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Data Analysis

Juvenile Detention
Washington has 21 county-operated facilites, 
which are maintained by the juvenile courts, 
and one regional center maintained by a con-
sortium of counties.  Juveniles from all 39 coun-
ties are held in these 22 facilities. 

Juveniles are held in local detention facilities to 
await court hearings or as sentenced offenders. 
Some facilities also hold juveniles sentenced to 
the State Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration.

Juvenile detention population figures used in 
this report were provided by the Office of the 
Administrator for the Courts. Population figures 
represent each entry into the detention data-
base (episode), where a juvenile was held for 
four hours or longer. Juveniles who are over the 
age of 18 and who are under the jurisdiction of 
the juvenile court or who have been remanded 
to adult court are also included in the deten-
tion population data. A juvenile may be held 
in detention more than once within a year 
depending on the number of times the juvenile 
offends. Changes in the method of tabulation 
may account for differences in population data 
from previous years.

The number of admissions of juveniles to deten-
tion facilities in 2008 increased slightly, by almost 
three percent, from the number of juveniles ad-
mitted in 2007.  From 1999 to 2008, the number 
of admissions of juveniles to detention facilities 
decreased by 16 percent. 

Facilities that experienced an increase from 
2007 to 2008 of over ten percent in the number 
of juveniles held in detention include:  Chelan 
(13.8), Clallam (14.3) Grant (15.5), Island (24.0), 
Lewis (33.1), Okanogan (10.6), and Skagit (16.9).  
One facility experienced a decrease of over ten 
percent: Medical Lake (-17.8).

Minority youth, age 10-17, representation in 
detention increased from 2007 to 2008 by 3.4 
percent. Over the past five years, the percent-
age of minority youth in detention has steadily 

increased annually, from 33.3 percent in 2004 to 
40.9 percent in 2008 (an increase of 22.8 per-
cent).  Since 2002, the percentage of minority 
youth in detention has steadily increased annu-
ally, from 30.3 percent in 2000 to 40.9 percent in 
2008 (a 35 percent increase from 2002 – 2008).

The race and ethnic distribution of the deten-
tion population during 2008 showed that 59 
percent were White, 14 percent were Black, six 
percent were Native American, three percent 
were Asian/Pacific Islander, and 17 percent 
were Hispanic. Race or ethnicity was unknown 
or not reported for two percent of the detention 
population.

Females accounted for 28 percent of the deten-
tion population in 2008, a slight increase from 
27.6 percent of the detention population in 2007.  
There was a steady increase in the percentage 
of female admissions to detention facilities from 
1992 to 2006 – from 17.6 in 1992 to 29.2 in 2006.
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