Residential Credit Subcommittee Report = June 20, 2011
Members: Andrew McDirmid, Tim Eastman, Kristie Dimak, Gary Bashor, Kevin Callaghan, Angela

Gerbracht

DSHS Leader: George Smylie

e Written Plan: The Subcommittee agreed a written plan needs to be in place before the
Residential Credit (RC) is applied. A written plan can be in the form of a written order ora
written agreement between parents.

e Threshold:

o]
o

The Subcommittee is suggesting a 25% minimum threshold.

The subcommittee also agreed we need to change the current wording describing when
the RC should be applied from “significant amount of time”, and indicate when the
lower time parent has the child/ren 25% or more of the time the RC “should be”
applied. In cases where the judge or commissioner finds there is not adequate income
in a house to care for the child/ren the judge or commissioner should have discretion to
not apply the RC.

e Residential Credit Formula: Subcommittee reviewed Residential Credit Calculations detailed in

attached tables and bar graphs:

O

@]

Subcommittee agreed we are trying to provide a guideline calculation
(recommendation) but not a rigid formula. We would prefer allowing the judge or
commissioner’s discretion, when needed, to confirm there is adequate money in each
household to care for the child/ren. If there is not enough income in a home to care for
the child/ren then the RC should be adjusted accordingly to allow for adequate income
in that home.

The Subcommittee is suggesting the implementation of the Cross Credit Calculation
using a 25% multiplier.

e Timeline for Residential Credit Modifications:

o

The Subcommittee agrees the higher or lower time parent can request a Residential
Credit modification after 6 months if the children are not spending the residential days
as outlined in the written plan with one of the parents.

e Inverse (for lack of better words) Residential Credit:

o

Throughout the Subcommittees meetings we have discussed the possibility of the Child
support transfer payment increasing if the lower time parent does not spend a certain
amount of time with the child/ren. This is based on the suggestion the WA child support
table is based on 25% of the residential days being spent with the lower time parent.
The Subcommittee does not have a recommendation on this matter but may try to
address this issue in future meetings.
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