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Sharon R. Kinley is an enrolled member of the Lummi Nation.  She is currently employed at Northwest Indian College as the Director of the Coast Salish Institute. The Coast Salish Institute is created for the preservation and revitalization of Coast Salish Languages, Histories, Symbols, and our traditional ways of knowing and being – all focused on the defense of our homelands and the survival of our people.
Penny Carol Hillaire, MSW

She has over 30 years experience working on developing and implementing youth programs for the Lummi children. Some of these programs include; Lummi Youth Safe House, Se-eye-chen (Adolescent Residential Treatment Program) and Lummi Youth Academy. Each of these valuable community programs were drafted out of her time spent on the “Community Mobilization Against Drugs” Task Force, during her one-year term on Lummi Tribal Council.  Penny Carol is currently a member of the “Bringing Our Children Home” Task Force, for the Lummi Nation. She played a key roll in the development of the Grandparents Advisory Committee, which is formed out of grassroots grandmothers. Penny Carol is a grandmother of six grandsons. As a grandmother, it is her job to protect, preserve, and promote the inherited right to be with their family. As a result, she is a strong advocate for children and family reunification. 

In 2010 members of the Lummi Nation approached their tribal leaders for support that would help reunify them with their children who were (for various and complicated reasons) in the custody of the state.  Over several months, as more and more cases that were “on track for termination of parental rights” emerged - - a group of Grandparents came forward to be the voice of our Lummi children and their families.
This presentation is the story of those Grandmothers who remember the original instruction embedded in their traditions.  They have created strategies for bringing those traditional values and practices into contemporary times to solve a modern problem that could potentially be the termination of the tribes.
Grandparents Committee Core Team:

Doreen Vargas, Chairperson, 

Connie Martin, Danita Washington, Penny Carol Hillaire, Rebecca Jefferson, 
Charlene C. George, Theresa Bob

