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Public School Enrollment
In 2010, according to the Washington State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, there were 
1,029,222 students enrolled in Washington’s 
public schools.  This is a increase of over 4,500 
students from the prior year (2009), when the 
enrollment was 1,024,721.  During the last five 
years (2006-2010), public school enrollment has 
remained relatively constant. Grades with the 
highest number of students enrolled in October 
2010 were ninth (84,534); twelfth (83,350) and 
tenth (82,011).  

During the school year 2010-2011, minority youth 
represented 37.4 percent of the total Washing-
ton public school enrollment.  Approximately 
18 percent were Hispanic, 7 percent of the 
students were Asian, 5 percent were Black, 2 
percent were American Indian, and 62 percent 
were White.  Minority enrollment in Washington’s 
public schools has increased during the past 
decade, particularly enrollment of Hispanic stu-
dents. During the past five years (2006-2010) 

minority enrollment increased from 32.1 percent 
in 2006 to 37.4 percent in 2010. 

National statistics for the school year 2009-2010 
showed a 46.5 percent minority student enroll-
ment in public schools, an from 43.7 percent in 
2005-2006. 

According to researchers including J. David 
Hawkins, Richard Catalano, Bonnie Bernard and 
others, there is a correlation between school 
attendance and performance, and risky behav-
iors, including substance abuse, delinquency, 
sexual activity and association with peers en-
gaging in risky behaviors. 

It is noteworthy that school districts in Wash-
ington State reported 38,144 suspensions and 
expulsions for student behavior (alcohol, drugs, 
harassment by intimidation (bullying), violent 
criminal offenses, and assault) in school year 
2008-09.  This number represents 3.7 percent 
of the total enrollment that year in our public 
schools. 
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Programs that help youth stay in school, and 
programs that help youth re-enter school and 
complete graduation, have both social and 
economic implications.  Socially, youth who are 
attending school are less likely to be involved in 
substance abuse and delinquency.  Economi-
cally, youth who complete high school are more 
likely to be employed than youth who drop out 
of school.  

The Census Bureau reports that earnings of 
students without a high school diploma average 
far below the poverty line.  The U.S. Department 
of education reports that high school dropouts 
experience more unemployment during their 
work careers than those students who complet-
ed high school or college.  Additionally, those 
who complete high school are more likely to be 
employed as young adults (Condition of Educa-
tion, 1999). When employment rates for recent 
high school graduates (who were not enrolled in 
college) were compared to recent school drop-
outs, it was found that 67 percent of the high 
school graduates were employed, compared 
to 45 percent of the school dropouts (averaged 
rate) (the Condition of Education, 1999, Annual 
Report to Congress).    

Graduation and Dropout Statistics for Washing-
ton’s Counties, Districts, and Schools (School 
Year 2009-10), a report from the Office of the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction, indicates that:

Of the students who were expected to graduate 
in 2010, because they entered 9th grade in 2006, 
a total of 76.5 percent graduated on time (i.e., 
in a four-year period) with a regular diploma. This 

is a 3 percent increase over the on-time rate of 
73.5 percent for those in the Class of 2009.

• Asian students had the highest on-time grad-
uation rate, 84.9%. White students graduated

on time at the next highest rate, 79.4%.

• Pacific Islander students had the lowest on-
time rates, 57.0%. American Indian, Black and

Hispanic students had on-time graduation 
rates (respectively) of 58.0 percent, 66.7 per-
cent,

and 66.9 percent.

• Females graduated on-time at a higher rate 
(79.3%) than males (73.7%).

 

A total of 14,781 high school students dropped 
out of school during the 2009-10 school year.

This represents an average of 4.6 percent of the 
students enrolled in each of grades 9–12 and

is slightly lower than the annual dropout rate of 
previous school year (5.1%).

• The annual dropout rate progressively in-
creases across the grade levels—grade 9 had 
the

lowest rate (3.4%) and grade 12 the highest 
(7.3%).

• Asian students had the lowest annual drop-
out rate (2.6%) while American Indians had the

highest annual dropout rate (9.5%).

• Males dropped out at a higher rate (5.0%) 
than females (4.1%).

 
Over half of students who dropped out have an 
“Unknown” enrollment status. Some may have

dropped out, received a GED, or moved out of 
state without confirming a transfer to a new

school. All students whose enrollment status is 
“Unknown” at the end of the year are consid-
ered dropouts.

The National Center for Educational Statistics 
estimates that on an average school day, as 
many as 15 percent of junior and senior high 
school students are not in school.  For many, this 
is a pattern that leads to the negative behaviors 
listed above and dropping out of school.  Drop-
ping out of school can have profound effects 
on a young person’s life.  As reported in the 
Condition of Education 1999 (National Center for 
Education Statistics, June 1998, Annual Report 
to Congress) “students who drop out of school 
have fewer opportunities to succeed in the 
workforce or to assume a fully functional place 
in society at large than those who complete 
high school.”
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