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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0110  What is the effective date for termination of
foster care payments?  (1) The department ends payment on the day be-
fore the child actually leaves the foster home or facility. The de-
partment does not pay for the last day that a child is in a foster
care home or facility.

(2) The department terminates family foster care payments for
children in family foster care effective the date:

(a) The child no longer needs foster care; or
(b) The child no longer resides in foster care ((except as provi-

ded in WAC 388-25-0180)); ((or))
(c) The child reaches the age of eighteen((.)); or
(d) The child is no longer eligible for the extended foster care

program and the dependency action is dismissed or voluntary placement
agreement (VPA) is revoked. To be eligible for the extended foster
care program a child, age eighteen must be:

(i) ((If the child continues to attend, but has not finished,
high school or an equivalent educational program at the age of eight-
een and has a need for continued family foster care services, the de-
partment may continue payments until the date the child completes the
high school program or equivalent educational or vocational program.
The department must not extend payments for a youth in care beyond age
twenty.)) Completing a high school diploma or high school equivalency
certificate;

(ii) ((If the child has applied and demonstrates he or she in-
tends to timely enroll, or is enrolled and participating in a post-
secondary education program, or a post-secondary vocational program at
the age of eighteen and has a need for continued family foster care
services, the department may continue payments until the date the
child reaches his or her twenty-first birthday or is no longer enrol-
led in and participating in a post-secondary program, whichever is
earlier)) Completing a post-secondary academic or vocational program;

(iii) Participating in a program or activity designed to promote
employment or remove barriers to employment.

(3) The department must terminate foster care payments for chil-
dren in the behavior rehabilitative services program effective the
date:

(a) The child no longer needs rehabilitative services; or
(b) The child is no longer served through contracted rehabilita-

tive services program except as provided in WAC 388-25-0030; or
(c) The child reaches the age of eighteen and continues to at-

tend, but has not finished, high school or an equivalent educational
program and has a need for continued rehabilitative treatment serv-
ices, the department may continue payments until the date the youth
completes the high school program or equivalent educational or voca-
tional program. The department must not extend payments for a youth in
care beyond age twenty.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0502  What is the purpose of the extended foster care
program?  The extended foster care program provides an opportunity for
young adults in foster care at age eighteen to voluntarily agree to
continue receiving foster care services, including placement services,
while the youth completes a secondary or post-secondary academic or
vocational program, or participates in a program or activity designed
to promote employment or remove barriers to employment.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0504  What is extended foster care?  Extended foster
care is a program offered to young adults, age eighteen up to twenty-
one, who turn eighteen while in foster care, to enable them to ((com-
plete)):

(1) Complete a high school diploma or ((general)) high school
equivalency ((diploma)) certificate;

(2) Complete a post-secondary academic or vocational ((educa-
tion)) program;

(3) Participate in a program or activity designed to promote em-
ployment or remove barriers to employment.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0506  Who is eligible for extended foster care?  To be
eligible for the extended foster care program a youth, on his or her
eighteenth birthday, must:

(1) Be dependent under chapter 13.34 RCW((;
(2))) be placed in foster care (as defined in WAC 388-25-0508) by

children's administration, and:
(a) Be enrolled (as described in WAC 388-25-0512) in a high

school or secondary education equivalency program; or
(b) Be enrolled (as described in WAC 388-25-0512) in a post-sec-

ondary academic or vocational education program; or
(c) Have applied for and can demonstrate intent to timely enroll

in a post-secondary academic or vocational education program (as de-
scribed in WAC 388-25-0514); or

(d) Be participating in a program or activity designed to promote
employment or remove barriers to employment.

(2) Have had their dependency dismissed on their eighteenth
birthday as the youth did not meet any of the criteria found in WAC
388-25-0506(1)(a) through (d) or did not agree to participate in the
program and the youth is requesting to participate in the extended
foster care program prior to reaching the age of nineteen. Youth must
meet one of the criteria (1)(a) through (d) when requesting to partic-
ipate in the extended foster care program.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0508  When is a youth considered to be "in foster
care"?  For the purpose of determining initial eligibility for the ex-
tended foster care program, a youth is in foster care if the youth is
under children's administration (CA) placement and care authority, is
placed by CA in out of home care, in relative care, licensed foster
home, licensed group care, or other suitable person placement. ((Pro-
vided)) A youth is considered to be in foster care:

(1) ((A)) If the youth ((who)) is temporarily away from a foster
care placement in:

(a) A hospital;
(b) A drug/alcohol treatment facility;
(c) A mental health treatment facility; or
(d) A county detention center for less than thirty days ((in a

county detention center is considered to be in foster care)).
(2) ((A)) If the youth ((who)) is temporarily away from his or

her foster care placement without permission of the case worker or
care giver, but who is expected to return to foster care within twenty
days, is considered to be in foster care for purposes of determining
initial eligibility.

(3) ((A)) If the youth ((who)) is committed to juvenile justice
and rehabilitation administration custody and ((who)) resides in a
foster home, group home, or community facility, as defined in RCW
74.15.020 (1)(a).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0510  When is a youth not "in foster care"?  For the
purposes of determining initial eligibility for the extended foster
care program, a youth is not in foster care if the youth is:

(1) Placed with a parent;
(2) In a dependency guardianship or chapter 13.36 RCW;
(3) Committed to and residing in a juvenile justice and rehabili-

tation administration (((JRA))) institution (as defined in RCW
13.30.020(12)) or to the department of corrections; or

(4) Absent from his/her foster care placement without permission
of the case worker or care giver for more than twenty consecutive
days.

NEW SECTION

WAC 388-25-0515  How does a youth demonstrate participation in a
program or activity designed to promote employment or remove barriers
to employment?  (1) Actively participate in a state, federal, tribal
or community program that addresses any barriers to employment that
the youth may have and/or prepares or trains individuals for employ-
ment; or
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(2) Involved in a self-directed program that will remove any bar-
riers to employment and will prepare a youth for employment: or

(3) Working less than eighty (80) hours a month.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0516  What if an eligible youth does not want to par-
ticipate in the extended foster care program ((at age eighteen))?
((Youth may elect to participate in the extended foster care program
beginning on their eighteenth birthday. The law recognizes an eligible
youth may need time beyond the eighteenth birthday to consider if they
want continued foster care services. It provides a six-month grace pe-
riod or a time for "trial independence", from date of youth's eight-
eenth birthday, to give the youth an opportunity to change their
mind)) Participation in extended foster care is voluntary. A youth who
does not agree to participate in extended foster may request the court
to dismiss the dependency.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0528  How does a youth agree to participate in exten-
ded foster care program?  (1) An eligible dependent youth can agree to
participate by:

(((1))) (a) Signing an extended foster care agreement; or
(((2))) (b) For developmentally ((delayed)) disabled youth, re-

maining in the foster care placement and continuing in an appropriate
educational program.

(2) An eligible nondependent youth can agree to participate by:
(a) Signing a voluntary placement agreement (VPA) before reaching

age nineteen; or
(b) Establishing a nonminor dependency before reaching age nine-

teen.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0530  Where do youth obtain information about how to
participate in the program?  (1) The department must provide dependent
youth between the age of seventeen and seventeen and a half:

(a) Written documentation explaining the availability of extended
foster care services.

(b) Detailed instructions on how to access such services after he
or she reached age eighteen.

(2) Youth can contact:
(((1))) (a) Youth's attorney/CASA/GAL.
(((2))) (b) Youth's ((social)) worker.
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(((3))) (c) Local children's administration office.
(((4))) (d) www.independence.wa.gov.
(((5))) (e) 1-866-END-HARM.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0532  Can ((a youth participating in the extended fos-
ter care program to complete a secondary education or equivalency pro-
gram continue to receive extended foster care services to participate
in a post-secondary education program)) an extended foster care par-
ticipant continue in extended foster care under a different eligibili-
ty category?  Yes((, if at the time the secondary program is comple-
ted, the youth is enrolled in, or has applied to, and can demonstrate
they intend to timely enroll in, a post-secondary academic or voca-
tional program)). A youth may transition among the eligibility catego-
ries while under the same voluntary placement agreement or dependency
order, so long as the youth remains eligible during the transition.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0534  ((Is there a trial independence period for a
youth who completes his or her secondary education program while par-
ticipating in extended foster care and before the youth enters a post-
secondary program)) If an extended foster care participant loses his
or her eligibility before he or she turns nineteen, can he or she re-
apply for extended foster care?  ((No, if a youth completes a secon-
dary education program while in extended foster care, the dependency
will be dismissed and foster care services will end, unless the youth
has enrolled in, or applied to and can demonstrate an intent to timely
enroll in, a post-secondary academic or vocational program)) Yes. If a
youth was receiving extended foster care services and lost eligibili-
ty, he or she may reapply as long as:

(1) The youth has not turned nineteen; and
(2) The youth meets one of the conditions for eligibility in WAC

388-148-2506; and
(3) The youth has not entered into a prior voluntary placement

agreement with the department for the purposes of participating in the
extended foster care program.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0536  What are CA's responsibilities to a youth who is
participating in extended foster care?  Children's ((a)) Administra-
tion (CA) is required to have placement and care authority over the
youth and to provide foster care services, including transition plan-
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ning and independent living services, medical assistance through med-
icaid, and case management. Case management includes findings or ap-
proving a foster care placement for the youth, convening family meet-
ings, developing, revising, and monitoring implementation of any case
plan or individual service and safety plan, coordinating and monitor-
ing services needed by the youth, caseworker visits, and court-related
duties, including preparing court reports, attending judicial hearings
and permanency hearings, and ensuring that the youth is progressing
toward independence within state and federal mandates. CA has respon-
sibility to inform the court of the status of the child (including
health, safety, welfare, education status and continuing eligibility
for extended foster care program). The department's placement and care
authority over a youth receiving extended foster care services is
solely for the purpose of providing services and does not create a le-
gal responsibility for the actions of the youth receiving extended
foster care services.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0540  How does CA determine a youth's continuing eli-
gibility for extended foster care program?  At least every six months,
children's administration will determine if youth continues to:

(1) Agree to participate in the extended foster care program.
(2) Be enrolled in an education program, vocational program, or

participating in a program or activity designed to promote employment
or remove barriers to employment, or is transitioning from one status
to another.

(3) Continue to reside in approved placement.
(4) Comply with youth's responsibilities in WAC 388-25-0546.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0544  What are the youth's rights in the extended fos-
ter care program?  Youth have a right to:

(1) An approved foster care placement.
(2) Foster care services including medical assistance through

medicaid.
(3) Participate in the court process as a party to the case.
(4) Have an attorney appointed for them upon filing a notice of

intent to file a petition for dependency and in dependency proceed-
ings.

(5) End their participation in the program at any time.
(6) Referrals to community resources as appropriate.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0546  What must the youth do to remain in the extended
foster care program?  Unless otherwise authorized by court order the
youth must:

(1) Agree to participate in the program as expressed in the writ-
ten extended foster care agreement;

(2) Maintain standard of eligibility as set by the youth's aca-
demic program or employment related program;

(3) Participate in the case plan, including monthly health and
safety visits;

(4) Acknowledge that children's administration (CA) has responsi-
bility for the youth's care and placement by authorizing CA to have
access to records related to court-ordered medical, mental health,
drug/alcohol treatment services, educational records needed to deter-
mine continuing eligibility for the program, and for additional neces-
sary services; and

(5) Remain in the approved foster care placement and follow
placement rules. This means the youth will:

(a) Stay in placement identified by CA or approved by the court;
(b) Obtain approval from case worker and notify caregiver for ex-

tended absence from the placement of more than three days; and
(c) Comply with court orders and any specific rules developed in

collaboration by the youth, caregiver and social worker.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-25-0548  When is a youth no longer eligible for the ex-
tended foster care program?  A youth is no longer eligible for the ex-
tended foster care program and the department will ask the court to
dismiss the dependency when the youth:

(1) Graduates from high school or equivalency program, and has
not enrolled in, or applied for and demonstrated an intent to timely
enroll in a post-secondary academic or vocational program;

(2) Graduates from a post-secondary education or vocational pro-
gram;

(3) Reaches their twenty-first birthday;
(4) Is no longer participating or enrolled in high school, equiv-

alency program, post-secondary or vocational program, program promot-
ing employment or removing barriers to employment;

(5) No longer agrees to participate in foster care services;
(6) Fails or refuses to comply with youth responsibilities out-

lined in WAC 388-25-0546; or
(7) Is incarcerated in an adult detention facility on a criminal

conviction.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 13-08-017, filed 3/25/13, effective
4/25/13)

WAC 388-148-0010  What definitions do I need to know to under-
stand this chapter?  The following definitions are for the purpose of
this chapter and are important to understand these rules:

"Abuse or neglect" means the injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploi-
tation, negligent treatment or mistreatment of a child where the
child's health, welfare and safety are harmed.

"Agency" is defined in RCW 74.15.020(1).
"Assessment" means the appraisal or evaluation of a child's phys-

ical, mental, social and/or emotional condition.
"Capacity" means the maximum number of children that a home or

facility is licensed to care for at a given time.
"Care provider" means any licensed or certified person or organi-

zation or staff member of a licensed organization that provides twen-
ty-four-hour care for children.

"Case manager" means the private agency employee who coordinates
the planning efforts of all the persons working on behalf of a child.
Case managers are responsible for implementing the child's case plan,
assisting in achieving those goals, and assisting with day-to-day
problem solving.

"Certification" means:
(1) Department approval of a person, home, or facility that does

not legally need to be licensed, but wishes to have evidence that it
meets the minimum licensing requirements; or

(2) Department licensing of a child-placing agency to certify
that a foster home meets licensing requirements.

"Children" or "youth," for this chapter, means individuals who
are:

(1) Under eighteen years old, including expectant mothers under
eighteen years old; or

(2) Up to twenty-one years of age and pursuing a high school,
equivalent course of study (GED), or vocational program or post-secon-
dary academic or post-secondary vocational program, or program promot-
ing employment or removing barriers to employment;

(3) Up to twenty-one years of age with developmental disabili-
ties; or

(4) Up to twenty-one years of age if under the custody of the
Washington state juvenile rehabilitation administration.

"Child-placing agency" means an agency licensed to place children
for temporary care, continued care or adoption.

"Crisis residential center (CRC)" means an agency under contract
with DSHS that provides temporary, protective care to children in a
foster home, regular (semi-secure) or secure group setting.

"Compliance agreement" means a written licensing improvement plan
to address deficiencies in specific skills, abilities or other issues
of a fully licensed home or facility in order to maintain and/or in-
crease the safety and well-being of children in their care.

"DCFS" means the division of children and family services.
"DDD" means division of developmental disabilities.
"Department" means the department of social and health services

(DSHS).
"Developmental disability" is a disability as defined in RCW 71A.

10.020.
"DLR" means the division of licensed resources.
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"Firearms" means guns or weapons, including but not limited to
the following: BB guns, pellet guns, air rifles, stun guns, antique
guns, bows and arrows, handguns, rifles, and shotguns.

"Foster-adopt" means placement of a child with a foster parent(s)
who intends to adopt the child, if possible.

"Foster home or foster family home" means person(s) licensed to
regularly provide care on a twenty-four-hour basis to one or more
children in the person's home.

"Full licensure" means an entity meets the requirements estab-
lished by the state for licensing or approved as meeting state minimum
licensing requirements.

"Group care facility for children" means a location maintained
and operated for a group of children on a twenty-four-hour basis.

"Group receiving center" or "GRC" means a facility providing the
basic needs of food, shelter, and supervision for more than six chil-
dren placed by the department, generally for thirty or fewer days. A
group receiving center is considered a group care program and must
comply with the group care facility licensing requirements.

"Hearing" means the administrative review process.
"I" refers to anyone who operates or owns a foster home, staffed

residential home, and group facilities, including group homes, child-
placing agencies, maternity homes, day treatment centers, and crisis
residential centers.

"Infant" means a child under one year of age.
"License" means a permit issued by the department affirming that

a home or facility meets the minimum licensing requirements.
"Licensor" means:
(1) A division of licensed resources (DLR) employee at DSHS who:
(a) Approves licenses or certifications for foster homes, group

facilities, and child-placing agencies; and
(b) Monitors homes and facilities to ensure that they continue to

meet minimum health and safety requirements.
(2) An employee of a child-placing agency who:
(a) Attests that foster homes supervised by the child-placing

agency meets licensing requirements; and
(b) Monitors those foster homes to ensure they continue to meet

the minimum licensing standards.
"Maternity service" as defined in RCW 74.15.020.
"Medically fragile" means the condition of a child who has a

chronic illness or severe medical disabilities requiring regular nurs-
ing visits, extraordinary medical monitoring, or on-going (other than
routine) physician's care.

"Missing child" means:
(1) Any child up to eighteen years of age for whom Children's Ad-

ministration (CA) has custody and control (not including children in
dependency guardianship) and:

(a) The child's whereabouts are unknown; and/or
(b) The child has left care without the permission of the child's

caregiver or CA.
(2) Children who are missing are categorized under one of the

following definitions:
(a) "Taken from placement" means that a child's whereabouts are

unknown, and it is believed that the child is being or has been con-
cealed, detained or removed by another person from a court-ordered
placement and the removal, concealment or detainment is in violation
of the court order;
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(b) "Absence not authorized, whereabouts unknown" means the child
is not believed to have been taken from placement, did not have per-
mission to leave the placement, and there has been no contact with the
child and the whereabouts of the child is unknown; or

(c) "Absence not authorized, whereabouts known" means that a
child has left his or her placement without permission and the social
worker has some contact with the child or may periodically have infor-
mation as to the whereabouts of the child.

"Multidisciplinary teams (MDT)" means groups formed to assist
children who are considered at-risk youth or children in need of serv-
ices, and their parents.

"Nonambulatory" means not able to walk or traverse a normal path
to safety without the physical assistance of another individual.

"Nonminor dependent" means any individual age eighteen to twenty-
one years who is participating in extended foster care services au-
thorized under RCW 74.13.031.

"Out-of-home placement" means a child's placement in a home or
facility other than the child's parent, guardian, or legal custodian.

"Premises" means a facility's buildings and adjoining grounds
that are managed by a person or agency in charge.

"Probationary license" means a license issued as part of a disci-
plinary action to an individual or agency that has previously been is-
sued a full license but is out of compliance with minimum licensing
requirements and has entered into an agreement aimed at correcting de-
ficiencies to minimum licensing requirements.

"Psychotropic medication" means a type of medicine that is pre-
scribed to affect or alter thought processes, mood, sleep, or behav-
ior. These include anti-psychotic, antidepressants and anti-anxiety
medications.

"Relative" means a person who is related to the child as defined
in RCW 74.15.020 (4)(a)(i), (ii), (iii), and (iv) only.

"Respite" means brief, temporary relief care provided to a child
and his or her parents, legal guardians, or foster parents with the
respite provider fulfilling some or all of the functions of the care-
taking responsibilities of the parent, legal guardian, or foster pa-
rent.

"Secure facilities" means a crisis residential center that has
locking doors and windows, or secured perimeters intended to prevent
children from leaving without permission.

"Service plan" means a description of the services to be provided
or performed and who has responsibility to provide or perform the ac-
tivities for a child or child's family.

"Severe developmental disabilities" means significant disabling,
physical and/or mental condition(s) that cause a child to need exter-
nal support for self-direction, self-support and social participation.

"Social service staff" means a clinician, program manager, case
manager, consultant, or other staff person who is an employee of the
agency or hired to develop and implement the child's individual serv-
ice and treatment plans.

"Staffed residential home" means a licensed home providing twen-
ty-four-hour care for six or fewer children or expectant mothers. The
home may employ staff to care for children or expectant mothers. It
may or may not be a family residence.

"Standard precautions" is a term relating to procedures designed
to prevent transmission of bloodborne pathogens in health care and
other settings. Under standard precautions, blood or other potentially
infectious materials of all people should always be considered poten-
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tially infectious for HIV and other pathogens. Individuals should take
appropriate precautions using personal protective equipment like
gloves to prevent contact with blood or other bodily fluids.

"Supervised independent living" includes, but is not limited to,
apartment living, room and board arrangements, college or university
dormitories, and shared roommate settings, which must be approved by
the children's administration or the court.

"Voluntary placement agreement" means, for the purposes of exten-
ded foster care services, a written voluntary agreement between a non-
minor dependent who agrees to submit to the care and authority of the
department for the purpose of participating in the extended foster
care program.

"Washington state patrol fire protection bureau" or "WSP/FPB"
means the state fire marshal.

"We" or "our" refers to the department of social and health serv-
ices, including DLR licensors and DCFS social workers.

"You" refers to anyone who operates a foster home, staffed resi-
dential home, and group facilities, including group homes, maternity
programs, day treatment programs, crisis residential centers, group
receiving centers, and child-placing agencies.

REPEALER
The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code are

repealed:
WAC 388-25-0518 What is the trial independence or grace

period?
WAC 388-25-0520 Does an eligible youth who elects to

participate in extended foster care on
his or her eighteenth birthday receive
a trial independence period?

WAC 388-25-0522 When does the six-month trial
independence period end?

WAC 388-25-0524 If a youth does not remain enrolled in
school during the trial independence
period may the youth still elect to
participate in the program?

WAC 388-25-0526 Does a youth have to agree to
participate in extended foster care
program?

WAC 388-25-0538 What is the CA's responsibility for the
youth during the six-month trial
independence period?
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