EXHIBIT H
[bookmark: _GoBack]Specialty Examination – NEUROLOGICAL
In addition to the Evaluation and Report Requirements of the Physical Disability Evaluation, the Neurological Examination should include:
Specific Findings:  The examination should concentrate on the areas affected by the client’s illness or impairment.
General Observations.  General appearance, nutrition, body habitus, head size and shape, any skeletal or other abnormalities such as pigmentary or texture changes of the skin or changes in hair distribution.
Hand dominance.
Review of Neurological Systems.  Describe any specific complaints.  
(a)  Mental Status Exam:  Describe and give examples of orientation, memory calculation, 
	insight, general understanding, fund of knowledge and mood, and behavior.
(b)  Speech:  Describe any aphasia, dysarthria, stuttering, involuntary vocalizations and intelligible and fluent.
(c)  12-Cranial Nerves:  Note function of 12 cranial nerves even if normal.  Lower cranial nerve function should be described in particular detail when dysphagia or dysarthria is a complaint.
(d)  Ocular motility and papillary size and activity should be described even if normal.  The visual acuity and visual fields on confrontation should be estimated and the basis for the estimation.
(e)  Motor Function:   Describe all motor function in quantitative terms and method of quantification.  Comment on degree of fatigability following rapid, repetitive movements.
(f)  Sensation and Reflexes:  Record the method of testing.  All modalities of sensation, including cortical, should be tested.  Suspected non-physiological observations should be noted.  Superficial reflexes should be described when present and noted when absent.  Pathological reflexes described in detail.
(g)  Coordination:  Described the ability to perform fine and dexterous movements of the hands.  In-coordination or tremor at rest or during specific tests should be described in detail and quantified (i.e. “Claimant could not pick up a coin from the table or hold a cup of water due to tremor in her upper extremities and numbness of her fingers”.).
Laboratory and Diagnostic Studies.  Do not perform studies (i.e.  x-ray, ECG’s, or labs) unless they have been specifically authorized by the DDDS in advance.  This program emphasizes and evaluates based on function (not diagnosis and treatment).  If a test such as an ECG or ETT is authorized, the original, or a legible copy of all tracings must be supplied. 
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