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Chapter DCF 150
CHILD SUPPORT PERCENTAGE OF INCOME STANDARD

DCF 150.01 Introduction. DCF 150.04 Determining the child support obligation in special circumstances.
DCF 150.02 Definitions. DCF 150.05 Medical support.
DCF 150.03 Support orders.

i Nootet: %hagtelrgiggs 2?1 was ransusmggredfhaptterd DW5> ?03b1y emergency rule ekf)feC-és) “Child support” or “child support obligation” means an
ive October 1, . Chapter as it existed on July 31, was renum ; : ; ; ; ; ;
chapter DWD 40, Register, July, 1999, No. 523,&fl-99. Chapter DWD 40 was Bl gation to support a marital Chlld. elther in an intact family Or,
renumbered to chapter DCF 150 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1., Stats., Register Noverdi§e@ result of a court order, an obligation to support the payer’s

2008 No. 635. nonmaritalchild as a result of a court order, or an obligation to sup-
Preface port the payer’'s nonmarital child in an intact family as a result of

Section 49.22 (9), Stats., requires the department to adopt and publish a stan%g"aptlon’ maternity or an aCkn0W|edgement of paternity.

to be used by courts in determining child support obligations. The standard is to be(6) “Court” means a circuit court judge or family court com-
based on a percentage of the gross income and assets of either or both parentgnissioner.

The percentage standard established in this chapter is based on an analysis gn “Current 6-month treasury bill rate” means the yield of a

nationalstudies, including a study done by Jacques Van der Gaag as part of the (ﬁil . ith 6 h
Support Project of the Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconslr; government security with a term o months.

Madison, entitled “On Measuring the Cost of Children,” which disclose the amount (8) "Department" means the Wisconsin departmem of chil-
of income and disposable assets that parents use to raise their children. The stagail and families.

is based on the principle that a child’s standard of living should, to the degree possible “ "

not be adversely affected because his or her parents are not living together. It detek9) Dependen'_[ hOU_SEhOId member ~means a person for
mines the percentage of a parent's income and potential income from assets thaVpBOM & taxpayer is entitled to an exemption for the taxable year
ents should contribute toward the support of children if the family does not remaimder 26 USC 151.

together. The standard determines the minimum amount each parent is expected f, « ; » : ; ; :
contribute to the support of their children. It expects that the custodial parent sh eselo) Equwalent care’ means a perlod of time du”ng which

his or her income directly with their children. It also presumes that the basic ne @ parent cares for the Ch”d that is not overnlght, but is ‘?'etef'

of the children are being met. This latter presumption may be rebutted by clear Baned by the court to require the parent to assume the basic sup-

convincing evidence that the needs of the children are not being met. port costs that are substantially equivalent to what the parent
Therules also prescribe procedures for determining equitable child support obligeeuld spend to care for the child overnight.

tions under a variety of financial and family circumstances. (11) “Family support” means an amount which a person is
. legally obligated to pay pursuant to an order under s. 767.531,
DCF 150.01  Introduction. (1) AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE.  Stats., as aubstitute for child support under s. 767.511, Stats., and
This chapter is promulgated under the authority of s. 49.22 (Qsintenance payments under s. 767.56, Stats.

Stats., for the purpose of establishing a standard to be use |r€12 “Federal d d - he deducti
determining child support under ss. 767.225, 767.34, 767.501 (+2) “Federal dependency exemption” means the deduction
767511 767.513. 767.59. and 767.89. Stats. ' allowed incomputing taxable income pursuant to 26 USC 151 for

(2) AppLicaBiLITY. This chapter applies to any petition for .5}6,(5 %hlslgug];tnrl_e taxpayer who has not attained the age of 19 or who

temporary ofinal order for child support of a marital or nonmari- (12m) “Federalpoverty guidelines’ means the poverty guide-
tal child in an action affecting a family under ch. 767, Stats., a% s updated periodically in the Federal Register by the U.S.
e

rsél\?i:!g:]egf(:jnl(lj%;%%E%rgﬁg:tfn;ggtgg dgtra?'s 767.34, Stats., or artment ofiealth and human services under the authority of 42
' ) ' USC 9902 (2).

(3) EFFeECTOFRULE CHANGE. A modification of any provision " . Y

in this chapter shall not in and of itself be considered a substantial13) “Gross income.

change in circumstances sufficient to justify a revision of a judg- (&) “Gross income” means all of the following:
ment or order under s. 767.59, Stats. 1. Salary and wages.

Note: A modification of any provision in this chapter shall apply to orders estab- ; :
lished after the effective date of the modification. 2. Interest and investment income.

HiAstory: Clrg g;glilsteré égnu?f\r)é 1198877, No. 3(713;,M1—g7; r. (2()2§b)R to (d), RngiE- 3. Social Security disability and old—age insurance benefits
ter, August, , No. , eff. 9-1-87; am. (1), r. and recr. (2), Register, Febru

1995, No. 470, eff3-1-95;correction in (1) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Statst,mc{er 42 USC 401 1o 433. . .
RegisterJanuary 2003 No. 565; CR 03-022: cr. (3) Register December 2003 No. 576, 4. Net proceeds resulting from worker’'s compensation or

eff. 1-1-04; corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register June i i ;
No. 618:CR 09-036: am. (1) Register November 2009 No. 647, eff. 1~1-10 Btter personal injury a\_/vards intended to replace income.
5. Unemployment insurance.

DCF 150.02 Definitions. In this chapter: 6. Income continuation benefits.

(1) “Acknowledgement of paternity” means both the mother 7. \bluntary deferred compensation, employee contributions
and the father voluntarily signed and filed a form under s. 69.4% any employee benefit plan or profit—sharing, and voluntary
(3) (b) 1. or 3., Stats., with the state registrar. employee contributions to any pension or retirement account

(2) “Adjusted monthly income available for child support"whether omot the account provides for tax deferral or avoidance.
means the monthly income at which the child support obligation 8. Military allowances and veterans benefits.
is determined for serial family payers, which is the payer's g yngistributed income of a corporation, including a close-
monthlyincome available for child support less the amount of afy_ne|q corporation, or any partnership, including a limited or
existing legal obligation for child support. _ limited liability partnership, in which the parent has an ownership

(3) “Basic support costs” means food, shelter, clothing, trangrterest sufficient to individually exercise control or to access the
portation, personal care, and incidental recreational costs.  earnings of the business, unless the income included is an asset

(4) “Child” means the natural or adopted child of the payerunder s. DCF 150.03 (4). In this paragraph:

Register, November, 2009, No. 647
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a. “Undistributed income” means federal taxable income afcome available for child support is at a level set forth in the
the closely held corporation, partnership, or other entity plsshedule in Appendix C.

depreciatiorclaimed on the entity’s federal income tax return less (20) “Marital child” means a child determined to be a marital
a reasonable allowance for economic depreciation. child under s. 767.803, Stats.

b. A “reasonable allowance for economic depreciation” (21) “Monthly income available for child support” means the
means the amount of depreciation on assets computed usingni@thly income at which the child support obligation is deter-
straight line methodnd useful lives as determined under federahined, which is calculated by adding the parent’s annual gross

income tax laws and regulations. income or, if applicable, the parent’s annual income modified for
Note: Income considered under this subsection is subject to the adjustments ufti4é8iness expenses; the parent’s annual income imputed based on
s. DCF 150.03 (2). earning capacity; and the parent’'s annual income imputed from
~10. Allother income, whether taxable or not, except that grasssets, and dividing that total by 12.
income does not include any of the following: (22) “Parent” means the natural or adoptive parent of the
a. Child support. child.
b. Foster care payments under s. 48.62, Stats. (23) “Payee” means the parent who is the recipient of child

c. Kinship care payments under s. 48.57 (3m) or (3n), Statgpport as a result of a court order.

d. Public assistance benefits under ch. 49, Stats., except thdi24) “Payer” means the parent who incurs a legal obligation
child care subsidy payments under s. 49.155, Stats., shall be ¢8hchild support as a result of a court order.
sidered income to a child care provider. (25) “Serial-family parent” means a parent with an existing

e. Food stamps under 7 USC 2011 to 2036. legal obligation for child support who incurs an additional legal

f. Cash benefits paid by counties under s. 59.53 (21), Stagg)(,:”c?&tti%?;g: child support in a subsequent family as a result of
g. Supplemental Security Income under 42 USC 1381 to :

1383f and state supplemental payments under s. 49.77, Stats (25m) *Shared-placement parent” means a parent who has a

: , ourt—ordered period of placement of at least 25% and is ordered
h. Payments made for social services or any other pubjg the court to assume the child’s basic support costs in proportion
assistance benefits. to the time that the parent has placement of the child.

(b) This subsection defines gross income used in establishing26) “Shared-placement payer” means the shared-placement
a child support order under this chapter and may not be useg4@entwho is determined to owe a greater support amount than the
limit income withholding under s. 767.75, Stats., or the assighther parent under the calculation in s. DCF 150.04 (2) (b).
ment of worker’s compensation benefits for child support under (27) “Split-placement payer’ means a payer who has 2 or

s. 102.27 (2), Stats. . .
Note: This paragraph clarifies that although the portion of worlerepensation morechildren and who has physical placement of one or more but

awardsnot intended to replace income is excluded from gross incogsahlishing not all of the children.
a child support order, the full worker's compensation benefit is assignable for the (28) “Standard” or “percentage standard” means the percent-
collectionof child support. gge of income standard under s. DCF 150.03 (1) which, when mul-

: . - a
(14) “Income imputed based on earning capacity” means thgjied by the payer’s monthly income available for child support
amount ofincome that exceeds the parent's actual income and rgp-4djusted monthly income available for child support, results in

resents the parent's ability to earn, based on the parent's Edlﬂﬁé'payer’s child sUpport obligation.

tion, training and recent work experience, earnings during preote: The standard is based on national studies of the percentage of income used
vious periods, current physical and mental health, history of chitdsupport a child or children, with adjustment downward of those percentages to
care responsibilities as the parent with primary physical p|adgﬂect costs iourred by the payer for what used to be called visitation undow

ment, and the availability of work in or near the parent’s Commﬂ?ilgwc\)lra::ﬁl:jsr:rsw called physical placement and to maintain health insurance for the

nity. ) (29) “Variable costs” means the reasonable costs above basic
~ (15) “Income imputed from assets” means the amount @lipportcosts incurred by or on behalf of a child, including but not
income ascribed to assets that are unproductive and to whighited to, the cost of child care, tuition, a child’s special needs,
income has been diverted to avoid paying child support or fradd other activities that involve substantial cost.
which income is necessary to maintain the child or children at the(SO) “Worksheet” means the department's percentage stan-
standard of living they would have if they were living with bothy 4 worksheet, printed as Appendix B to this chapter.
parents, and that exceeds the actual income from the assets. " jisiory. cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, 281-87: r. (2) (b) to (d), r. and
(16) “Income modified for business expenses” means thecr.(12) to (14), renum. (26) to (28) to be (27) to (29) and am. (29), cr. (26), Register,
amount of income after adding wages paic o dependent ol 195715, 380, e L 81 ranccr Hooitr et o0k, o 47,
hold members, adding undistributed income that the court det@y-through (9), am. (8), cr. (10), r. and recr. (13), (20), (25), (28) and (30), renum. (14),
mines is not reasonably necessary for the growth of the busin&k,(17) and (18) to be (16), (17), (18) and (20), am. (16) and (18), cr. (14), am. (15),

and subtracting business expenses that the court determinessau i Sar, 33 and (24 tobe (22), 22, (24) and 29, o, (9). Fandrect.

reasonably necessary for the production of that income or op&gay to be(30) Register December 2003 No. 576, eff. 1-1-04; corrections in (11) and

i i i i i ) (b) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register June 2007 No. 618; correc-
tion of the business and that may differ from the determlnatlonglégf15 in(®)(13) (2) 9. (19). (26). and (28) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7.. Stats.

allowable business expenses for tax purposes. Register November 2008 No. 635; EmR0821: emerg. cr. (12m), eff. 6-27-08; CR
[ HIV HVH i H il 08-066: cr. (12m) Register December 2008 No. 6361 ef-09;CR 09-036: am.
(17) Intact fam”y m.ean.s a fam"y in which the child or chil gSéand (26), cr. (256m) Register November 2009 No. 647, eff. 1-1-10
dren and the payer reside in the same household and the payer
shareshis or her income directly with the child or children and has

a legal obligation .to slupport th.e child or children. ) SUPPORTUSING THE PERCENTAGESTANDARD. The court shall deter-
(18) “Legal obligation for child support” has the meaning premine a parent's monthly income available for child support by
scribed for “child support” or “child support obligation” in sub.adding together the paren#ianual gross income or, if applicable,
(5). the parent’s annual income modified for business expenses; the
(19) “Low-income payer” means a payer for whom the cougarent’s annual income imputed based on earning capacity; and
uses the monthly support amount provided in the scheduletle parent's annual income imputed from assets, and dividing that
Appendix C based on the court’s determination that the payeidgal by 12. This may be done by completing the worksheet in
total economic circumstances limit his or her ability to pay sugppendix B, although use of the worksheet for this purpose is not
port at the level provided under s. DCF 150.03(1j the payer’s required. Except as provided in s. DCF 150.04 (4) and (5), the per-

DCF 150.03 Support orders. (1) DETERMINING CHILD
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centage ofhe parent’s monthly income available for child support (5) ADJUSTMENTFORCHILD'S SOCIAL SECURITY. The court may
or adjusted monthly income available for child support thaclude benefits received by a child under 42 USC 402 (d) based

constitutes the child support obligation shall be: on a parent’s entitlement to federal disability or old—age insurance
(@) 17% for one child; benefitsunder 42 USC 401 to 433 in the parent’s gross income and
(b) 25% for 2 children: adjust a parent’s child support obligation by subtracting the

9% for 3 children: amount of the child’s social security benefit. In no case may this
(c) o for 5 children; adjustment require the payee to reimburse the payer for any por-
(d) 31% for 4 children; and tion of the child’s benefit.

(e) 34% for 5 or more children. _ , (6) DETERMINE CHILD SUPPORTBEFORE MAINTENANCE. If @
Note: See Appendix A which indicates the amount of child support at various Iep5-alyer will have obligations for both child support and mainte-
els of income using the percentage standard. . )
nance to the same payee, the court shall determine the payer’s

(2) DETERMINING INCOME MODIFIED FOR BUSINESS EXPENSES. ; e . e
In determining a parent's monthly income available for child su h ”%rs,g %ﬁ’gﬂéﬁ'ﬁnaéogﬁinﬁoﬁ'ﬁrfg:f’;e%%eyf%rg dSet;etrsmlnlng the
port under sub. (1), the court may adjust a parent’s gross inc Y 9 ’ B )
as follows: (7) CaLcuLATION OF FAMILY suppPoRT. When the standard

: . undersub. (1) is used to calculate support under s. 767.531, Stats.,
(@) Adding wages paid to dependent household members.the amount determined shall be increased by the amount neces-

(b) Adding undistributed income that meets the criteria in Sary to provide a net family support payment, after state and fed-
DCF 150.02 (13) (a) 9. and that the court determines is not reasgiiincome taxes are paid, of at least the amount of a child support
ably necessary for the growth of the business. The parent srgg ment under the standard.

have the burden of proof to show that any undistributed incorme 8) Ex Th it amount
is reasonably necessary for the growth of the business. (8) EXPRESSIONOF ORDERED SUPPORT. The support amou
. ; . shall beexpressed as a fixed sum unless the parties have stipulated
(c) Reducing gross income by the business expenses that gy nressing the amount as a percentage of the payer’s income
court determines are reasonably necessary for the production of the requirements under s. 767.34 (2) (am) 1. to 3., Stats., are
income or operation of the business and that may differ from ' ’ ’ v v

et > isfied.
determination of allowable business expenses for tax purposes. .
(9) TrusT. The court may protect and promote the best inter-
(3) DETERMINING INCOME IMPUTED BASED ON EARNING CAPAC-

in situati here the | f tis less than th ests of the minor children by setting aside a portion of the child
ITy. In sitiuations where the Income of a parént IS 1ess than e Ras,qthat either party is ordered to pay in a separate fund or trust
ent's earning capacity or is unknown, the court may impute inco

LD the support, education, and welfare of such children.
to the parent at an amount that represents the parent’s ability to ear?
based on the parent's education, training and recent work experilt0) DEPENDENCYEXEMPTION. The court may order the payee
ence, earnings during previous periods, current physical and mefftayv@ive the federal dependency exemption provided that the
health, history of child care responsibilities as the parent with pR@Y€e’s execution of the exemption waiver is made contingent on
mary physical placement, and the availability of work in or near tHae réceipt of child support payments.
parent's community. If evidence is presented that due diligence hag11) DEVIATION FROM THE PERCENTAGESTANDARD. (&) Upon
been exercised to ascertain information on the parent’s actiggquest by arty, the court may modify the amount of child sup-
income or ability to earn and that information is unavailable, ti®rt payments determined under sub. (1) if, after considering the
court may impute to the parent the income that a person would gagtors in s. 767.511 (1m), Stats., as applicable, the court finds by
by working 35 hours per week for the higher of the federal mirtlhe greater weight of the credible evidence that use of the percent-
mum hourly wage under 29 USC 206 (a) (1) or the state minim@ge standard is unfair to the child or to any of the parties.

wage in s. DWD 272.03. If a parent has gross income or income(b) If the court under par. (a) modifies the amount of child sup-
modified for business expenses below his or her earning capagibytt payment determined under sub. (1), the court shall state in
the income imputed based on earning capacity shall be the difigfiting or on the record the amount of support that would be
ence between the parent's earning capacity and the parent's gregsired by using the percentage standard under sub. (1), the
income or income modified for business expenses. amount by which the court’s order deviates from that amount, its
(4) DETERMINING INCOME IMPUTED FROM ASSETS. (@) The reasons for finding that use of the percentage standard is unfair to
court may impute a reasonable earning potential to a paretite child or the party, its reasons for the amount of the modifica-
assets if the court finds both of the following: tion and the basis for the modification as provided under s.

1. The parent has ownership and control over any real or p&7-511 (1n), Stats. . & o)

i i imi ifa i History: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, eff. 2-1-87; am. (1) (intro.), Regis-
sonal property, including but not limited to, Ilfellnsure.\nce, ca§£1r August, 1987 No. 380, eff 0-1-87: am. (1) (intro.). renum. (2) to (4 to b (4)
and deposit accounts, stocks and bonds, business mtereStSior?‘@ and am. (5), cr. (2), (3), (7), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95;
proceeds resulting from worker’s compensation or other persopal e(c:t'i%ss i82(27) madde undG(r1 )S-( ,13-9)3 ((22)m()3()b) 7& (Sst)ats., Regi?flf)er (Jea)mu%rsz 72)003ch)-
ini 1 i N — . r.and recr. intro), , , an , renum. , an to be
Injury awards not Intendeq tO_ repla_ce income, and cash and co ' (10) and (11), cr. (4), cr. (6), (8) and (9) Register December 2003 No. 576, eff.
rate income in a corporation in which t.he parent has an ownership-o4; corrections in (6), (7), (8). (11) (a) and (b) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7.,
interest sufficient to individually exercise control and the cash Biats., Register June 2007 No. 618; corrections in (1) (intro.), (2) (b), (4) (a) 1. and

corporate income is not included as gross income under s. D@Egg‘geafn”d(g; ;-eéiss'?ezr g‘gc(ebr%g'e’rgg’ggﬂNzeggéi’l}'f’a’gmber 2008 No. 635; CR
150.02 (13). am. - 6361e1-09.

2. The parent’s assets are underproductive and at least one Qhcg 150 04 Determining the child support obliga-

the following applies: . _ . tion in special circumstances.  Child support may be deter-
a. The parent has diverted income into assets to avoid payifigied under special circumstances as follows:

child support. , ~ (1) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATION OF A SERIAL-

_b. Income from the parent's assets is necessary to maintaindkiLy parent. (a) Applicability. This subsection applies only if
child or children at the standard of living they would have hadtie additional child support obligation incurred by a parent is a
they were living with both parents. result of a court order and the support obligation being calculated

(b) The court shall impute income to assets by multiplying the for children from a subsequent family or subsequent paternity
total net value of the assets by the current 6—-month treasury pilgment or acknowledgment. A parent may not use the provi-
rate or any other rate that the court determines is reasonable giads of this subsection as a basis for seeking modification of an
subtractinghe actual income from the assets that was includedeasdsting order based on a subsequently incurred legal obligation
gross income under s. DCF 150.02 (13). for child support.

Register, November, 2009, No. 647
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(b) Determination. For a serial-family parent the child sup-Calculation:

port obligation incurred for a marital or nonmarital child su-  Parent A's current monthly income available for child support $3000
sequent family as a result of a court order may be determined f first legal obligation is subject to an existing monthly $450
follows: support order (divorce)

1. Determine the parent's mon@hly income available for chilghgjust the monthly income available for child support $3000
support under s. DCF 150.03 (1) (intro.). _ 450

. 2. Determme t_he order of the _parent’s legal 0b|lg&_ltl0r'ls fc)r:irst adjusted monthly income available for child support $2550
child support by listing them accordingtte date each obligation ) o
is incurred. For a marital child, the legal obligation for child supPetermine support for the second legal obligation $2550
port isincurred on the child’s date of birth. For a nonmarital child (ntact family) x.25
the father's legal obligation for child support is incurred on the $637.50
date that paternity is legally established. For a nonmarital chiladjust the first adjusted monthly income available for child $2550
in an intact family, it is incurred on the date of adoption or the dat@ipport - 637.50
that paternity is legally established. For a nonmarital materngkcond adjusted monthly income available for child support $1912.50
child in an intact family, it is incurred on the child’s date of blrth.D ermi t for the third legal obligation (paternity) $1912.50
. . . . . etermine support ror the third legal obligation (paterni .
3. Determine the first child support obligation as follows: PP 9 9 P o « 17

a. If the parent is subject to an existing support order for that $325.12
legal obligation, except a shared—placement order under s. DCF,

150.04 (2), the support for that obligation is the monthly amount (2) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATIONS OF SHARED-
of that order. PLACEMENT PARENTS. (a) The shared—placement formula may be

b. If the parent is in an intact family or is subject to a shareélEpIIGd when both of the following condﬂmn_s are met:
placement order under s. DCF 150.04 (2), the support is deter. 1+ BOoth parents have court-ordered periods of placement of
mined by multiplying the appropriate percentage under s. DAgleast 25% or 92 days a year. The period of placement for each

150.03 (1) for that number of children by the parent's monthRArent shall be determined by calculating the number of over-

income available for child support or, if applicable, determirf@dNts Or equivalent care ordered to be provided by the parent and

support under sub. (2), (3), (4), or (5)’ ' ividing thatnumber by 365. The combined periods of placement
AR : for both parents shall equal 100%.

4. Adjust the monthly income available for child support by . -
subtracting the support for the first legal obligation under subd. 3. 2- Each parent is ordered by the court to assume the child's

from the parent's monthly income available for child Suppo}:{aisic support cosie.proportion to the time that the parent has
under subd. 1. placement of the child.

5. Determine the second child support obligation as follows: (P) The child support obligations for parents who meet the

a. If the parent is subject to an existing support order for ﬂ{gguwements of par. (a) may be determined as follows:

legal obligation, except a shared—placement order under s. DCF1. Determine each parent's monthly income available for

150.04 (2), the support for that obligation is the monthly amou@fild support under s. DCF 150.03 (1). In determining whether
of that order. to impute income based on earning capacity for an unemployed

b. If the parent is in an intact family or is subject to asharei@rent or a parent employed less than full time under s. DCF

. 0.03 (3), the court shall consider benefits to the child of having
lacement order under s. DCF 150.04 (2), the support is de 7 e . ;
pmined by multiplying the appropriate pe(rc)entage Sr?der s. D@darent remain in the home during periods of placement and the

: ; ditionalvariable day care costs that would be incurred if the par-
150.03 (1) for that number of children by the parent’s month%fj ; .
income available for child support or, if applicable, determin nt worked more. If a parent has one or more previous child sup-
support under sub. (2), (3), (4), or (5) port obligations, determine the parent’s monthly income available

6. Adjust the monthly income available for child support %rszigld(ls)upport adjusted for the previous obligations as provided
secondime by subtracting the support for the second legal obliga- 5 .M I.t' | h . thiv i ilable for child
tion determined under subd. 5. from the first adjusted monthly < g ka)]/ each parent's montnly income féva:ja ed orc IDCF
income available for child support determined under subd. 4. SUPPO!t by the appropriate percentage standard under s.

7. Repeat the procedure under subds. 5. and 6. for each a:(Lj%(l)_.OS (1).

; inati i o] —fa i 3. Multiply each amount determined under subd. 2. by 150%.
tional legal obligation for child support the serial-family parent Note: The 150% accounts for household maintenance expenditures duplicated by

has 'ncurre_d- . both parents, such as a bedroom, clothes, and personal items.

8. Multiply the appropriate percentage under s. DCF 150.03 4. Multiply the amount determined for each parent under
(1) for the number of children subject to the new order by the fin@ihd. 3. byhe proportion of the time that the child spends with the
adjusted monthly income available for child support determinggher parent to determine each parent's child support obligation.
in either subd. 6. or 7. to determine the new child support obligat- g " gt resulting amounts under subd. 4. against each other.

ion or if applicable, determine the new child support obligatiophe parent with a greater child support obligation is the shared—

under' sub. (2), (3), (4), or (5). . o placemenpayer. The shared-placement payer shall pay the lesser
Note: The following example shows how the child support obligation is detef- h d ined d hi bd h d
mined for a serial-family parent whose additional child support obligation has bedh the amount determined under this subd. or the amount deter-

incurred for a subsequent family. mined using the appropriate percentage standard under s. DCF
Assumptions: 150.03 (1). If the shared—placement payer is also a low-income
Parent A's current monthly income available for child support is $3000. payer the child support obligation may be the lesser of the amount
Parent A and Parent B were married, had a child in 2000 and divorced in 20determined under this subd. or under sub. (4).
Parent A is subject to an existing support order of $450 per month. 6. In addition to the child support obligation determined

Parent A remarries and has two children, one born in 2006 and the other in 2 . T
and remains an intact family. WMdersubd. 5., the court shall assign responsibility for payment of

Parent Awas adjudicated the father in 2008 for a child born in 2005. Child supp(me child’s variable costs in proportion to each parent’s share of

needs to be established for this child. physical placement, with due consideration to a disparity in the
Order of parent A's legal obligation for child support. parents’ incomes. The court shall direct the manner of payment
First legal obligation: one child (2000) (divorce) of a variable cost order to be either between the parents or from
Second legal obligation: 2 children (2006 and 2007) (intact family) a parent to a third—party service provider. The court shall not
Third legal obligation: one child (2008) (paternity) direct payment of variable costs to be made to the department or
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the department’s designee, except as incorporated in the fixed surfd) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATION OFA LOW-IN-

or percentage expressed child support order. COMEPAYER. (@) The court may use the monthly support amount
Note: The following example shows how to calculate the child support obligatiogrovided inthe schedule in Appendix C as the support amount for
of shared-placement parents. a payer with a monthly income available for child support at a
Number of children: Two A . levelset forth in the schedule if the payer’s total economic circum-
Parent A: $2,000 monthly income available for child support stances limit his or her ability to pay support at the level deter-
Court-ordered placement of the child for 219 days a year or 60%. mined under s. DCF 150.03 (1). If a payer's monthly income
Parent B: $3,000 monthly income available for child support available for child support is below the lowest income level in
Court-ordered placement of the child for 146 days a year or 40%. Appendix C, the court may set an order at an amount appropriate
Parent A Parent B for the payer’s total economic circumstances. This amount may
1. Monthly income $2,000 $3,000 be lower than the lowest support. amount in Apper.1d|x C. _
available for child sup- (b) The department shall revise the schedule in Appgndl?( C
port every year based on changes in the federal poverty guidelines

$2.000 X 25% = $500  $3,000 X 25% =g750  Since the schedule was last revised. The department shall pub-

2. Monthly i > . ) ; : s .
oniny Incofne lish revisions to the schedule in the Wisconsin Administrative

available for child sup-

port X percentage stan- Register.
dard for two children Note: The schedule in Appendix C provides reduced percentage rates that may be
used tadetermine the child support obligation for payers with an income below 150%
3. Amountin 2. X $500 X 150% = $750 $750 X 150% = $1125  of the federal poverty guidelines. If a payer’s monthly income available for child sup-
150% port is below 75% of the federal poverty guidelines, the court may order an amount
appropriate for the payer’s total economic circumstances. For monthly income
4. Amount in 3. X the  $750 X 40% = $300 $1125 X 60% = $675 amount for child support between 75% and 150% of the federal poverty guidelines,
proportion of time that the percentage rates in the schedule gradually increase as income increases. The per-
the child spends with centage rates used in s. DCF 150.03 (1) apply to payers with income greater than or
the other parent equal to 150% of the federal poverty guidelines.
5. Offset $675 - $300 = $375 (5) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATION OF A HIGH

INCOME PAYER. (@) The payer’s full monthly income available for

6. Court also assigns  Manner of payment is between the parents or from  child support shall be considered in determining the payer’s child
responsibiity for pay- @ parent fo a fhird-party service provider exceptas support obligation. The court may apply the reduced percentages
ment of the child’s vari- incorporated in the fixed sum or percentage Under pars. (C) and (d) to income at the indicated |eVe|S.

able costs. expressed child support order.
(b) The court shall apply the percentages in s. DCF 150.03 (1)

(3) DETERMINING THE CHILD SUPPORTOBLIGATIONS OF SPLIT- 3 2 naver's monthly income available for child support that is less
PLACEMENTPARENTS. For parents who have 2 or more children a ﬁm $7.000
(o}

gaCh ?r?rer;]t]gas plac?mglm c;f one or rT)or?j bIUt not acljl of :Chﬁ c '" te: A monthly income of $7,000 is an annual income of $84,000.
ren, the child support obligations may bé determined as 1o OWS'((:) The court may apply the following percentages to the por-

(2) Determine each parent's monthly income available fapn of 4 payer's monthly income available for child support that

child support under s. DCF 150.03 (1). If a parent has one or MIeater than or equal to $7,000 and less than or equal to $12,500:
previous child support obligations, determine the parent’s 1. 14% for one child

monthly income available for child support adjusted for the pre- )
vious obligations as provided in sub. (1). 2. 20% for 2 children.
(b) Multiply the amount determined in par. (a) by the pro rata 3. 23% for 3 children.
percentage standard for the number of children in split placement 4. 2504 for 4 children.
who are placed with the other parent. The pro rata percentage o .
standard for the number of children in split placement who ar 5', 27% for'5 ormore chl_ldren. .

. . L ote: A monthly income of $7,000 is an annual income of $84,000 and a monthly
placed W'th the other parent is calculated by determining thgome of $12,500 is an annual income of $150,000. The percentages that apply to
appropriate percentage standard under s. DCF 150.03 (1) forith@nebetween $84,000 and $150,000 are approximately 80% of the full percentage
total number of childrerdividing by the total number of children, standards. .
and adding together the percentages for the children in split-(d) The court may apply the following percentages to the por-

placement who are placed with the other parent. tion of a payer’s monthly income available for child support that
Note: The pro-rata percentage standards for the number of children for Wh&ﬁ]greater than $12,500:
support is being established are as follows: 1. 10% for one child.
2 ch!ldren 12.5% for each ch!ld ............ (25%2) 2. 15% for 2 children.
3 children 9.67% for each child. . .......... (2993) o .
4 children  7.75% for each child. . .......... (31364) 3. 17% for 3 children.
5 children  6.8% foreach child............. (34%65) 4. 19% for 4 children.

(c) Offset resulting amounts under par. (b) against each other. 5. 20% for 5 or more children.
The parent with a greater child support obligation is the split—-Note: A monthly income of $12,500 is an annual income of $150,000. The stan-

dards that apply to income over $150,000 are approximately 60% of the full percent-
placement payer.
Note: The following example shows how to calculate the amount of child supp&t¥® standards.
for split-placement parents: (6) COMBINATION OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. (a) General
Assumptions: The court may apply any combination of special circumstance
Parent A and B have 3 children. provisions under subs. (1) to (5) to determine a child support
Parent A has placement of 2 children and Parent B has placement of one chibligation if the criteria apply and the combination of provisions
Parent A's monthly income available for child support is $2,000. is not specifically prohibited.
Parent B's monthly income available for child support is $3,000. (b) Shared and split placemenif the parents have a combina-
Calculation: ) _ tion of split—-placement and shared—placement, the child support
e 2000 X 679 (meome x appicae ro ata 9 o one chid piced vy 12 o Y. De determined as follows:
.2, B 0 (0] H
Parent B) = 193.40 1. Determine the pro rata percentage standard for the total
Parent B: 3,000 X 19.34% (income x sum of pro rata % for 2 children placed witﬂumber of children for whom support is bemg eStab“Shed' The
Parent A) = 580.20 pro rata percentage standard for the total number of children for
Parent B is the payer. Obligation following offset = 386.80 whom support is being established is calculated by determining
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the appropriate percentage standard under s. DCF 150.03 (1) f8grent B:

the total number of children and dividing by the total number of3,000 x19.34% (income x sum of pro rata percentage standards for 2 children who
are placed full-time with Parent A) = 580.20

Chl\llloqg?tll'he pro-rata percentage standards for the number of children for whom3'000 ¥9.67% (income x applicable % for one child shared with parent A) = 290.10
support is being established are as follows: X 1.5 (150%) = 435.15
2 children 12.5% for each child. ... ........ (259%2) X 30% (Child placed with parent A) = 130.55
3 children 9.67% foreachchild. ........... (29%63) Parent A's obligation = 203.07 (1 shared child)
4 children  7.75% for each child. ........... (31904) Parent B'obligation = 130.55 (1 shared child) + 580.20 (2 children full-time with
5 children  6.8% for each child. . ........... (34%65) Parent A) = 710.75

2. Determine support for the children who are placed with theParent B is the payer. Total obligation following offset = $507.68
—ti i istory: Cr. Register, January, 1987, No. 373, 2{f1-87; am. (1) (a), (b) (intro.)

other parent full-time. First, a(.jd tOgether the pro rata pe_rcent%ﬁ?L (3) (intro.), (a) and (c), r. and recr. (2), Register, August, 1987, No. 380, eff.
standards for the number of phlldren who are placed full-time wih;-g7: r. and recr. (1), (2). Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95; CR
the other parent. Then, multiply the sum of the pro—rata percentagé)ZtZ: aDm 1) (bb) 32.0%,31),\-‘, 4-é %5 a-,ff b-i 61’ %-21 r.and rﬁcr- (2),&3&(1[)()3)(,23&( é;l)(g;w? 35)

’ i i H >gister becember 0. , efl. 1-1-04] corrections In , s a),
standards .by the parents mo_nthly |n_come ava”abl.e fo.r child s ,(4) (@) and (5) (b) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008
port, as adjusted for any previous child support obligations, for (& 635; CR 08-066: am. (4) (b) Register December 2008 No. 636, £#09;CR

parent whose child support obligation is being calculated. 09-036:am. (1), (2) (b) 1. and (3) (a), r. and recr. (3) (b), o) Register November
. . . 009No. 647, eff. 1-1-10; corrections in (6) (b) 4. made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7.,
3. Determine support for the children who are in share(%mts,, Register November 2009 No. 647.

placement as follows: _
a. Add together the pro rata percentage standards for the numPCF 150.05 Medical support. (1) RESPONSIBILITY FOR |
ber of children who are in shared—placement. HEALTH EXPENSES. In addition to ordering child support for a child

der this chapter, the court shall specifically assign responsibil-

b. Multiply the sum of the pro rata percentage standardsgg . o
the parent's monthly income available for child support, adjustéyf for and direct the manner of payment for the child's health
expenses under s. 767.513, Stats.

for any previous child support obligations. . > ) ) )
c. Multiply the amount determined under subd. 3. b. for each (a) In this section, “private health insurance” does not include
parent by 150% a medical program under subch. IV or V of ch. 49, Stats.

) ote: The BadgerCare Plus program under s. 49.471, Stats., is in subch. IV of ch.

Note: The 150% accounts for household maintenance expenditures duplicateqlgys,[ats

both parents, such as a bedroom, clothes, and personal items. . . .
d. Multiply each amount determined by the proportion of the (°) Exceptas provided in par. (e), the court may order either

ime it the Sl spends wih e ofrer parent o decermine e BT 2 ol AL 3 rve heall eurance e,
parent’s child support obligation. '

e. Offset resulting amounts under subd. 3. d. against eg&follows: . . .
1. The court may consider a private health insurance plan to

other. - it , ; ;
4. Add or offset the child support obligation for childrenbe accessible to the child if the plan’s service providers are located

) . . . ~'within a reasonable distance from the child’s home. In general,
placed with the other parent full-tirn@der subd. 2. with the child vice providers may be considered within a reasonable distance

e . ) ser
support obligation for children in shared—placement under sub e\, are located within 30 minutes or 30 miles of the child’s resi-
3. e. The parent with a greater child support obligation is t Egce, with a greater distance allowed in some rural areas.

payer. The payer shall pay the lesser of the amount determine > Th id . health i |

under this subdivision or the amount determined using the appyo- 2- 1€ court may consider a private health insurance plan to

priate percentage standard under s. DCF 150.03 (1). If the p vailable at a reasonable cost if the cost to enroll the child or
: . ) lildren does not exceed 5% of the insuring parent’s monthly

under this subdivision is also a low-income payer, the child s - h L
port obligation may be the lesser of the amount determined unji§ome available for child support and would cover hospitaliza-
this subdivision or under sub. (4). ion and other medical costs without large out-of-pocket deduc-
- ; L . tibles or copayments. In applying this 5% standard, the cost to
5. In addition to the child support obligation determinegdy | e child or children in a private health insurance plan is the
undersubd. 4., the court shall assign responsibility for paymentgg t to add the child or children to existing coverage or the differ-

the child's variable costs in proportion to each parent's share .o etween the cost of self-only coverage and the cost to that
physical placement, with due consideration to a disparity in t E{ent after adding the child or children
S .

parents’ incomes. The court shall direct the manner of paym 3 Th N der th . . tt tribut
of a variable cost order to be either between the parents or from>: '€ court may order thé non-insuring parent to contribute

a parent to a third—party service provider. The court shall gt the cost to enroll the children in a private health insurance plar’1
direct payment of variable costs to be made to the departmenfgih @mount that does not exceed 5% of the non-insuring parent's
the department's designee, except as incorporated in the fixed Sifthly income available for child support.

or percentage expressed child support order. 4. The court maincorporate responsibility for a contribution
Note: Example of a combination of split-placement and shared-placement: t0 the cost of private health insurance as an upward or downward
Assumptions adjustment to a payer’s child support obligation.
3 children Note: The cost to enroll a child inpivate health insurance plan and a contribution
to the cost are in addition to a parent’s responsibility for child support. The court
Parent A: ) would order an upward adjustment to a payer’s child support otttierpayee is the
2 children full time insuring parent and the payer is contributing to the cost. The court would order a
1 child 30% downwardadjustment to the payer’s child support obligation if the payer is the insur-
$2,000/month income ing parent, the payee is contributing to the cost, and the payee’s contribution is less
' than the payer’s child support amount.
Parent BZO (c) The court may not order a parent whose income is below
1 Ch"d/7°" . 150% of the federal poverty level to enroll a child in a private
$3,000/month income health insurance plan or contribute to the cost of a private health
Calculation: insurance plan unless there is no cost to the parent.
Applicable percentage 29%. Pro rata percentage is 9.67% per child. (d) If there is no private health insurance plan available that
Parent A: meets the requirements of par. (b), the court may order any of the
2,000 x 9.67% (income x applicable pro rata % for child shared with Parent Bfg{lowing:
193.40\ . . . -
x 1.5 (150%) =290.10 1. Enrolimentin a private health insurance plan as a deviation
X 70% (% of time child is with parent B) = 203.07 under s. 767.511 (1m), Stats.
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2. Responsibility for a contribution to the cost of the other par- (b) The court shall include in a paternity judgment or order a
ent’s premium for the BadgerCare Plus program under s. 49.4@itth cost judgment amount that does not exceed one-half of the
Stats., unless the parent’s income is below 150% of the fedexefual and reasonable cost of the mother’s pregnancy and child’s
povertylevel. The court may incorporate responsibility for a corbirth and shall order the lowest of the following:
tribution to the cost of the premium as an upward or downward 1 Apn amount that does not exceed the sum of 5% of the

adjustment to a payer’s child support obligation. father’s current monthly inconavailable for child support multi-
3. Enrollment in a private health insurance plan if a plan thslied by 36 months.

meets the requirements of par. (b) becomes available to the parent, ¢ e father's monthly income available for child support

in the future. ., . Is between 75% and 150% of the federal poverty guidelines, an
(€) If a person other than a parent has enrolled a child in §ount that does not exceed the maximum birth cost judgment
accessible private health insurance plan that covers hospitalizgyount provided in the schedule in Appendix D.

tion and other medical costs without large out—of-pocket deduc- , . . .
tibles or copayments, the court may determine whether to order 3. If the fatlgers monthly income avallak_)le f_or child support
parent to enroll the child in a private health insurance plan. 1> €SS than 75% of the federal poverty guidelines, a birth cost

(f) The court shall also establish an order for medical expen'udgment at ammount appropriate for the father’s total economic

. . umstances.
that are not covered by insurance. The court shall consider eac . . .
parent's ability to pay t);lese medical expenses. (c) The department shall revise the schedule in Appendix D
(2) BIRTH COSTIUDGMENT. (a) In this subsection, “birth cost very year based on changes in the federal poverty guidelines.

judgment” means an order establishing the amount of the fathé%e department shall publish revisions to the schedule in the Wis-

obligation to pay or contribute to the reasonable expenses of m@sin Administrative Register. .
) A : History: EmR0821: emerg. cr. eff. 6-27-08; CR 08—-066: cr. Register December
mother’s pregnancy and the child’s birth under s. 767.89 (3) (8)gs No. 636, off 1_1_0@,2 00-036. cr. (1) () to (). am. (2) (b)gz_ Register
0

Stats. November 2009 No. 647, eff. 1-1-10.
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