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Washington State Advisory Group

The Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice was established via Executive Order 10-
03 on September 13, 2010.  The Partnership Council is charged with being “the primary state planning 
agency for matters pertaining to juvenile justice in the state of Washington.”

SAG Membership in 2015:
Gordon McHenry Jr, Chair 
President-CEO Solid Ground			 
Seattle

The Honorable Judge James Orlando, Vice  Chair
(Superior Court Judges Assoc Representative)
Judge, Pierce County Superior Court
Tacoma

Starcia Ague
Youth Member
Youth & Family Advocate Program Administrator
Rehabilitation Administration DSHS
Olympia

John Clayton
Assistant Secretary
Rehabilitation Administration, DSHS
Olympia

Senator Jeannie Darneille
Washington State Senate
Tacoma

Mike Fenton
(WAJCA Representative)
Juvenile Court Administrator
Thurston County Juvenile Court
Olympia

Bill Feyerherm, Ph.D.
Criminology Researcher
Friday Harbor

Drew Gipson
Youth Member
SharePoint Technician
Federal Way

Chris Imhoff
Director, Division of Behavioral Health and
Recovery, Behavioral Health & Service Integration
Olympia

Christopher Jordan
Youth Member
Program Administrator Fab-5

The Honorable Raquel Montoya-Lewis
Whatcom County Supreme Court Judge
Bellingham

Sandy Mullins
Senior Policy Advisor
Governor’s Legislative & Policy Office
Olympia

Jim Pugel
(WASPC Representative)
Deputy Chief
King County Sheriff’s Office
Seattle

Washington’s State Advisory Group:

The Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice
(WA-PCJJ)

The WA-PCJJ meets the requirements for state advisory group membership per 42 U.S.C. 5633, Sec. 
223(a)(3)(A) of the federal JJDP Act, including that at least one-fifth of the membership be under the age 
of 24 at the time of appointment.  Gordon McHenry, Jr., President and Chief Executive of Solid Ground (a 
Seattle based nonprofit social services organization) is the appointed Chair of the WA-PCJJ. Judge James 
Orlando, Pierce County Superior Court, is Vice Chair.  The Council is staffed by the Office of Juvenile 
Justice, within the Juvenile Justice & Rehabilitation Administration, DSHS.
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Kathleen Sande
Supervisor, Institutional Education Program 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Olympia

Eric Trupin, Ph.D.
Director, Public Behavioral Health and Justice 
Policy Division
University of Washington
Seattle

Executive Committee Membership:
•	 Gordon McHenry Jr
•	 Judge James Orlando
•	 Starcia Ague
•	 John Clayton
•	 Judge Raquel Montoya-Lewis
•	 Kathleen Sande
•	 Eric Trupin, Ph.D.

Standing Committees:
In addition to an Executive Committee, there are 
five standing committees of the Council:

•	 Behavioral Health Committee
Dr. Eric Trupin, Chair

•	 Grants and Technical Assistance/Fiscal 
Committee

Judge Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Chair

•	 Racial & Ethnic Disparities (R.E.D) Committee
Judge James Orlando, Chair

•	 Reentry & Reconnecting Youth Committee
John Clayton, Co-Chair
Kathleen Sande, Co-Chair

•	 Youth Committee
Starcia Ague, Chair
John Clayton, Advisor

SAG Membership in 2015, continued: Staff to the State Advisory Group
Staff to the State Advisory Group are located 
within the Office of Juvenile Justice, Rehabilita-
tion Administration, Department of Social and 
Health Services:

Cory Redman, Acting Director
Office of Juvenile Justice

W. Mike Davison
Program Coordinator/
Compliance Coordinator

Lisa Wolph
Program Coordinator/
Racial & Ethnic Disparities (R.E.D.) Coordinator

Office of Juvenile Justice, RA, DSHS
Staff to the Washington State Partnership 
Council on Juvenile Justice 
PO Box 45828
Olympia, WA 98504-5828
Ph 360-902-7526; Fax 360-902-7527
Website:  www.dshs.wa.gov/ra/office-juvenile-
justice 
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Vision, Mission and Guiding 
Principles

 Vision: 
We envision a future in which all the youth of 
Washington State are nurtured, healthy, safe, edu-
cated and contributing to their communities. 

Mission for Council / SAG:

Promote partnerships and innovations that im-
prove outcomes for juvenile offenders and their 
victims, to build family and community capacity 
to prevent delinquency, and to provide analysis 
and expertise to state and local policymakers.

Mission for Washington’s Juvenile
Justice System:

•	 Fairness – All hearings and decisions under 
the Juvenile Justice Act and all services and 
strategies implemented to achieve System mis-
sions are provided in a fair and unbiased man-
ner to all participants.

•	 Community Protection – All Washington’s 
citizens deserve to be and feel safe from crime. 

•	 Youth Accountability – Youth offenders 
understand the impact of their actions on the 
victim and the community, accept responsibility 
for their actions and experience consequences 
that balance the impact of their actions with 
what will be effective for their rehabilitation. 

•	 Victim Restoration – A juvenile who commits 
a crime harms the victim of the crime and the 
community, and thereby incurs an obligation to 
repair that harm to the greatest extent possible. 

•	 Youth Rehabilitation – Juvenile offenders 
have strengths, are capable of change, can earn 
redemption, and can become responsible and 
productive members of their communities. 

Guiding Principles for Washington’s 
Juvenile Justice System 

To define and determine the functioning of 
Washington’s juvenile justice system, the 
Washington State Partnership Council on 
Juvenile Justice presents the following guiding 
principles. These principles are consistent with 
the principles contained in existing state law. 
They are also consistent with the Council’s un-
derstanding of best practice in juvenile justice 
system implementation. They should guide the 
overall operation of the juvenile justice system 
and be reflected in the nature of all programs 
and services provided. They should shape 
policy decisions within the system, as well as 
relationships forged with victims, offenders 
and their families and the general public. 

Prevention

Our Belief:  Reducing the involvement of youth 
in the juvenile justice system begins with pre-
vention, and prevention requires collaboration 
among all youth serving systems.

Rehabilitation

Our Belief: Juvenile offenders have strengths, 
are capable of change, can earn redemption, 
and can become responsible and productive  
members of their communities; brain science 
has established that there are fundamental de-
velopmental differences between adolescents 
and adults which must be taken into account in 
designing programs of prevention and inter-
vention.

Community Protection

Our Belief: All Washington’s citizens deserve to 
be and feel safe from crime.

Youth Accountability / Restorative Justice 

Our Belief: Youth offenders should understand 
the impact of their actions on the victim and 
the community, accept responsibility for their 
actions and experience consequences that bal-
ance the impact of their actions with what will 
be effective for their rehabilitation.
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Victim Support

Our Belief:  A juvenile who commits a crime 
harms the victim of the crime and the commu-
nity, and thereby incurs an obligation to repair 
harm to the greatest extent possible.

Fairness 

Our Belief:  All hearings and decisions under 
the Juvenile Justice Act and all services and 
strategies implemented to achieve system mis-
sions should be provided in a fair and unbiased 
manner to all participants.

Disproportionate Minority Contact

Our Belief:  The juvenile justice system must 
be free of any bias based on race or ethnicity; 
the well being of minority communities and of 
our whole society requires affirmative steps to 
reduce disproportionate minority contact with 
the justice system.

Juvenile Justice System Operations

Our Belief:  Washington’s juvenile justice sys-
tem should be driven by its mission, focused 
on outcomes, and measured by its perfor-
mance.

Strategies and Approaches:

The Council fulfills their mission by collaborat-
ing with other public and private partners to:

•	 Promote and sustain partnerships to 
improve juvenile justice outcomes at the 
state and local levels.

•	 Implement the provisions of the federal 
JJDP Act, including DSO, DMC, jail removal 
and sight and sound separation.

•	 Develop funding priorities and award 
federal JJDP funds, as well as other public 
and private funds, to local communities, 
and advocate for delinquency prevention 
and improvements in the juvenile justice 
system.

•	 Inform and educate elected officials, 
policy advisors, community leaders and 
the public on juvenile justice trends, best 
practices and implications for juvenile jus-
tice reforms through research and policy 
briefs.

•	 Promote research-based preventive and 
rehabilitative programs.

•	 Support juvenile justice reform initiatives 
and work to reduce disproportionate 
minority contact in the juvenile justice 
system.

•	 Encourage responses to juvenile delin-
quency that are restorative for both youth 
and communities.

•	 Serve as an information resource for juve-
nile and delinquency prevention issues.

•	 Sponsor and promote public education 
programs on juvenile justice issues.

•	 Provide education and training for and 
facilitate information exchange between 
stakeholders on juvenile justice related 
best practices.


