EXHIBIT I
[bookmark: _GoBack]Specialty Examination – ORTHOPEDIC
In addition to the Evaluation and Report Requirements of the Physical Disability Evaluation, the Orthopedic Examination should include:
Specific findings:  The examination should concentrate on the areas affected by the claimant’s illness or impairment.
Current and past therapy for the orthopedic problems and response to therapy.  Comment on past hospitalizations, surgical operations, or significant ancillary tests (i.e. CAT scans, MRI, bone scans, myelography, etc.) if available.  
Review of Orthopedic Symptoms:  Describe any specific complaints and provide tails regarding:
Character, location, and radiation of pain;

Mechanic factors which incite and relieve the pain;

Weakness, motor loss, sensory loss;

Description of activities of daily living and limitations that maybe imposed by condition.

All orthopedic and neurological findings should be provided in quantitative terms.  Provide details, examples, and observed deficits in all areas.
Laboratory and Diagnostic Studies.  Do not perform studies (i.e. x-ray, scans, or labs) unless they have been specifically authorized by the DDDS in advance.  This program emphasizes and evaluates based on function (not diagnosis and treatment).
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