
Tribal Centric Mental Health Workgroup Minutes
Tuesday, November 20, 2012
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Video Conference locations listed below
Teleconference number
(360) 407-3780 PIN 257784#

Meeting Objective - Tribal and State representatives to work on the development of a Tribal Centric Mental Health delivery system
Present: Colleen Cawston, Steve Kutz, Deb Sosa, and David Reed.  On the telephone: Dorothy Flaherty (Quinault), and Charlene Abrahamson, Marilyn Scott.  In Spokane: Ann Dahl
Minutes taken by: Wanda Johns
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1:00 p.m. Invocation – Steve Kutz
1:10 p.m. Systems and Operational Matters – Steve Kutz (Cowlitz)
Colleen has added Navigational Tools and Electronic Health Records. 
Steve is concerned that tribes do not have access to higher level mental health professionals. For example a child with severe and special needs for a child psychiatrist and/or testing.  The tribe should be able to pay the RSN for the service without transferring the child’s case to the RSN system.  Some people would like to see that option in the contract language with the RSN.
The tribes face many dilemmas when it comes to billing, especially for dually eligible members and members that have both Medicare and Medicaid.  Often the tribe has to bill only to get a denial letter, and in some cases can’t even receive a denial letter from the insurance company.
David included an example of the crisis services provided outside the setting of a hospital, some insurances including Medicare will only pay if the service is provided in a brick and mortar business type setting.
It was suggested that a dialogue take place between the tribes and CMS for clarification on these types of issues. 
Dorothy will forward to Colleen a link that denotes hierarchy of Medicare Part B Mental Health Professionals that Medicare will pay for services from.  Deb Sosa said that in some instances they have built a wraparound for the remainder of the amount billed versus what Medicare will pay. 
Steve also brought up situations that involve domestic violence and fostering of children where the patient’s location is to remain secret but the abuser may be in receipt of the bill for services, which may tip them off to where the victim(s) are staying.
Steve also brought up the fact that practitioners coming out of college know little to nothing about coding and billing. 
1:30 p.m. Tribal Centric Behavioral Health Design Project – 
     David Reed (DBHR), Roger Gantz (AIHC)
Colleen motioned that we table this for the next meeting.  She will resend the document and call it out in the email for edits.
2:00 p.m. 	Subcommittee Teleconference Schedule - David Reed, DBHR
David reported he has scheduled about half of the teleconferences.  He still has some missing contact information for some of the proposed participants.  David will email the current schedule to Colleen so it can be mailed out in hopes of drumming up more participation, including from the business office of the tribal mental health clinics. 
2:30 p.m.	Training Schedule - Deb Sosa, HCA and David Reed, DBHR
David and Deb to draft a paragraph; outlining the training and needs for training facilities and give it to Colleen by December 18. Colleen will call for tribes to volunteer meeting/training space in each of the 3 DSHS Regions across the state.  The tribes will need about a month of lead time to clear schedules for training, likely the end of January before trainings begin.
3:00 p.m. 	External Partners - Marilyn Scott, AIHC
Now that workgroups have been identified as well as tasks, we can identify and invite some of the external partners such as the Indian Health Board, CMS Region X Tribal Liaison from Denver Colorado, Cindy Gillespie, and some representatives from the RSNs. Marilyn has volunteered to talk with Joe Valentine and Ann has volunteered to talk with Suzie McDaniels regarding a RSN representative from each side of the state.  The plan is for the external partners to join the meetings in January of 2013.
4:00 p.m. 	Adjourn

Agenda items for December 4, 2012
· Tribal Centric Behavioral Health Design Project
· Teleconference Calls
· Inquiry about training locations
· Billing contact for Medicaid for private insurance
· Telemedicine
Agenda items for December 18, 2012
· Target training dates
· Medicare rules for billing
· 7.01 documents – Agreements and Working Relationships
· Scheduling 2013 meetings; keeping the Indian Health Board schedule in mind
January 1, 2013 meeting has been canceled 

These meetings are scheduled on the first and third Tuesday afternoons from 1pm-4pm.
The video conference locations for this meeting include: Everett, Olympia, Omak, Seattle, Spokane, Yakima, Cowlitz, Jamestown, and Samish.  Please contact Teresa Guy at 360-902-7706 or Teresa.guy@dshs.wa.gov to confirm location.  Any locations without confirmation by the Thursday before the meeting will be cancelled.  

