, liens, and expense of any kind arising from the Resident’s computer and computer-related equipment or from Internet access.
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