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Ask the Expert 

If you have questions or need clarification about the content in this policy 
11.04, the Policy Chapter Manual identifies each policy owner. 
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Purpose  

To provide information to Intake and Eligibility workers in the Developmental 
Disabilities Administration Field Services regarding conditions determined to 
meet WAC 388-823-0600 criteria, and to provide the procedure for review of 
any new conditions received in a DDA enrollment application.  

Background 

WAC 388-823-0600 states that for a diagnosed condition to be considered 
for the category of “another neurological or other condition similar to 
intellectual disability”, the condition must be a neurological or chromosomal 
disorder that is known by reputable authorities to cause intellectual and 

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/dda/policies-and-rules/policy-manual
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-823-0600
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-823-0600
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adaptive skills deficits. DDA has previously reviewed many diagnoses to 
determine whether they meet that criteria. 

Scope 

This policy applies to DDA Field Services staff. 

Policy 

When an applicant submits documentation for DDA eligibility under the 
diagnostic category of “another neurological or other condition similar to 
intellectual disability,” the applicant’s diagnosed condition shall be reviewed 
by designated staff to determine whether the condition meets the 
requirements outlined in WAC 388-823-0600. 

The DDA Intake & Eligibility Program Manager will maintain a list of all 
reviewed conditions on the DDA I & E SharePoint website [DDA staff only]. 

Procedures 

A. Regional Intake and Eligibility Staff Responsibilities 

1. When an application for DDA enrollment is received under the 
category of “another neurological or other condition similar to 
intellectual disability,” I & E staff will follow these steps: 

2. Refer to the list of conditions on the DDA I & E SharePoint website 
[DDA staff only]to see if the condition has been reviewed 
previously. 

3. If the condition has not been reviewed previously, research the 
condition using one or more of the following resources: 

a. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-Diseases and 
Conditions (http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/)  

b. Genetics Home Reference 
(http://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/ghr/page/Home)  

c. Mayo Clinic Diseases and Conditions 
(http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseasesconditions)  

d. MedGen (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/medgen/)  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-823-0600
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/DiseasesConditions/
http://ghr.nlm.nih.gov/ghr/page/Home
http://www.mayoclinic.org/diseasesconditions
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/medgen/
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e. Medline Plus (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/)   

f. Medscape (http://www.medscape.com/today)  

g. Merck Manual Online Medical Library 
(http://www.merckmanuals.com/professional)  

h. National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke 
(http://www.ninds.nih.gov/)  

i. National Organization for Rare Disorders 
(https://rarediseases.org/)  

j. Online Mendelian Inheritance in Man (http://www.omim.org/)  

k. Pubmed.gov (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/)  

l. Unique-Rare Chromosome Disorder Guides 
(http://rarechromo.org/html/DisorderGuides.asp)  

m. Other resources may be identified and posted on the I & E 
SharePoint website [DDA staff only].  

4. Consult with your supervisor or their designee regarding the results 
of your research on the condition. 

5. The I & E staff will submit the information on the Another 
Neurological / Other Condition Submission Review Form available 
on the I & E SharePoint site [DDA staff only]. The I & E Supervisor 
will refer the condition to the Intake & Eligibility Program Manager. 
The following information is required: 

a. Name of the condition (common and technical, if available);  

b. Citations (including source) that suggest the condition is 
acceptable or not (include the exact URL for each webpage and 
the date accessed);  

c. Name and region of the I & E staff submitting the research;  

d. Name and region of the referring supervisor; and  

e. Date submitted. 

B. Intake and Eligibility Program Manager Responsibilities 

1. The I & E Program Manager will review the submission within five 
(5) business days of receiving the request. 

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/
http://www.medscape.com/today
http://www.merckmanuals.com/professional
http://www.ninds.nih.gov/
https://rarediseases.org/
http://www.omim.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/
http://rarechromo.org/html/DisorderGuides.asp
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
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2. If the condition is known by reputable authorities to cause 
intellectual and adaptive deficits, in any instance, the condition will 
be accepted and added to the list of conditions listed on the I & E 
SharePoint website [DDA staff only]. 

3. If the research submitted indicates the condition is not known to 
cause intellectual and adaptive deficits, the I & E Program Manager 
will request a review by the Lead Transition Team Psychologist.  

4. The Lead Transition Team Psychologist will review the information, 
review additional research to confirm whether the condition meets 
the criteria for the requirements of WAC 388-823-0600. The Lead 
Transition Team Psychologist may seek the opinion of a medical 
professional in making the determination. 

5. The I & E Program Manager will notify the Case Manager of the final 
decision.  

6. The I & E Case Manager may submit additional information at any 
time for the team to use in updating its decision (follow these same 
steps in the process).  

7. If available research is unclear or contradictory whether the 
condition is known to cause intellectual and adaptive deficits, a 
panel will be formed by the I & E Program Manager. 

a. The panel must consist of the referring I & E Case Manager and 
supervisor, the Lead Transition Team Psychologist, one person 
from the other two regions and the I & E Program Manager. An 
individual with a medical background may also be required.  

b. The panel will review available research and provide a decision 
within ten (10) business days.  

c. The I & E Program Manager will provide a written response of 
the panel’s decision to the referring case manager.  

8. In the event an applicant appeals a rejected condition, and the 
appeal result is favorable to the applicant, the I & E Program 
Manager will review the court decision and determine whether 
changes should be made to the list of Other Conditions. If the I & E 
Program Manager finds that the condition does not meet the criteria 

https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-823-0600


Policy 11.04 – Determining Another 
Neurological or Other Condition Similar to 
Intellectual Disability 
DDA Policies and Procedures Manual 

 

Page 5 of 6 Return to Table of Contents Last revised: 6/2026 

 

in WAC 388-823-0600, the condition will continue to be listed as 
rejected. 

9. Decisions will be maintained on the I & E SharePoint site [DDA staff 
only]. 

Exceptions 

No exceptions to this policy are allowed without the prior written approval of 
the Assistant Secretary or Deputy Assistant Secretary. 

Authority and Resources 

Authority 
WAC/RCW 
RCW 71A.10.020(6) Developmental Disability Definition 

WAC 388-823-0600 How do I show that I have another neurological or 
other condition similar to intellectual disability? 

Supersession 

DDA Policy 11.04 
Issued: September 15, 2015 

Revision History 

Date Made by Change(s) 

05/12/2026 Kat Gehring Updated to new format, clarified 
panel composition and updated 
internal appendix to show new 
SharePoint request form. 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-823-0600
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=71A.10.020
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-823-0600
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Appendix 

Diagnosis Review Form 

I & E SharePoint site [DDA staff only] 
 
 
 

Approved: ______________________  Date: _____________ 

Nichole Jensen on behalf of: 
Kris Pederson, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Developmental Disabilities Administration 

6/30/2026

https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/DSHS-DDA/Shared%20Documents/Policy/Diagnosis%20Review%20Form.odt?d=w6ca1f9cbefd94627895e9784fc0a225d&csf=1&web=1&e=NfRnkP
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DSHS-ALT-IE/Lists/Other%20Condition%20Review/All.aspx?viewpath=%2Fsites%2FDSHS%2DALT%2DIE%2FLists%2FOther%20Condition%20Review%2FAll%2Easpx&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZThtMlpVNE9FL2Q5MVQ4YTFvME8rUnNRbEJCVFg4Ykp1NTBPRUV2c1c3Zz0%3D&ovuser=11d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2Cnichole.jensen%40dshs.wa.gov
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