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Data Analysis

Juvenile Arrests
Arrest data contained in the following pages 
summarize juvenile arrest data that was provided 
to the Office of Juvenile Justice by the WUCR Pro-
gram, which is administered by the Washington 
Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs.  These 
data were compiled from monthly UCR submis-
sions to the WUCR Program by individual law 
enforcement agencies; data collection follows the 
FBI guidelines and standards.  

The national Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) 
Program has been redesigned, and since Decem-
ber 2006 Washington State has been converting 
to this new data collection system – known as 
the National Incident Based Reporting System 
(NIBRS).  By the end of 2012, it is anticipated that 
Washington State will be providing NIBRS crime 
statistics rather than UCR summary data for all 
reporting agencies – NIBRS provides more com-
prehensive data for reports and analysis.  

The 2010 data provided in the following tables 
and summarized in this narrative include both 
summary UCR and NIBRS data reported by indi-
vidual agencies to the WUCR Program.

Staff of the Washington State Partnership Council 
on Juvenile Justice (WA-PCJJ) provided the analy-
sis and summary of the juvenile arrest data set.

Arrests shown on the following tables actually un-
derreport the number of juveniles arrested; these 
numbers have not been adjusted by subtracting 
the population of police jurisdictions that did not 
report arrest data to UCR.  The figures of arrests 
do not represent every juvenile arrest made dur-
ing the year, but reflect the information that was 
reported by the arresting agencies.   Please note 
that juvenile arrest data provided in WA-PCJJ re-
ports do not include runaways or curfew violators 
reported to the WUCR by individual agencies.

Available reports for 2010 represented ap-
proximately 87 percent of the state’s juvenile 
population, a decline in the reporting population 
percentage from 2009, when approximately 92 
percent of the state’s juvenile population was 
represented.  (The conversion from the UCR sum-
mary data system to the NIBRS reporting system 
may have contributed to the number of agencies 
that did not report in 2010.) From 1998 through 
2009 the percentage of the population repre-

sented had remained fairly consistent, with 90 to 
96 percent of the population represented.  

Rates for the various categories of offenses are 
based on the population of juveniles age 10 
through 17.  There were 25,772 juvenile arrests 
reported in 2010.  This figure represents an arrest 
rate of 36.2 for every thousand juveniles in the 
state age 10 through 17, a decrease from the 2008 
rate of 41.0.  The 2010 juvenile arrest rate is the 
lowest reported for Washington State since prior 
to 1982.  There was a 47 percent decrease in the 
rate per 1,000 juveniles age 10-17 from 2000 to 
2010.

From 1985 to 1988, the arrest rate for juveniles 
age 10-17 remained fairly steady at approximately 
90 per 1,000.  The rate decreased in the 1989-
1990 period to about 86 per 1,000, and for the 
years, 1991-1992, the rates were approximately 92 
per 1,000.  The juvenile arrest rate for 1993 was 
90.1, and increased to a high of 94.9 in 1994.

Arrest data for 2010 include 114 arrests of youth 
under the age of 10 (representing less than one 
percent of the total juvenile arrests).  This is a 
decrease from the number of arrests of youth un-
der the age of 10 years in 2009 (151 arrests), and 
there has been an 80 percent decrease from 2000 
to 2010 in the number of juveniles under the age 
of 10 arrested (there were 558 juveniles under the 
age of 10 arrested in 2000).

 
When comparing arrests for adults and juveniles 
in Washington State in 2010, juveniles comprised 
approximately 11 percent of the total number of 
arrests statewide, a reduction from 12 percent 
of the total number of arrests in 2009.  Adults 
continue to represent a significantly larger propor-
tion of the arrests for drug and alcohol offenses 
(91 percent) than juveniles (9 percent of the total 
arrests in 2010).

Approximately 21 percent of property offense 
arrests were juvenile arrests in 2010 (a decrease 
from 23 percent in 2009), and approximately 16 
percent of violent crime arrests in 2010 were 
juvenile arrests, compared to 17 percent of total 
arrests in 2009.

There was a decrease in the juvenile arrest rate 
for violent offenses from 2009 to 2010.  The rate 

Comparing Juvenile and Adult Arrests

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests
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of arrests for violent offenses was 1.8 per 1,000 
juveniles age 10-17 in 2010, a decrease from the 
rate of 2.1 per 1,000 juveniles age 10-17 in 2008 
and 2009.  The 2010 rate of 1.8 is the lowest rate 
reported since prior to 1982.  There was a 36 per-
cent decrease in the violent crime arrest rate from 
2000 to 2010.

The 1,287 arrests of juveniles for violent crimes in 
2010 breakdown as follows:

• 6 arrests for murder or manslaughter.
• 101 arrests for forcible rape.
• 704 arrests for aggravated assault.
• 476 arrests for robbery.

There were decreases in the number of arrests 
in all four of the above violent offense catego-
ries (see also Table 53) from 2009 to 2010.  Most 
significantly, the arrest rate per 1,000 juveniles 
age 10-17 showed a 67 percent decrease in the 
juvenile arrest rate for murder or manslaughter 
from 2009 to 2010.  

In 2010, 12 counties had a violent offense rate 
above the statewide average, while one county 
(Adams) had a juvenile violent offense rate that 
was more than two times the statewide average.

 
The rate of juvenile arrests for property offenses 
decreased by approximately 14 percent from 2009 
to 2010 (from 16.0 per 1,000 youth age 10-17 to 
13.7 per 1,000 youth age 10-17).  The 2010 rate 
(13.7) is the lowest reported rate for juvenile 
property offenses since prior to 1985.  The rate 
of arrests for property offenses decreased by 54 
percent from 2000 to 2010.

Larceny – theft has continued to represent the 
offense for which youth were most often ar-
rested (22.5 percent of the total juvenile arrests in 
2010).  Larceny arrests comprised approximately 
60 percent of the property offenses in 2009 and 
in 2010.  Approximately 19 percent of the arrests 
for property offenses were for vandalism, and 13 
percent were for burglary in 2010.

In 2010, the rate of juvenile arrests for drug and 
alcohol offenses was 8.1 per 1,000 juveniles age 
10-17.  This represents a decrease (11 percent) 
in the rate from 2009 to 2010.  The 2010 rate is a 
39.6 percent decrease from the 2000 rate of 13.4 
per 1,000 juvenile age 10-17.  This is the lowest re-
ported rate for juvenile drug and alcohol offenses 
since prior to 1982.   

Juvenile Arrests for Other Offenses

Within the drug and alcohol offense category, in 
2010 drug offenses comprised approximately 50 
percent and alcohol offenses comprised 50 per-
cent of all juvenile drug and alcohol arrests.  The 
majority of all juvenile arrests for drug offenses 
were for “possession” (approximately 84 percent 
in 2010).

Note:  The arrest rates for counties with very small 
juvenile populations (such as Columbia, Garfield, 
and Wahkiakum) may be distorted, because a few 
arrests can change the rates dramatically.

When the 39 counties are ranked by juvenile ar-
rest rates in 2010, the five largest counties rank:  
King (36th); Pierce (23rd); Snohomish (26th), Clark 
(19th) and Spokane (17th).  Note:  There was 
significant under-reporting by law enforcement 
within King County in 2010 (a significant percent-
age—approximately 40% in 2010–of the popula-
tion within the county was not represented in the 
county total, as local law enforcement agency(s) 
did not provide juvenile arrest information); there-
fore, the actual number of arrests for the county is 
greater than the total reported.

In 2010, there were 14 counties with juvenile 
populations age 10-17 over 5,000, with an ar-
rest rate above the statewide average of 36.2 per 
1,000 juveniles age 10-17:  Benton, Chelan, Clark, 
Cowlitz, Franklin, Grant, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Ma-
son, Skagit, Spokane, Walla Walla, Whatcom, and 
Yakima.

In 2010, three counties (Adams, Benton, and 
Franklin) had a juvenile arrest rate that was two 
times (or higher) than the statewide average per 
1,000 youth age 10-17 for total arrests.  Five coun-
ties (Benton, Jefferson, Lincoln, Okanogan, and 
Whatcom) had an arrest rate that was more than 
twice the statewide average for arrests for drug 
and alcohol offenses in 2010, and one county (Ad-
ams) had a juvenile violent offense arrest rate that 
was more than two times the statewide average.  
Three counties had juvenile arrest rates that were 
more than twice the statewide average for prop-
erty offenses:  Adams, Benton, and Skagit; and the 
following five counties had an arrest rate that was 
more than twice the statewide average for “all 
other offenses”:  Adams, Asotin, Benton, Cowlitz 
and Franklin.

Juvenile Arrests by County



116

Data Analysis

The racial distribution of total juvenile arrests for 
2010 follows:  83.9 percent were White, 10.6 per-
cent were Black, 2.8 percent were Native Ameri-
can, and 2.6 percent were Asian youth.  Race 
proportions include persons of Hispanic origin.  In 
2000, 84.4 percent were White, 9.2 percent were 
Black, 3.4 percent were American Indian and 3.1 
percent were Asian youth.  There was a 15 percent 
increase in the percentage of arrests for Black 
youth from 2000 to 2010, while there was less 
than a one percent decrease for White youth, an 
17.6 percent decrease for Native American youth, 
and a 16.1 percent decrease for Asian youth.

According to the “Easy Access to Juvenile Popula-
tions” data set, 87 percent of youth age 10-17 of 
Hispanic ethnicity in 2010 were reported in the 
White race category.

Arrest rates for violent offenses by race in 2010 
show the following:

White Black American
Indian

Asian & 
Pacific Is.

% of Popula-
tion Age 
10-17

81.9 6.3 3.0 8.8

% of Arrests 83.9 10.6 2.8 2.6

Homocide/
Manslaughter

50.0 50.0 0 0

Rape 84.1 11.9 3.0 1.0

Robbery 51.9 40.9 3.6 3.6

Aggravated 
Assault

80.2 13.8 4.0 2.0

In 2010, females accounted for 30.5 percent of the 
total juvenile arrests, a slight increase(1.6 per-
cent) from 30.0 percent of total juvenile arrests in 
2009.   From 2000 to 2010, the percentage of total 
arrests increased by approximately 11 percent 
for girls, while in comparison the percentage of 
total arrests for boys decreased by 4 percent.  The 
percentage of total juvenile arrests by females has 
ranged from 27.5 to 30.5 percent annually from 
2000 to 2010.

During 2009 females accounted for approximately: 

• 31 percent of all juvenile arrests.
• 28 percent of all juvenile arrests for drug 

and alcohol offenses
• 33 percent of all juvenile arrests for property 

offenses 

• 18 percent of all juvenile arrests for violent 
offenses

• 31 percent of all juvenile arrests for “all 
other” offenses 

Girls accounted for 33 percent of the juvenile 
arrests for property offenses in 2010, a slight 
increase from 32 percent of the juvenile arrests 
for property offenses in 2009.  Girls represented 
approximately 45 percent of all juvenile arrests for 
larceny (theft) in 2010.  

Girls accounted for 28.4 percent of the total juve-
nile arrests for drug and alcohol offenses in 2010, 
little change from 28.9 percent in 2009.  Also, 
there was little change in the percentage of total 
arrests for “all other offenses” for females from 
2009 to 2010 (from 30.4 to 30.6 percent of total 
juvenile arrests).  The percentage of total juvenile 
arrests for violent crimes by girls increased by 
11 percent from 2009 to 2010 (from 16.4 to 18.2 
percent of total juvenile violent crimes).

In 2010, girls represented approximately:  38 per-
cent of the arrests for “other assaults”; 45 percent 
of the juvenile arrests for larceny-theft; 83 percent 
of the total juvenile arrests for prostitution and 
commercial vice; 30 percent of the total juvenile 
arrests for disorderly conduct; and 36 percent of 
juvenile arrests for liquor law violations. 

Thus, while the total number of juvenile arrests 
for committing crimes has decreased substantially 
over the past ten years (from 47,763 in 2000 to 
25,772 arrests in 2010—a 46 percent decrease in 
the number of arrests), the female juvenile arrest 
trend differs from the male trend (the number of 
juvenile arrests for boys decreased by 48 percent 
from 2000 to 2010, compared to a 40 percent 
decrease for girls).  

This is consistent with the national trend in the 
rise in the proportion of females entering the 
juvenile justice system—“According to data from 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, from 1991 to 
2000, arrests of girls increased more (or decreased 
less) than arrests of boys for most types of of-
fenses. By 2004, girls accounted for 30 percent 
of all juvenile arrests. However, questions remain 
about whether these trends reflect an actual in-

Juvenile Arrests by Gender

1Ojjdp Girls Study Group Series Bulletin, Understanding and Respond-
ing to Grils’Delinquency, April 2010, U.S. Department of Justice, Office 
of Justice Programs, Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention.

Juvenile Arrests by Race
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crease in girls’ delinquency or changes in societal 
responses to girls’ behavior. To find answers to 
these questions, the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention convened the Girls Study 
Group to establish a theoretical and empirical 
foundation to guide the development, testing, and 

dissemination of strategies to reduce or prevent 
girls’ involvement in delinquency and violence.”  
An October 2008 OJJDP bulletin on findings from 
the Girls Study Group indicates that arrest laws 
and changes in law enforcement policy appear to 
have had more of an impact on arrest rates than 
changes in girls’ behavior.
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