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2010 Population numbers (OFM) 
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What is a Relative Rate Index (RRI)? 
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How much more likely are contacts for American 
Indian youth? 

African-
American 

American 
Indian 

Asian/ 
Pacific Islander 

Hispanic/ 
Latino 

1992 2009 1992 2009 1992 2009 1992 2009 

Arrest 1.7 1.8 1.0 1.3 0.4 0.3 0.7 N/A 

Referred to court 4.9 2.7 1.4 2.1 0.9 0.5 1.1 1.4 

Diverted 0.6 1.6 0.8 0.6 0.9 0.6 0.1 1.2 

Prosecuted 3.3 3.8 1.3 2.5 0.6 0.6 1.1 1.7 

Adjudicated guilty 2.6 3.7 1.2 2.4 0.6 0.6 1.1 1.8 

Confined in state facility 7.1 5.2 2.8 2.5 0.7 0.9 1.9 1.7 

RRI’s in 1992 and 2009 



What Do We Mean By “Crossover”? 
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Falling Through The 
Cracks 



Multisystem involvement by race and ethnicity, youth 
with offender referrals 2005 to 2009 
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King County “Prevalence Study” 
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Offender Referrals & Detention Involvement 

No CA 
CA 

Investigation 
CA Legal 

Average Age at  
First Referral 15.8 14.7 14.4  Younger 

Average Age at  
First Detention 16.0 15.0 14.9 Younger 

Average Number of 
Offender Referrals 2.1 4.1 5.8   Higher 

Average Number of 
Detention Episodes 2.4 4.1 5.9  Higher 

Average Number of 
Days in Detention 19 40 70 Higher 



Minority and Justice? 
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Recidivism! 

(Prevalence report pg 21) 



School Engagement, Offending and 
Child Welfare Involvement 

George, T. (2011)  School Engagement and Juvenile Offending Among Maltreated Youth Who Vary by Race/Ethnicity, Gender, and Type 
of Child Maltreatment . Washington State Center for Court Research and Office of Financial Management. Olympia, WA.  

Maltreatment 
(Removal from Home,  

Investigation) 

School  
      Performance 

    Juvenile Justice 
Involvement 

Sexually Abused 
Males 17.6 Times 

More Likely to 
Commit a Violent 
Felony by Age 16 

AIAN, Black and 
Hispanic Youth – 
Higher School 

Disengagement, 
More Offending 



Percentage of  Maltreated and Non-maltreated  American Indian  
Youths who were Truant during 9th Grade 
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George, T. (2011)  School Engagement and Juvenile Offending Among Maltreated Youth Who Vary by Race/Ethnicity, Gender, and Type 
of Child Maltreatment . Washington State Center for Court Research and Office of Financial Management. Olympia, WA.  



Percentage of  Maltreated and Non-maltreated  Youths  
Who were Truant during 9th Grade 
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Percentage of  Maltreated and Non-maltreated  American Indian 
Youths with a Violent Felony by Age 16 
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Washington State Juvenile Court 
Assessment (WSJCA) 

Risk and Protective Factor  
Assessment 
 
Prescreen Instrument 
 



Different View of AIAN Juvenile 
Offenders 

 Cohort of AIAN youth 2003-2012 with a completed 
prescreen in the database 
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Different View of AIAN Juvenile 
Offenders 
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Recommendations 

1. Early intervention for children involved with child 
welfare  

2. Trauma-Informed Treatment 
3. Cultural Competence in Delivery of Services 
4. Retention of youth in services 



Questions, Comments?  

Jennifer Zipoy, M.A. 
jennifer.zipoy@courts.wa.gov 
360-704-4142 
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