7.4 Other Education
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Legal References:

e RCW74.08A.250
o WAC 388-310-0600
o WAC388-310-1050

The Other Education & Degree completion section includes:

e 7.4.1 Whatis Vocational Education Unapproved?
e 7.4.2Vocational Education Unapproved- Step-by-Step Guide

There are other education and training activities available to WorkFirst parents. Each parent is
unique and has strengths and abilities. As we work with parents to develop a plan to reach
sustainable self-sufficiency, it is important that we match the best education activity with that
individual parent's needs. The education and training activities in this section, however, may not
count toward our federal participation rate.

7.4.1 What is Vocational Education Unapproved (VU)?

Participantents may pursue educational activities on their own, such as academic transfer
programs_at an institution outside of the Community and Technical College System, and still
meet the Washington State WorkFirst program participation requirements as long as they
combine it with employment of a minimum of 20 hours per week, 16-19 hours per week work
study, or an approved internship/practicum (see Internship/Practicum for details).

When participantents tetyyeu-knrew share that they have signed themselves-up for educational or
training classes on their own, WorkFirst staff are to:

o Determine if they are meeting the work requirement; and,

e Consult with the college staff WerkFirst-Coordinater or educational institution to find out
whether the educational courses can be counted towards participation.
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inte-edASIf the education activity is countable, the pareparticipantat witt qualifiesy for child care
assistance and support services. If the education activity isn't countable, the VU code is to be
used.youwittbe-instructed-to-use-the VJ-eoede: If the participantent refuses to provide the
information, WorkFirst staff yet need to determine whether the education is countable_or, eede
the education or training is to be coded as VU.

The VU code in eJAS indicates witHetyyouknrow that the education portion of the parent's
IRP doesn't count toward federal participation and doesn't qualify for support services.


http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.08A.250
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-310-0600
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-310-1050
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-7-education-training/74-other-education#7_4_1
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-7-education-training/74-other-education#7_4_2

7.4.2 Vocational Education Unapproved- Step-by-step guide

The WFPS/WFSSS:
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Determines if the parent is meeting the minimum work requirement of 20 hours per week
employment, 16-19 hours per week work study or is in an approved internship/practicum.

Consults with the college WorkFirst Coordinator or Director or the educational institution
to determine whether the educational activity is countable (and, if so, under which eJAS
component code).

Updates the parent's IRP to reflect the appropriate eJAS component code
Documents the action in eJAS.
Monitors the parent's progress closely

Updates the IRP as required

Resources

Related WorkFirst Handbook Sections

7.1 Education & Training Overview

7.2 Vocational Education

7.3 Basic Education, Skills Enhancement & High School/GED

7.5 Internships and Practicums

7.6 What do I do when a parent s already in school when he or she comes to me?

3.3.1 Individual Responsibility Plan

2.2 Support Services



https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/workfirst-handbook/chapter-7-education-training
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-7-education-training/72-vocational-education
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-7-education-training/73-basic-education-skills-enhancement-high-school-completion-high-school-equivalency
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-7-education-training/75-internships-and-practicums
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-7-education-training/76-what-do-i-do-when-participant-already-school-when-he-or-she-comes-workfirst
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-3-tools/331-individual-responsibility-plan-and-stacking-activities
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/chapter-2-supports/22-support-services

