Indian Policy Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
January 12, 2012


Welcome and induction by Liz Mueller 

Introduction of Robin Arnold-Williams
It is a pleasure to return to DSHS.  My most fond memory is the strength of the Government-to-Government Relations here.  I had the pleasure of working with the group from 2005 to 2008, and this is one of the things I looked forward to the most.  At this point, there is no indication of future cuts from the Legislature; however we need to wait for the revenue forecast to come out on February 16th.  I do have an obligation to look at where we can take reductions should that be necessary.  I also need to decide where investments should be returned to first should that become available.  

At this point, there is no indication on where the future of 2106 lies, however Representative Kagy is working toward solutions with it.  In a conversation with Rep. Kagy, it looks like an effort to re-write Phase 1.  Tribes have chosen not to participate and I will need to be briefed more on these letters opting out.  
	Once Session has completed, Robin will begin Tribal visits.
Whitehouse Visit
Liz Mueller and Greg Abrahamson made a visit to the Whitehouse.  The two of them attended three meetings and brought forth the priorities of the northwest tribes which to name a few, were environmental, cultural, economic, family issues, and natural resources.  Liz and Greg met with different Secretaries as well as the Department of Interior which signed a consultation agreement.  Please check the consultation agreement.  Would like everyone to watch the federal monies coming in, need to assure that government-to-government relations are taking place.  Also creating a program called Cradle to Career.  This begins with children at birth and follows them all the way to the beginning of their careers.  

Aging and Adult Services Administration Updates
Strategic Plan Enhancement – Sarah Marianni is the project manager for the state.  Colleen has been serving on the group, but the group would also like a representative from IPAC.  There are currently 25 people on the workgroup.  The meetings are once a month, plus there are ad hoc work groups.  There are currently two ad hoc workgroups in place.   Charlene Abrahamson to serve on committee with Debbie Bennet as delegate.
· Jim Sherril moves to motion
· Nancy Dufraine seconds the motion
· All in favor
· Liz carries the motion

Disparities Workgroup in Mental Heath – Sandra Mena discussed the workgroup.  It derived from the 2009 Center Mental Health Services National Policy Summit.  Hank Felerma is the chair of the disparities workgroup.  The group would like tribal representation to join for the 3rd phase of the group.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  Phase 1 and phase 2 were simply planning and defining, but now the group is ready to look at moving forward.   Ann Dahl nominated to serve on this committee.

· Toni Lines moves to motion
· Cheryl Miller seconds the motion
· All in favor
· Liz carries the motion

Behavioral Health Advisory Council – The block grant is being renewed.  There are approximately 30 members and we have been asking people to submit applications.  Applications are turned into the Director and a committee of 6 members chooses successful candidates.  There is no application process necessary for the IPAC representative.  Meetings are held quarterly, with the first meeting being a face to face meeting.  The first face to face meeting will take place on arch 1st at the Seattle Embassy Suites from 9:00 to 3:00.  Anyone is welcome to attend.  The key purpose is to make sure the block grant is meeting all of the federal requirements.  Having an IPAC representative on the committee will not serve as tribal consultation with this process.  Steve Kutz nominated to serve on this committee with Cindy Robinson as delegate.
		
· Jim Sherrill moves to motion
· Catherine Horne seconds the motion
· All in favor
· Liz carries the motion

Children’s Mental Health Redesign – Children’s Mental Health Redesign is looking toward the health reform in 2014.  Council began to meet with RSNs in August of last year to develop a vision of redesign.  Agreement to revisit votes later.
System’s of Care – System’s of Care is a federally sponsored help committee created to help states and government to decrease categorical care that may inhibit access.  This group is just in the beginning, and a core team is being developed.  Agreement to revisit votes later.
Children’s Administration
Overview by Deborah Purce – Unfortunately Denise is in Denver discussing the IV-E Waiver process and could not be present at this meeting.  IV-E allows the creative use of flexible funds for children in foster care.  It is a tool to allow public agencies to do innovation.  The federal government can authorize up to 10 grants per year.  Those who have been granted waivers have seen a decrease in the number of children in care.  Trends show a dramatic reduction of kids who even have to come in to care to begin with.  Safety for children has also improved.  Deborah will check for disporportionality numbers and share them with IPAC.  There is one member on the committee who is a member from D.A.C.  Nancy stated that at the Title IV-E meeting on January 11th Denise stated she would be asking if other states are including tribes.  As of yet, it is believed that the only other state who has included tribes is New Mexico.   Denise also intended to ask if this process is able to incorporate tribal court rulings, as there seems to be a disconnect in this area.  Nancy stated that their committee has only had one meeting this year and she intended to share information with IPAC and the tribes.  Deborah asked that everyone please take a look at the included information in the IPAC Packets.  There is also constantly updated information on the CA website.  Everyone should get their applications in as soon as possible.  The committee will meet again sometime in June and waivers are to be awarded in the fall. 

Economic Services Administration
Consultation Meeting – On January 9th, an invitation was sent to tribes to discuss the WACs.  The meeting will be held on February 24th in the SL04 Conference room from 1:00 to 4:00.  This is something that was discussed last July at IPAC.  Lummi formally asked for consultation, so we are holding that consultation now.  If tribes would like a caucus, Colleen has reserved the Lookout Room for a whole day at the beginning of February.   
ESA Budget Report – A reduction in TANF funding time limits have been put forward to the Legislature.  It still requires approval from the Legislature at this point.  There is also a 2% reduction in TANF grants.  This would decrease the TANF payment from $478 a month to $468 a month.  TANF was previously decreased by 15%.   The last change in TANF is the EBT card replacement.  These will now be done by mail and decrease the cost of replacing them.   
ESA Program Changes – There are a couple of major program changes happening in ESA.  One of them is the elimination of Disability Lifeline.  This elimination initiated changes in assistance for pregnant women as well as ADD.  There are currently 18,254 adults who lost cash assistance and as of right now, 16,000 adults on ADD Assistance.  ESA also lost the Child Only grant.  Of those families, 116 were tribal.  2.5% of the overall caseload is Native American.  4.2% of Native Americans lost cash because they failed to provide necessary information to the Department.  
Customer Service Offices – The CSOs have made changes to allow us to keep the commitment for same day service.  Offices will no longer take appointments after 2:00 p.m..  Customers are still able to contact and speak with CSD, however they will not be seen the same day if coming in after 2.  
Supplemental Meals – CSD is partnering with the Office of the Superintendent to supplement meals during the summer break.  This program will provide up to 5,000 children meals through June, July, August and September.  
DCS Updates – Policy Chief Ellen Nolan has accepted a 1 year rotation.  Sharon Redmond has accepted to fill in behind Ellen while she is out on rotation.  Also, November’s American Indian Heritage Month was a great success.  We held a celebration and a couple of Brown-Bag lunches.
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Division Updates – The Statewide Traumatic Brain Injury Council has an available chair on the committee.  In the past, the chair has been held by a physician.  Please apply if you are interested in joining the committee.  These are Governor appointed positions and applications should go to her office.

Office of Indian Policy
Updates – The Tribal Attestation letter went out on December 14th.  This is one of many ways for tribes to get credentialing for mental health staff.  Annual lump sum advanced payments are moving forward.  DSHS is having an internal meeting soon to work through the small issues that could result.  Last, Susan visited 99.9% of tribes while she was here.  She had also made the commitment that the Assistant Secretaries would do the same.  Please let Colleen Cawston know if there is a specific Assistant Secretary that you would wish to come and visit your tribe.  Also, please work with Colleen to coordinate visits.  


--------------------Lunch Break 11:30 to 1:00--------------------

Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration, John Clayton
Juvenile Justice Gathering – Juvenile Justice is gathering March 9th from 9:00 until 4:00 p.m. at the University of Washington, School of Law in room 115.  This will look at benefits and boarders for our youth.  Please feel free to join this gathering.  The legislature is trying to make sure that a certain percentage of programs is specifically directed towards displaced minorities.  If you have any concerns or things you would like to share, please bring it there.  

JRA Budget – JRA as closed a number of institutions due to budget reductions.  The overall population of youth in the system is down.  The system is set up so that counties work with the youth at the first sign of problems.  If the crime is at a certain level they come to us directly.  Youth being placed in our system is down over 50% in the last 10 years.  There has also been a drastic reduction in parole services.  Only about 50% of youth is receiving parole services, when in the past, they all received parole services.  
JRA Updates - JRA has transformed our services to begin looking at their release as soon as they come to us.  We have looked at reentry and transition services as well as education and employment services.  JRAs focus is to look at placing centers next to Job Corps centers.  We are also trying to do more mentoring for our youth.  It all helps.  One thing that we have found is that the disporportionality numbers are increasing.  The number of kids coming into the system has decreased, but of those kids coming in, they seem to be a higher percentage of minorities.  There are a couple of factors contributing to less youth being placed in the system.  One of them is because there is an overall decrease in the actual number of youth in Washington state right now.  Also, it is being recognized nationally that institutionalizing youth is not a good approach.  
Tribal Notification Upon Release of Youth – Regional Reps have been working with the tribes to make agreements for tribal notification upon youth release.  Everyone needs to do some more work to achieve this.  There are no formal agreements with the tribes right now.  Notifications are only made by the few local agreements that are in place.   JRA is setting this as a goal for the upcoming year. 
JRA Evidence Based Programs – JRA is using FIT (Family Integrated Transitions) and ART (Aggression Replacement Therapy).  These programs are proven, so JRA has retrofit them into the institutions.
JRA Tracking – The tracking that has taken place was done by tracking whether the youth released from JRA institutions were re-arrested again.  The tracking was over a 12 month period.
Other JRA news – Green Hill School will be hosting a Pow Wow on March 29th.  There will be many planned activities throughout the day.  
Budget Update, Kathy Marshall
DSHS Budget – Kathy Marshall Discussed budget highlights.  Please see budget PowerPoint in packets.  Kathy will share the definition of “Long Term” as well as sharing more information regarding people going through SSI as well as state assistance.  Charlene Abrahamson shared that she felt that RSNs have been useless and the group agreed.  

Mental Health Conference
UW Mental Health Conference, Mental Health Priority Summit – There is a save the date reminder in everyone’s packet.  This is a chance for tribes and RAIOs to discuss health priority issues.  There is an informal reception in the morning on April 4th.  75% of the budget for this conference has already been paid, and UW is now trying to raise funds so that all of the transportation is paid.  
Frontiers of Innovation
This is a new pilot group put together to look at early childhood innovation.  There is one person from DSHS on this committee.  Washington State has taken the lead to integrate concerns of early childhood education.  More information can be found on the Frontiers of Innovation website:   http://developingchild.harvard.edu/activities/frontiers_of_innovation.  

Colleen Cawston’s Updates – 
ADSA had a very successful subcommittee meeting the other day.   Please keep an eye out for letters to tribal leaders requesting representatives for Dual-Eligibles workgroup.  Theses would be Medicare and Medicaid duals.  Also, contract consolidation has come great lengths; I am constantly reminding folks to please look at the guidelines.  Watch for more communication of this around the middle part of next week.  

2106 Committee – 
There is now an open position on this committee.  Rebecca was an alternate to Henry and neither are on the committee any longer.  Colleen will send Helen Fenrich’s name forward for the committee.  

· Nancy Dufraine calls motion to adjourn
· Catherine Horne seconds the motion
· Liz Carries the motion.

Adjourn 
