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Federal Requirement: 

CFR 302.56 requires that:… 
 

 States review and revise, if appropriate, their state child 
support guidelines once every four years to ensure that 
their application results in the determination of 
appropriate child support amounts. 

 Deviations from the guidelines must be limited. 
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State requirement: 

 RCW 26.19.025 requires the Division of Child Support to 
convene a workgroup every four years. 

 The workgroup must report its findings and 
recommendations to the legislature by October 1, 2011, 
for legislative action, if necessary. 
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2011 Child Support Workgroup 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Convened under RCW 26.19.025 

 Legislative appointments: 

 Rep. Jim Moeller 

 Sen. Jim Kastama 

 Sen. Mike Carrell 

 Governor appointments: 

 David Stillman, Chair, DCS Director 

 Gail Hammer, Gonzaga University School of 
Law. 

 Kathleen Schmidt, WSBA’s Family Law 
Executive Committee. 
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Membership (cont.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Ken Levinson, Director of the Nooksack Tribe’s Child 
Support Program 

 The Honorable Gary Bashor, Cowlitz County, 
Superior Court Judges Association 

 Janet Skreen, Office of the Administrator for the 
Courts 

 Kevin Callaghan, Yakima County Deputy Prosecutor, 
WAPA 
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Membership (cont.) 

 Ed Pesik, Jr., ALJ, OAH 

 Kristofer Amblad, Northwest Justice Project 

 James Cox, noncustodial parent 

 Tim Eastman, noncustodial parent 

 Andrew McDirmid, noncustodial parent 

 Kristie Dimak, custodial parent 

 Angela Gerbracht, custodial parent 

 Kathy Lynn, custodial parent 
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Public Meetings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Convened in January 2011.  

 12 in-person meetings. 

 Public forums held in Seattle and Spokane. 

 Subcommittee meetings held by conference call.  

 Public participation encouraged. 
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Report to the Legislature 

The report was delivered to the Legislature on September 30, 
2011. 
 
DCS’s review of child support orders is included in the report, 
consistent with 45 CFR 302.56. 
 
The report, and previous reports are available at: 
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/esa/dcs/finalreportofworkgrou
p2011.pdf 

 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/esa/dcs/finalreportofworkgroup2011.pdf
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/esa/dcs/finalreportofworkgroup2011.pdf
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The Economic Table - recommendation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a New Economic Table: 

 Base it on more current economic data. 

 Dr. Betson’s more recent economic data (from the CA 
report) should form the basis for WA’s  new economic 
table. 

  Collapse the table to a one-child column. 

 Use a combined monthly net income of $12,000. 
(Note: a minority of members wanted it to go higher.) 
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Comparison of Possible Methods 
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Proposed New “Betson” Table 
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“Betson” Table (cont.) 
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“Betson” Table (cont.) 
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Comparison of Economic Tables 
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Proposed “New Betson Table” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 Goes to $15,000 combined monthly net income. 
(Recommendation is $12,000 CMNI). 

 Based on a review of recent economic data used by Dr. Betson to 
produce a report for CA, which other states are also using. 

 Uses a single age category. 
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Adopt the Whole Family Formula 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 There should be a presumptive adjustment of support using the Whole 

Family Formula, rather than a deviation, when a parent has children not 
before the court.   

 The court may not grant this adjustment if doing so would leave 
insufficient funds in the custodial parent’s household.  
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Clarify the Self-Support Reserve 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The statutory reference to the self-support reserve should be 
clarified that the self-support reserve is 125% of the federal 
poverty level for a one-person family. 
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Residential Credit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Residential credit should be available in both superior court and the 
administrative forum, and should be adjusted when there are changes 
in the amount of time a child spends with a parent that varies from the 
residential time granted in the support order giving credit. 

 The residential schedule credit should not be considered a deviation, 
and should not be granted if it leaves insufficient funds in the custodial 
parent’s household. 

 The workgroup was unable to reach consensus on the method or 
formula to be used to calculate the credit, or the process for adjusting a 
residential credit, once given. 
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Post-secondary Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The statute regarding post-secondary educational support should 
be amended to provide more guidance on when to order post-
secondary educational support, how to set the amounts, and 
how and when it may be suspended, reinstated and/or 
terminated.  

 The workgroup could agree that there should be more guidance, 
but could not agree on specific recommendations. 
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Questions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information, please contact: 
 
David Stillman, Assistant Secretary 
DSHS, Economic Services Administration 
david.stillman@dshs.wa.gov  
360-725-4350 
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