
On July 4, 2025, the president signed House Resolution 1, federal 
legislation that changes Medicaid eligibility. Beginning in October 2026, 
only U.S. citizens, lawful permanent residents and non-citizens who are 
Cuban or Haitian Entrants or residents from Compacts of Free Association 
nations will qualify for Medicaid coverage. This means refugees and 
certain categories of legal immigrants will lose access to medical (Apple 
Health) and long-term services and supports. Long-term services and 
supports provide clients with personal care assistance and wraparound 
services, such as a personal emergency response button.

In response to these federal changes, Washington state legislators 
provided funding and directed the Home and Community Living 
Administration and the Developmental Disabilities Administration to 
develop a new program to serve those clients with the highest personal 
care needs as well as help them maintain their housing.

HCLA and DDA are creating this new program, called the Limited Benefit 
Community Access Program.

H.R. 1 impacts on health and 
long-term care services for 
Immigrants and Refugees

The new State-Funded 
Limited Benefit 
Community Access 
Program will:
•	 Begin Oct. 1, 2026. 
•	 Serve approximately 173 clients 

impacted by H.R. 1. 
•	 Require clients to maintain 

financial and functional 
eligibility to continue on the 
program. 

•	 Base initial eligibility on client’s 
assessed level of care and those 
with 24/7 care in a licensed 
residential setting or skilled 
nursing facility. 

•	 Establish a waiting list for those 
who are not initially eligible for 
the program.

Estimated Clients Impacted by Setting

Approximately 97% of impacted people are Home and Community Services 
clients and 3% are Developmental Disabilities Administration clients.
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Resources and 
Organizations

Learn about how your health data 
is handled, your rights and your 
options.
www.wa-immigrant.info/en-us
206-672-4226

Immigration-
Related Legal 
Services

Washington State 
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Washington  
Immigrant  
Information  
Center

These organizations can help you 
apply for a green card if you qualify 
for one.

These programs support health, 
well-being and assistance for the 
whole family.
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https://www.wa-immigrant.info/en-us


Clients and Providers
Q: I am a Medicaid recipient receiving long-term care services and supports. Do I need to do 
anything prior to Oct. 1, 2026?
A: If you are an immigrant or refugee, work with your case manager to make sure they have current 
information about your immigration status.

Q: Who do I contact with questions about impacts of H.R. 1 to my services?
A: Reach out to your assigned case manager or social service specialist for assistance with questions.

Q: How will I be notified if my services will be terminated?
A: Around Sept. 14, 2026, termination notification letters will be mailed from your public benefits 
specialist noting the termination of your federal Medical (Apple Health) and long- term services and 
supports.

Q: How will I know if I’m eligible for the new Limited Benefit Community Access Program? 
A: If you are eligible for the Limited Benefit Community Access Program, you will receive an Award 
Notification letter from your public benefits specialist. You will also receive a letter, called a Planned 
Action Notice, from your long-term services and supports case manager, which will also outline the 
services for which you are approved.

Q: How will I know if I was not selected for the new Limited Benefit Community Access Program?
A: If you are not eligible for the Limited Benefit Community Access Program, you will receive a 
Planned Action Notice from your long-term services and supports case manager.

Q: How do I become a lawful permanent resident?
A: DSHS’s Office of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance partners with organizations that might be 
able to assist you become a lawful permanent resident. See the list of organizations and resources 
on the previous page to learn more about your options and how to apply for a green card.

Q: Who should I contact with questions about H.R. 1?
A: Providers should contact the entity that manages your contract. For in-home providers, 
this is your local Area Agency on Aging. For residential and skilled-nursing facilities, email 
hcsresidentialpolicy@dshs.wa.gov.

Frequently Asked Questions

partnering
with people
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