
 

PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT OF INQUIRY 
CR-101 (June 2004) 

(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 
Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency:    Department of Social and Health Services, Economic Services Administration 
 
Subject of possible rule making:  
The Department is proposing to amend rules under chapter 388-406 WAC, “Applications” and other related rules as may be 
required.  The amendments propose to use the option under 7 CFR 273.2 (h)(i)(2)(A) of sending an applicant for Basic Food a 
notice of pending status on the thirtieth (30th) day when there has been a delay in processing a food assistance application 
and the delay is caused by the household.     

 
 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject:  

RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.055, 74.04.057, 74.04.500, 74.04.510, 74.08A.120, and 7 CFR §273.2 (h)(2)   

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish:  

The current rules only allow for sending a notice of denial by the 30th day when there has been a delay in processing the 
application caused by the household.  The proposed changes will make it standard practice to send the household a notice of 
pending status giving a cooperating applicant an additional thirty (30) days to complete the application process and provide 
the necessary information and/or verification needed to determine eligibility.  Although this option avoids having to deny the 
application by the 30th day, it does not allow the department to keep the initial application date as the date to begin benefits.  
This rule will not change.  The household is not entitled to benefits for the month of application when a delay was the fault of 
the household. 

 Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with these 
agencies:  
The United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Services, regulates federal food benefits affected by this 
filing.  No direct coordination is necessary.  Adopted rules will be consistent with federal laws and regulations regarding filing 
and processing applications for food assistance under the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) under 7 U.S.C. 
§2020 and 7 CFR §273.2. 
 
Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 
  Negotiated rule making 
  Pilot rule making 
  Agency study 
  Other (describe)  
DSHS welcomes the public to take part in developing the rules.  Anyone interested should contact the staff person identified 
below.  At a later date, DSHS will file a proposal with the Office of the Code Reviser with a notice of proposed rule making.  A 
copy of the proposal will be sent to everyone on the mailing list and to anyone who requests a copy. 

 
How interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule before 

publication: 

 (List names, addresses, telephone, fax numbers, and e-mail of persons to contact; describe meetings, other exchanges of information, 

etc.)    Contact: Bob Thibodeau 
                    PO Box 45440  

     Olympia WA  98504-5470  
 
Phone: 360-725-4634  Fax:360 725-4904  TTY:  
E-mail: robert.thibodeau@dshs.wa.gov 
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