Child Support Schedule Workgroup – Priority of Issues
1. Adjustments for children from other relationships:  Whether to adopt the whole family method, blended family method, or some other formula into the support schedule to reduce the number of deviations. RCW 26.19.075(1)(e)
2.  The Need Standard (Self-Support Reserve): Whether to consider using something other than the current need standard, such as the federal poverty guidelines, to protect the amount of net income left for the noncustodial parent after current support is determined.  The current need standard is $1021 without shelter and $530 with shelter. RCW 26.19.065(2)
3. Imputing Federal Median Net:  The current schedule requires that in the absence of information to the contrary, a parent’s imputed income shall be based on federal median net income for full time workers.  Should some other standard be used as more appropriate? RCW 26.19.071(6)
4. Support Schedule Stops After $5000 Combined Net:  The support schedule is advisory if the parties combined net income exceeds $5000, which data shows could under-serve up to 19% of Washington families. RCW 26.19.065(3)
5. Changes to the Economic Table:  Whether the entire economic table should be revised.  Does the economic table still result in appropriate child support awards?
6. Medical Support:  Parents are required to maintain or provide health insurance coverage that does not exceed 25% of the basic child support obligation when it is available to cover the child through an employer or union.  Many parents cannot be required to provide health insurance under this standard, as health insurance has become less affordable and available. Should some other standard be used for requiring health insurance coverage to be provided for dependents? RCW 26.09.105  What about the 5% of extraordinary expenses requirement?
7. Imputation of Income to Parents in Public Assistance Cases: The law requires that receipt of public assistance, such as TANF, be disclosed but excluded from income when calculating child support.  Should income be imputed (attributed) to parents when they are on public assistance as the standard?  Can they be determined to be voluntarily unemployed or underemployed?  At what rate- minimum wage, median net, or some other standard for consistency? RCW 26.19.071(4)
8. Presumptive Minimum Obligation $25 Per Month Per Child:  If the combined net monthly income is less than $600 or if the child support obligation reduces the noncustodial parent’s net income below the need standard, support for each child is set at the presumptive minimum of $25.  Is this amount still appropriate? RCW 26.19.065(2)
9. Converting Gross to Net Income & Tax Assumptions:  Parties provide gross income in order to obtain net income needed to arrive at child support amount.  Calculators use make assumptions about party’s tax filing status & number of dependents.
10.  Treatment of the residential schedule:  Issues include how to treat shared custody arrangements, residential credit, and how that should impact the payment of child support.  RCW 26.19.075 (1)(d)
11. Overtime Income/Income from Second Jobs:  How should income from overtime or second jobs be treated in the support calculation? RCW 26.19.075(1)(b)
12. NCP’s Current Support Obligation Limited to 45% of Net Income: With limited exceptions, WA caps the NCP’s support obligation at 45% of net income, which the Consumer Credit Protection Act would allow WA to consider changing the cap to up to 50%- 60%, depending on the number of dependents and amount of past-due support. RCW 26.19.065(1)
