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.Sea:tle, \\'A ~8121 
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S. Ray L Wea,·er. Director 
Di\'ision of Child Support 
Dept. Of Social and Health Sen ices 
Ol)111pia, \\'A 9S507-9162 

Dear Mr. \\'ea\'er: 

Pursu;int to 45 CFR 301. 13. Region IO Administration for Children :::ind Families (.~CF, 
has re\'iewed the Washington St::ite child support st:::ite pbn. ACF Region l O finds that 
Wasl,ington· s state plan may no longer be ;_ippro,·.ib le n ithout appropriate attention 10 its 
child support guidelines . 

. ~CF Region 10 has been concerned for se,eral years ;1bout the state's child support 
!.'.Uidclines, \\hich are required by-lS CFR. J(J2.56 (d & c) to be p.irt of the state pl::rnand 
;eYiewed ,md reYised if appropriate at least once en·ry 4 )ears. After initiating 
discussions with \\'ashington State Di, ision of Child Suppo11, ,, e were assured 1ha1 the 
guidelines would be re,·iewed :ind re,ised. Ho,,e,er, it ;_ippeJrs th;,it the guidelincsha1e 
not been re,·ic,,e<l anJ rni~cd if appropriate. \\'e arc concemcd that the state did 1101 

meet 1he requirements of 45 CFR 302.56111), in conducting 1heir re,·ic\\'. Among 01her 
requirements in this regulation, the state JiJ not consiJer economic data on the costs of 
raising a child. It is our understanding thJt the economic data has not been upJ:ittd since 
] 991 and there ha,·e heen no re\'isicms to the guidelines since 1991 as well. 

Because of the state's failure to re, iew and re,·ise the guidelines if appropriate, \\e :ire 
notifying the Office of Child Surport Enforcement (OCSE) central office of our 
recommendation to disappt'O\ e the \\'Jshington State child support plan. If OCSE a~rees 

\\'ith our recommend;.ition to dis::ippro,·e the state plan, 1hey \\ ill issue a "notice of irnent 
to disappro,·e the state plan." At that time, tile st::iic ,, ill be :.ible to request a 
reconsideration under 45 CFR 301.14. 

As you know, a detem1ination that a state child support plan is dis::ippro,ed will result in 
immediate suspension of all Fedcr.il pa)111cnts for the state's child support enforcement 
program. and such pa)111e11ts ,, ill continue to be" ithheld until the state child suppon 
plan can be·appron'd by OCSE. In addition, in order to be eligible for a block grant for 
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Temporary Assist:mce to Needy Families (TANF). section 402 (a) (2) of the Social 
Security r\ct requires a state to certify that it will operate a child support enforcement 
program under an apprO\ed state child support plan. Therefore. TA:'.\'F funding may also 
be jeopardized if the state fails to correct this problem in a timely basis. 

Thank you for your prompt :mention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

I✓~~ 
Ste\·e Henigson 
Regional Administer 


