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Data Analysis

Introduction Current Demographic Picture

 

Each year, Washington’s State Advisory Group 
reviews juvenile justice system data prepared by 
their staff (the Office of Juvenile Justice within 
the Department of Social and Health Services). 
These data are reviewed and utilized in the 
selection of priorities and focus areas to pursue 
with juvenile justice professionals, the Governor, 
and the Legislature in order to improve the juve-
nile justice system.  In 2011 the WA-PCJJ has de-
termined that Disproportionate Minority Contact 
(DMC) is the number one priority for the state; 
other identified priorities include:  evidence-
based or promising practices targeting minority 
youth, aftercare/re-entry programs, alternatives 
to detention--specifically, the Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative (JDAI), services to prevent 
truancy and suspension/expulsion, and services 
and programs to reduce the use of detention 
for status offenders held pursuant to the VCO 
exception.  Other focus areas include:  gang 
prevention and intervention; gender specific 
services (including services to children in the 
juvenile justice system victimized by the sex 
trade); mental health; and system improvement 
efforts, including a statewide system for youth 
advocacy.

Data are collected and analyzed in the fol-
lowing categories:  demographics, school 
enrollment, school dropout statistics, school 
suspension/expulsion, youth living in poverty, 
adolescent pregnancies, youth employment, 
youth suicide, children referred to Child Protec-
tive Services, families served by Family Reconcili-
ation Services, mental health diagnosis statistics 
for youth on probation, status offender filings, 
contempt orders and detention admissions 
(Truancy, ARY, CHINS), juvenile arrests, juvenile 
court referrals, juvenile court case referrals by 
disposition (i.e., diversion, commitment, etc.), 
juvenile detention population, and population in 
the Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration. Data 
are also collected on state and local programs 
that operate outside the formal juvenile justice 
system and impact delinquency prevention or 
reduction.

This information is contained in the following 
tables, graphs and narrative.

Washington’s total statewide population (over 
6.6 million per 2009 population estimates) has 
increased by 13 percent, and grew by 774,079 
from the 2000 Census.  A June 2010 press release 
from the State Office of Financial Management 
reports: “Washington population growth remains 
slow,” and that, “the severity of the 2008 finan-
cial crisis and the crash of the housing market 
continue to keep many Americans in place.  
Washington’s population gain due to migration 
is estimated to be 26,000.  This is 13,000 lower 
than the 2009 estimate of 39,000, and is signifi-
cantly down from the decade’s highest estimate 
of 81,000 in 2006,” according to Yi Zhao, the 
state’s chief demographer.

There was approximately a 1.5 percent increase 
in the total state population from 2007 to 2008, 
while there was a 1.2 percent increase in the 
total population from 2008 to 2009 (according to 
population estimates).

Juveniles continue to comprise approximately 24 
percent of the state’s total population, accord-
ing to 2009 population estimates, with almost 
1.6 million youth ages 0-17 years old residing in 
Washington State.  The juvenile population has 
increased by 24.8 percent from the 1990 Census 
count.   

The 0-9 age group represents 55 percent of the 
total youth population age 0-17.  This cohort 
increased slightly (by approximately six percent) 
from the 2000 census to 2008, and increased by 
15.5 percent from the 1990 census.  The number 
of youth age 0-9 in the state is forecasted to 
increase by one percent by the year 2010, and 
by 14 percent by the year 2020.

The 10-17 age group accounts for approxi-
mately 45 percent of the total youth popula-
tion.  This age group increased by approximately 
2.7 percent from the 2000 census to 2009, and 
increased by 36 percent from the 1990 census.  
The 10-17 year old age group is forecasted to 
increase by approximately eight percent by the 
year 2020.
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Racial and Ethnic Distribution

The 15-17 year old age group had the highest 
youth population increase (approximately 49 
percent) from the 1990 census to 2009.  In 2009, 
the 10-14 year old age group and the 0-4 year 
old age groups each comprised approximately 
28 percent of the total juvenile population, fol-
lowed by the 5-9 year old age group (approxi-
mately 27 percent of the total juvenile popula-
tion).  The 15-17 year old cohort represented 
approximately 18 percent of the total juvenile 
population according to the 2009 estimates.

Trends in the state’s juvenile population by gen-
der show the percentage of girls and boys has 
remained constant from the 2000 Census to 2009 
estimates, with boys representing approximately 
51 percent of the 0-17 juvenile population, and 
girls representing approximately 49 percent.

Changes in the number of youth in selected 
age groups will make different demands upon 
the state.  Demographic trends should influence 
how the state plans services for youth.  Factors 
such as minority status, poverty, juvenile crime, 
and child abuse should also be considered.  
Public policy, funding, public awareness, types 
of crimes committed, and law enforcement and 
judicial behavior can also affect the demand for 
services for children.

Population estimates for 2009 show that one-half 
(approximately 50 percent) of the youth in our 
state continue to live in three western coun-
ties:  King, Pierce and Snohomish.  The Office of 
Financial Management reported (in a June 2010 
press release):  “The majority of growth since 
2000 remains concentrated in Western Wash-
ington.  King County shows the most stability 
over the decade, with the largest 10-year gain 
being 196,400.  Pierce County is in 2nd place, 
with 113,800, followed by Snohomish County with 
105,100 and Clark County with 90,400.  The fast-
est-growing counties in terms of percent change 
since the 2000 census are Franklin (53.0 percent), 
Clark (26.2 percent), Thurston (21.7 percent), Kit-
titas (21.4 percent), and Benton (21.4 percent).”

On April 1, 2010, 31 counties met the state’s 
definition of a “rural” county (a county with a 
population density less than 100 persons per 
square mile, or a county smaller than 225 square 
miles).  The remaining eight counties (Benton, 

Location of Youth

Clark, King, Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish, Spokane 
and Thurston) collectively comprise three-fourths 
(74%) of the youth population in the state; with 
the exception of Benton and Spokane, all of 
these counties are located in Western Washing-
ton.  

The statewide juvenile minority population in-
creased by from almost five percent from 2008 
to 2009 (from 31.8 to 33.3).  The statewide juve-
nile minority youth population was 24.2 percent 
in Census 2000.  The 2002 to 2009 estimates utilize 
the National Center for Health Statistics’ U.S. 
Census Populations with Bridge Race Categories 
data files, and are not directly comparable with 
2000 Census racial categories (see footnote on 
Table 9).

According to 2009 estimates, approximately:  
67 percent of Washington’s youth (age 0-17) 
are White (non-hispanic), 6 percent are Black 
(non-hispanic), 2 percent are American Indian 
& Alaska Native (non-hispanic), 8 percent are 
Asian (non-hispanic), and 18 percent are His-
panic (of any race) -- percentages have been 
rounded.  

The 1990 Census reported that 7 percent of 
juveniles in the state were of Hispanic origin; ac-
cording to the 2000 Census data, 12 percent of 
Washington’s youth were of Hispanic or Latino 
origin; and 2009 estimates show that 17.6 per-
cent of Washington’s youth were of Hispanic 
origin.

The 12 counties with a juvenile minority popula-
tion above the 2009 statewide average percent-
age (33.3%) include:  Adams, Benton, Chelan, 
Douglas, Franklin, Grant, King, Okanogan, 
Pierce, Skagit, Walla Walla and Yakima.  There 
are three counties with a juvenile minority popu-
lation that is two times the statewide average 
percentage:  Adams, Franklin and Yakima.  Ad-
ams County continues to have the highest per-
centage of minority youth in the state (73.5%).

Forty-four percent of Washington State’s minor-
ity youth reside within two counties (King and 
Pierce).  Eleven counties have minority youth 
populations of over 10,000 youth:  Benton, Clark, 
Franklin, Grant, King, Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish, 
Spokane, Thurston, and Yakima.
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The federal JJDP Act requires states to collect 
juvenile justice data on the juvenile population 
residing on reservations and off-reservation trust 
lands.  The Act also requires states to allocate 
a portion of their Formula Grant funds to Ameri-
can Indian Tribes that perform law enforcement 
functions and who agree to comply with the 
core requirements of the JJDP Act.  There are 
currently 29 federally recognized Indian Tribes in 
Washington (see map below).  

The 2000 Census provides information on youth 
residing on 27 tribal reservations and trust lands 
(does not include the Cowlitz and Snoqualmie 

Juvenile Population of 
American Indians

Tribes).  The Census shows there are a total of 
44,242 youth (age 0-17) in the state who live on 
reservations and trust lands, approximately 3 
percent of the state’s total youth population.  
The age 0-17 American Indian juvenile popu-
lation residing on reservations and trust lands 
represents 25 percent of the total youth resid-
ing on reservations and trust lands in the state.  
There has been a 19 percent increase in the 
American Indian juvenile population residing 
on reservations and trust lands from the 1990 to 
2000 Census, which is similar to the increase in 
the total statewide juvenile population.  In 2000, 
approximately 35 percent of American Indian 
youth age 0-17 statewide resided on reserva-
tions and trust lands. 

Map Source:  Washington State Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs, at:  
http://www.goia.wa.gov/tribal_gov/documents/WAStateTribalMap.pdf .
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Public School Enrollment
In 2010, according to the Washington State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, there were 
1,029,222 students enrolled in Washington’s 
public schools.  This is a increase of over 4,500 
students from the prior year (2009), when the 
enrollment was 1,024,721.  During the last five 
years (2006-2010), public school enrollment has 
remained relatively constant. Grades with the 
highest number of students enrolled in October 
2010 were ninth (84,534); twelfth (83,350) and 
tenth (82,011).  

During the school year 2010-2011, minority youth 
represented 37.4 percent of the total Washing-
ton public school enrollment.  Approximately 
18 percent were Hispanic, 7 percent of the 
students were Asian, 5 percent were Black, 2 
percent were American Indian, and 62 percent 
were White.  Minority enrollment in Washington’s 
public schools has increased during the past 
decade, particularly enrollment of Hispanic stu-
dents. During the past five years (2006-2010) 

minority enrollment increased from 32.1 percent 
in 2006 to 37.4 percent in 2010. 

National statistics for the school year 2009-2010 
showed a 46.5 percent minority student enroll-
ment in public schools, an from 43.7 percent in 
2005-2006. 

According to researchers including J. David 
Hawkins, Richard Catalano, Bonnie Bernard and 
others, there is a correlation between school 
attendance and performance, and risky behav-
iors, including substance abuse, delinquency, 
sexual activity and association with peers en-
gaging in risky behaviors. 

It is noteworthy that school districts in Wash-
ington State reported 38,144 suspensions and 
expulsions for student behavior (alcohol, drugs, 
harassment by intimidation (bullying), violent 
criminal offenses, and assault) in school year 
2008-09.  This number represents 3.7 percent 
of the total enrollment that year in our public 
schools. 


